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BOOK IV. 

THE LITIGATION CONCERNING THE ASS'S 
SHADOW. 



CHAPTER I. 

Cause of the law-suit. 

The fatal period of Abdera appears at last to 
have arrived. Scarcely had they recovered from 
the extraordinary theatrical fever which the 
** Cupid, prince of gods and men," of the pure- 
minded and inoffensive Euripides had excited, — 
scarcely had the citizens leisure again to converse 
with each other in prose in the streets, — scarcely 
had they recommenced the sale of spices, helle- 
bore, defensive arms, foils, and carving-knives, — 
scarcely had the Abderite women renewed their 
work of purple texture, — scarcely had the towns- 
men flung away their miserable shepherds' reeds, 
and applied themselves (in their usual zealous 

VOL. II. B 



2 THE REPUBLIC OF FOOLS. 

way) to their various occupations and profes- 
sional pursuits, in better plight than ever, — when 
the Fates, spinning their sacred web, prepared 
out of the thinnest, most worthless, and most 
useless material, such an accursed robe to clothe 
the glory of Abdera withal, that the like never 
was seen since the history of man began to be 
recorded. 

Such an abominable mixture of adventures, 
bargains, law-suits, insurrections, inflammations, 
cabals, parties, and other unreasonable contri- 
vances, fill the page, and all so complicated by 
the aid of partisans, opponents, helpers, and pro- 
moters, that we may henceforward look only 
for the sad narrative of a decaying republic. 

The mischief began, as great events very^ 
often do, from a very slight occasion. There 
was a certain dentist, named Struthion, by 
birth and parentage a Megarean, who had been 
for many years settled in Abdera, and as he was, 
in the whole country, the only member of the 
profession, his practice ran over a considerable 
part of Southern Thrace. His usual mode of 
laying the country under contribution was to 
attend all the fairs and markets vdthin a circuit 
of some thirty miles, where he sold not only 
tooth-powders and brushes, but also various 



A LOAD FOR A DONKET, 3 

nostrums against hysterical affections, hypochon- 
driacal vaponrs, asthma^ rheumatism^ &c,, at 
a reasonable profit. For these Kttle excursions 
he kept but one ass in his stable, which, on 
setting out, was always heavily laden, first with 
the dentist's own short, thick, and clumsy person, 
and secondly with a large wallet strapped be- 
hind him full of quack remedies, provisions for 
the road, and a few trifles appertaining to his 
toilette. 

Now it happened that on one occasion, just 
as our dentist was about to visit Gerania, the 
donkey cast a foal, and was therefore in no 
condition to take the usual journey. Struthion, 
in consequence, hired another to take him so far 
&s his resting-place for the first night, and the 
owner of the substituted donkey followed on 
foot to bring his beast safe back again. The 
way lay through a tedious expanse of heath 
and open country, and it being the height of 
summer the heat was intense — in truth, it was 
so insupportable, that the poor dentist sighed 
for the shade, where he might repose and for a 
time enjoy the fresh breeze, and obtain a little 
water ; but, far and wide, no prospect of such 
luxury could be seen. Vainly did he look 
around for trees, shade, or water. At last, quite 

B 2 
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worn out, and parched with thirst, he bethought 
himself of dismounting, and lay down accord- 
ingly in ^he shadow of the ass. 

"Now, sir,'' said the donkey-driver, "what 
are you doing ? " 

" I am sitting a little in the shade," said 
Struthion, " for the heat is insupportable." 

"No! no! my good sir, that is no part of 
our bargain ! You only hired the ass, and not 
its shadow — not one word was said about that." 

" Why," replied the dentist, smiling, " I only 
sat myself down for a moment in the shade, 
because the sunbeams almost split my head, and 
every one knows that the shadow goes with the 
ass." 

" But, by Jason ! " exclaimed the driver, 
fiercely, " that is not what I understood ; — the 
ass is one thing, the shadow another. You hired 
the ass at so much a day, and had you wished 
for the shadow also, you should have said so. 
In a word, sir, get up, and agree to pay me what 
is reasonable for the use of the shadow, or go on 
with your journey." 

" What ! " said the dentist, jeeringly ; " I have 
paid you for the ass, and must 1 pay you for its 
shadow ? Call me a double-distilled donkey 
myself, if I do anything of the kind! The 
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animal is decidedly mine for the whole day, and 
I will sit in its shadow as often as I wish, and 
remain there as long as I like, that you may 
depend upon ! " 

"Is that really your determination?"^ said 
the other, with all the coolness of a Thracian 
donkey-driver. 

" It is truly so," answered Struthion, looking 
at him earnestly. 

" Get up, I say, then ! " cried the master, 
*' and return at once to Abdera, where you shall 
soon learn who is right ! So may the God of 
Gardens be good to me and my ass, as I stand 
up for our rights ! You shall see if you are to 
gcheat me out of the shadow without paying me 
for it!" 

The dentist was greatly disposed to let his 
antagonist feel the justice of his cause through 
the strength of his arm ; he clenched his fists, 
he raised his hand, and looking closely at his 
rough antagonist, he — ^let it fall again, and de- 
termined to try milder measures. But as the 
Thracian stood out for the hire of the shadow, 
and as the dentist was equally resolved not to 
pay him, there remained no other means than to 
go back to Abdera, and to lay the matter before 
the pohce-raagistrate. 



CHAPTER II. 

Proceedings before the city magistrate. 

The city magistrate Philippides, before whom 
all questions of this nature were brought in the 
first instance, was a man of many admirable 
qualities, honourable, moderate, industrious, and 
of sound judgment. He always listened to 
litigants with the greatest attention, and gave 
the best counsel on both sides ; in fact, he was, 
according to common report, irreproachable. 
Besides all this, he was a good musician, a 
practical naturalist, and a clever dramatist. He 
had composed a play which had, according 
to the custom of the country, been extremely 
applauded, and in such high estimation was 
he held, that it seemed probable, at the first 
vacancy, he would become nomophylax himself. 
The worthy Philippides had, however, one small 
fault, which was, that whenever two parties went 
before hiifi to prefer a complaint, the one who 
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spoke last seemed to him always to be in the 
right. The Abderites were not stupid enough 
for this failing to escape them ; but they thought 
it only reasonable to pardon one defect in a man 
who had so many good qualities. Indeed, they 
often said that, were it not for this failing, Philip, 
pides would be the best police-magistrate that Ab- 
dera ever boasted. Meantime, the very fact that 
both parties appeared to him to be in the right, 
had this good result; he was always disposed 
to reconcile those who brought their cases be- 
fore him, and thus the simplicity of the excellent 
Philippides would have been a real blessing to 
Abdera had it not been for the watchfulness of 
the sycophants, who were but ill satisfied with his 
peace-making propensities, and they, in almost 
every case, contrived to render his endeavours 
nugatory. 

The dentist Struthion, and the ass-driver An- 
thrax, both ran breathlessly to lay their complaint 
before this worthy magistrate. He heard both 
sides with his usual patience, and when all 
had been urged, and the wranglers themselves 
were exhausted, he shrugged his shoulders and 
declared that he had never heard so intricate 
a case before, saying to the men, " Pray, which 
of you is the actual complainant ?" * 
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"I am," said Stnithion, "for that fellow" 
(pointing to Anthrax) " has broken his con- 
tract." 

" And I," said the latter, " have just reason 
to complain of the dentist for refusing to com- 
pensate me for a portion of my property which 
he monopolized without my consent ; I only let 
him the ass, and not its shadow." 

" Truly," said the judge, smiling, " here are 
two plaintiffs, but no defendant, — a most extra- 
ordinary suit. State the matter to me once more, 
gentlemen, if you please, and with all its circum- 
stances ; speak one at a time, or it will be impos- 
sible for me to make either head or tail of it." 

" Honourable my lord judge," said the dentist, 
" I liired the ass for one day's use. It is true 
no mention was made of the shadow ; but who 
ever heard of a separate charge being made for 
that ? By Hercules 1 this is surely not the first 
ass that has been hired in Abdera." 

"The dentist speaks truly," said the magis- 
trate. 

"Indeed I do, sir," vociferated Struthion 
loudly, " and the ass and its shadow go together; 
and why should not he who hires one have the 
full enjoyment of the other ? The shadow is an 
accessory." 
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'' That is clear," observed the judge. 

" And I," said the proprietor, " am only a 
common man who understands nothing of your 
aries and ories ; but this I do know, that I 
have my five senses, and they tell me that I rm 
not to let my donkey be kept standing all day in 
the sun while this man Kes dovni in the shadow. 
I," continued he, " let the gentleman my ass, for 
which he paid me half in advance — that I ac- 
knowledge; but the ass is one thing, and the 
shadow another." 

" True, also," murmured the judge. 

" Now, vdll he agree to pay half as much for 
it as for the ass ? He ought to do so, sir," said 
the driver, " and I hope you will help me to what 
is my due." 

" The best conclusion, my friends, that I can 
arrive at," said Philippides, " is for you both to 
shake hands, go to your respective homes, and 
trouble yourselves no more about such profound 
nonsense. You, Anthrax, as an honest man, forget 
the ass-shadow, for you cannot be so short-witted 
as not to know that the shadow goes with the 
substance; and you, Struthion, suppose you give 
him a trifle to send him off satisfied ? " 

" Not I," answered the dentist ; " I would not 
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give him the fourth part of an obolus. I demand 
my right." 

" And I," cried his opponent, " also stand up 
for mine, for if the ass is my own, surely so is its 
shadow, and I can use or dispose of them both 
as I choose ; and as you will hear nothing of 
right or equity, my demand is now for twice as 
much, and I am resolved to see whether or not 
justice is to be found in Abdera." 

The judge, in great perplexity and anxiety, and 
not knowing how to gain time, called out, "Where 
is the ass ? " 

*' At the gate, sir," said the owner. 

" Fetch him into the courtyard, then,*' said 
Philippides. The owner heard this command 
joyfully, as he thought it was favourable to his 
cause that the judge wished to see the princi- 
pal party in the affair. The donkey was accord- 
ingly introduced, and it was a pity that he could 
not speak his mind in the case ; but he stood 
passively, looking quietly around, and then 
pricking up his ears first at both the Utigants 
then regarding his master with more atteii 
tion, then making a motion with his mouth, 
and again dropping his ears without a single 
bray. 
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" There, honoured sir/* said Anthrax, "say 
now if the shadow of so noble an animal, be- 
tween friends, is not worth a couple of drachmas, 
at least on so sultry a day as the present/' 

" Come, come," said Philippides, " let us end 
this foolish affair." So mild and persuasive were 
his remonstrances, that both the complainants 
were on the point of giving in, when unluckily 
two of the most cunning sycophants in Abdera, 
Physignathus and Polyphonus, made their ap- 
pearance, and, after informing themselves of the 
nature of the affair from the ass-driver, soon 
succeeded in giving a different complexion to the 
business. 

"Mr. Struthion is perfectly in the right," 
said Physignathus, who knew the dentist to be 
a tolerably rich, but a very irritable and obstinate 
man. The other parasite, rather annoyed that 
his partner in the trade had forestalled him, cast 
a side glance at the ass, and, after pronouncing it 
to be a fine, well-formed animal, spoke up most 
energetically for its master. 

Neither party now desired to hear any more 
of the peaceable suggestions of the good Philip- 
pides, who perceived with regret that another 
investigation of this unimportant but tedious 
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case must be commenced. Consequently each 
man went home to confer with his friend ; but 
the ass, accompanied by its shadow, the cause of 
the litigation, was driven to the common stable of 
Abdera, there to await the termination of the 
business. 



CHAPTER III. 

How both parties removed the matter in dispute before 
a higher tribunal. 

All disputes concerning money or property 
among the common people of Abdera, were 
investigated and decided on by a committee of 
twenty jurymen, who assembled three times a 
week in the portico of the temple of Nemesis. 
Everything before this court was conducted in 
writing, with a due regard to the interests of 
the sycophants; and as Abderite justice pro- 
ceeded very much in the spiral direction, at a 
i^aU's pace, and almost as rapidly as a snail's 
gallop, and as no restriction was put on the 
length of the pleadings, but the sycophants 
went on till they had nothing more to say, the 
papers were generally as lengthy as the means 
of the Ktigants seemed likely to pay for. For- 
tunately there seemed many circumstances 
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which together made it probable that this case 
would be speedily decided ; and hence it is not 
so much to be wondered at that in less than 
four months the matter was so far advanced 
that a decision was rather confidently expected 
on the next hearing. A judicial investigation 
respecting an ass's shadow would doubtless be 
an amusing topic anywhere : imagine, then, how 
interesting in Abdera. Scarcely was it an- 
nounced, when everybody caught the subject, 
and talked of nothing else. All social matters 
gave way to it, and the interest felt was the 
same as if every citizen had his whole fortune 
suspended on the issue. 

Some declared themselves in favour of the 
dentist, others for the ass-driver, and even the 
donkey himself had ^z> partisans, who considered 
that the animal ought to be permitted to plead 
by his next friend, since he was himself the 
most aggrieved party through the use made of 
his shadow by the dentist while he stood 
scorching in the sun. The fact was, the said 
ass had cast his shadow over Abdera; the 
matter excited as much interest as if the pros- 
perity of the commonwealth depended upon 
it; and these vicissitudes can astonish no 
one who has by means of the foregoing 
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pages made himself acquainted with the Ab- 
derites and their mode of action. Yet as there 
are some readers who are never satisfied un- 
less they are made acquainted with even the 
slightest causes which have led to great events, 
we shall be doing to such students of history 
an agreeable service, if we somewhat more cir- 
cumstantially relate how it came about that a 
law-suit between two extremely insignificant 
persons, and for an object of the most unim- 
portant character, did in no very remote degree 
conduce to the destruction of the republic it- 
self. 

The commonalty of Abdera was, like that of 
most other States, divided into guilds, and, by 
reason of an old observance, Struthion belonged 
to the guild of cordwainers. The observance 
in question was, like most Abderite obser- 
vances, grounded on an extremely far-fetched 
logic. In the early days of the republic this 
fraternity embraced only shoemakers and cob- 
blers, but after a time the term cobbler be- 
gan to be understood in an enlarged sense, 
and thus, at last, physicians, and all who prac- 
tised any branch of the medical profession, were 
included in it, as being, in point of fact, 
''cobblers of meny 
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In consequence of this arrangement, Struthion 
had on his side the whole cordwainers' com- 
pany, the physicians alone excepted, with whom 
he was always on the very worst of terms, and 
these, as will be remembered, made a very con- 
siderable part of the population of Abdera. 
To the heads of his company the dentist 
naturally looked for favour, and above all to 
the head of the guild, the distinguished Mr. 
Awl, whose patriotic zeal can be unknown to 
none who have read these pages. This gentleman 
declared himself with his accustomed warmth 
on the side of Struthion, and openly averred 
that he would rather stab himself to the heart 
with the instrument of his trade, and from 
which he derived his name, than allow the 
rights and privileges of Abdera to be violated 
in the person of one of his own guild. 

"Equity," he said, "is the first principle 
of law, and what can be more reasonable than 
this, that he who plants a tree, although he 
plants it for the sake of its fruit, should enjoy 
the exclusive use of the shadow also ? and how 
can that which holds good of a tree fail when 
the principle comes to be applied to an ass ? 
What the plague would become of our freedom, 
should any citizen of Abdera not be allowed 
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to repose as freely in his donkey's shadow as 
he might in that of the town-hall, or that of 
Jason's temple, where it is manifest that he may 
be as much and as often as he chooses? A 
shadow is a shadow and nothing else, whether 
it be that of a tree, an edifice, or an ass, or, 
with reverence be it spoken, that of the most 
excellent archon himself. In a word," said 
the guildmaster, seating himself, " put yourself 
into my hands, and that low-bred fellow shall 
not only give up his demand for the shadow, 
but for the use of the ass also; or neither 
freedom nor right of possession will hereafter 
be recognized in Abdera, a state of things 
which, by all the elements, shall never be the 
case, so long as I remain at the head of the 
company of cordwainers ! " 

The dentist having thus secured the pa- 
tronage of so powerful a man, the ass-driver, 
on the other hand, did not neglect to ob- 
tain the support of one whose weight in the 
commonwealth was at least equal. Anthrax 
was, in point of fact, not a citizen of Abdera at 
all, but only a sort of free settler, who chiefly 
supported himself within the circuit of Jason's 
temple, and as such was under the jurisdiction 
and protection of the arch-priest of this hero. 
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who, as is well known, was especially revered 
and worshipped in Abdera. His first thought 
was therefore, naturally, to acquaint the arch- 
priest Agathyrsus with his difficulty ; but then 
the arch-priest of Jason was in Abdera a per- 
son of great consideration, and it was scarcely 
to be hoped that an ass-driver could obtain 
an introduction to an individual oT such ex- 
alted rank, unless through some peculiar channel. 
Anthrax, after many consultations with his 
best friends, at last thought of an expedient by 
which he might effect his purpose. His wife 
Crobyle was acquainted with a milliner whose 
brother was a great favourite with the lady's- 
maid of a certain Milesian dancer, who, as report 
said, ranked very high in the estimation of the 
arch-priest. Unfortunately the ministers of 
Jason's temple were forbidden to marry, but 
the world whispered suspiciously, though freely, 
on the subject. The truth was, the priest was 
an extravagant admirer of pantomimic solo- 
dancing ; but, to prevent the slightest cause for 
suspicion, he sedulously avoided seeing the lady 
by daylight, and only permitted her occasional 
visits to his study in the evening, and through 
a small side-door which led into his garden. 
Now, as certain persons had in the dim twilight 
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of the morning seen a thickly-veiled person go out 
through this door, there arose a vague rumour 
that it must be the dancer in question, and that 
the arch-priest had formed a very decided par- 
tiality for her; and indeed, had this been 
so, and Agathyrsus been anything else than 
the arch-priest, probably very little would have 
been said about it. Be this as it may, however, 
certain it is that the donkey-driver spoke with 
his wife, his wife with the dressmaker, the 
dressmaker with her brother, her brother with 
the lady's-maid, the lady's maid with her mis- 
tress ; and as this last was all-powerful with the 
arch-priest, who on his part was all-powerful 
with the magistrates of Abdera and their ladies. 
Anthrax concluded, and not altogether without 
reason, that he had placed his business in the 
best hands in the world. 

But it unfortunately happened that the wait- 
ing-maid had registered a solemn vow not 
to give her aid gratis, any more than Anthrax 
himself would give the shade of his donkey. 
She had a kind of tariflF, in accordance with 
which the slightest service which could be re- 
quired of her was valued at precisely four 
drachmas, and in the present case she was the 
less disposed to abate even half a drachma, in- 
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asmuch as it was a considerable letting-down of 
her dignity to become a politician in a cause 
the principal character in which was — ^an ass. 
In short, our Iris stood out for her four drach- 
mas, which was just double what the poor 
suitor, even in the event of his gaining his suit, 
hoped to win by it. Again he felt himself in 
great perplexity, for could he hope that a humble 
ass-driver (with nothing to assist him but the 
justice of his cause) should succeed against a 
wealthy opponent supported by a whole com- 
munity ? Indeed, he knew that Struthion 
boasted everywhere that the victory was already 
in his hands. At length, after great anxiety, 
the worthy Anthrax thought of another scheme 
to influence the arch-priest in his favour, with- 
out the interposition of the dancer or her abi- 
gail; and its greatest advantage was that he 
had not far to seek for it. 

To come to the point, he had a daughter 
named Sorgo, to whom, with the savings of his 
industry, he had given a tolerable musical edu- 
cation, hoping she would repay him what he 
had disbursed for her by making some good 
and permanent theatrical engagement. She was 
a decent singer, a good guitar-player, and 
had a fine figure, and, though not exactly one 
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of the handsomest, her large black eyes and the 
fresh bloom of youth made up, at least in the 
estimation of Anthrax, what she wanted in more 
regular charms. On festival-days, with her 
shining braided hair, and nosegay in her bosom, 
she resembled one of Anacreon's Thracian vir- 
gins, and it was soon found that the arch-priest 
Agathyrsys was fond of good guitar-playing 
and ballad-singing, in both which accompKsh-^ 
ments the pretty songstress had some claims 
to proficiency, so that now the good Anthrax 
and his excellent wife thought their daughter's 
talents might be made of some account. At the 
same time they thought, as another auxiliary, it 
would be wise also for Anthrax to cultivate the 
friendship of the arch-priest's valet, while Cro- 
byle instructed her daughter how to act so 
that she might in time supersede the dancer 
and remain the undisputed mistress of the 
garden-door. 

The thing succeeded exactly as they wished. 
The valet, who was sometimes at his wits' end 
to satisfy ^^ penchant of his master for variety, 
seized with both hands this auspicious oppor- 
tunity, and the young Sorgo played her part won- 
derfully well for a beginner. Agathyrsus found 
in her a charming mixture of simplicity and 
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self-will, and a sort of wUd grace, which pleased 
him, because he had never seen anything like it 
before. In short, she had scarcely sung three 
times in the cabinet of Agathyrsus before 
Anthrax was given to understand, on perfectly 
rehable authority, that the arch-priest had al- 
ready employed several eminent counsel on his 
behalf, and had expressed with some zeal his 
determination that a dependant of Jason's 
temple should not be borne down and sacrificed 
by the chicanery of the sycophant Physignathus, 
and the partiality of the guildmaster Awl. 



^ 



CHAPTER IV, 

Judicial proceedings. — ^Eeport of the assesBor. — Miltias' 
judgment. — ^And of what followed therefrom. 

In the mean time, the important day had arrived 
on which this remarkable case was to be decided. 
The sycophants had done their part, and the 
pleadings were now laid before a referee, by 
name Miltias, concerning whose impartiaUty the 
enemies of the dentist had very serious mis- 
givings. It could not be denied that he was on 
terms of the closest intimacy with the sycophant 
Physignathus, and beyond this it had been 
somewhat severely commented upon that Mrs. 
Struthion, one of the handsomest women of her 
class, had several times personally recommended 
to him the case of her husband. But as all 
these things furnished no legal ground of 
objection, and as Miltias was the proper judge 
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by rotation, aflFairs went on in their proper 
order. 

Miltias set forth the history of the dispute 
so circumstantially, and gave the reasons for all 
his views so much in detail, and with so much 
impartiality, that for a long while the hearers 
were in doubt which way he would at last 
decide. He did not deny that there was much 
to be said on both sides. On the one hand, he 
observed, nothing could be clearer than that he 
who hired the ass, the principal, hired also the 
ass's shadow, the accessorium ; that this was, in 
point of fact, tacitly implied, or, if any objection 
should be taken to this implied contract, still 
that the shadow followed the body of itself, so 
that the enjoyment of the shadow naturally 
belonged to him who had secured to himself the 
use of the substance; the more so, as not the least 
damage was done thereby to the essence and 
substance of the ass. On the other hand, it 
seemed not less clear, that though the shadow 
might be regarded either as an essential or 
circumstantial portion of the ass, yet it would 
by no means follow that the hirer of the one 
should be construed into being also the hirer of 
the other, notwithstanding that the aforesaid 
shadow could not be taken by itself, or without 
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the before-mentioned ass. He observed that 
the shadow of an ass was, philosophically con- 
sidered, nothing less than a shadowy ass, and as 
the proprietor of the bodily ass was also the 
proprietor of the shadowy one, it was irrational 
to imagine that he should, without remuneration, 
let or give over the one to the hirer of the other. 
But, besides all this, if it were allowed that the 
shadow was only the accessorium of the living 
and more obvious donkey, yet the hirer does 
not obtain a right to every possible use of the 
ass, but only to that specified in the contract, 
viz. the journey agreed upon, and without 
which use the contract could not be carried* 
out. 

But, amongst all the laws of Abdera, nothing 
could be found distinctly bearing upon the sub- 
ject, and the judgment of the court had therefore 
to be given upon the merits of the case. All 
the ingenuity of the lawyers was in consequence 
strained to the utmost, to prove whether a 
shadow was one of those common things to 
which every one has an equal right, or one of 
those in which an exclusive property could be 
established. In default of positive enactment, 
the custom of the whole human race may be 
reasonably taken as having the force of law, and 
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as being, in fact, a true oracle of Nature herself. 
Now, according to this custom, shadows are to 
be regarded as among those things which, like 
light, air, sunshine, are free and common to all, 
things in which no exclusive possession can be 
maintained. 

This principle being laid down — and Miltias 
took care that it should be supported by a host 
of arguments, which we shall willingly spare 
the reader — ^it followed, as a matter of course, 
that the shadows of all the asses in Thrace were 
as free to the use of any one who could make 
use of them as the shadow of Mount Athos 
itself, that he who sat down in any shadow 
became for a time the possessor of it, and that 
the right ceased with the possession. In conse- 
quence of this it further followed that such 
shadows could not be the subjects of bargain 
and sale, of gift or bequest, and therefore not of 
letting or hiring. 

These principles being applied to the suit 
of the ass-driver Anthrax against the dentist 
Struthion, it appeared that the latter had enjoyed 
a full right to the use of the shadow of the 
plaintiff's donkey, and the wise Miltias decided 
that Anthrax should not only be compelled to 
withdraw his claim for a separate sum, as hire 
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of the ass's shadow, but also be condemned in 
all the costs of this action. 

We leave the decision of the sage Miltias to 
the consideration of the right-minded reader, 
and as we have resolved in the whole case to 
give no opinion ourselves, but to act the part 
only of a perfectly impartial historian, we shall 
be content with observing that it had been the 
custom in Abdera from time immemorial for the 
decision of the assessor, in all cases tried before 
the civil high court of justice, to be ratified 
either by the unanimous voice of the dicasts 
present, or at least by a great majority of them. 
At all events, no instance to the contrary had 
occurred for more than a century, and indeed it is 
difficult to imagine how such an instance should 
occur. For during the summing-up, which usually 
was rather a prolix matter, these gentlemen, who 
were, in fact, both judges and jury, were either 
staring out of the windows, or doing anything 
rather than attending to the business before 
them. Some indeed went bodily out of the 
court, paid visits to the neighbouring taverns, or 
called on their lady friends. Nor was the case 
very much better with those that remained, for 
they spent their time in whispering one to 
another, or falling asleep downright over the 

c 2 
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pleadings. In short, there was established a 
kind of tacit compromise between the referee 
and the assessors, and it was only a matter of 
mere form that a few minutes before the former 
pronounced the final sentence, the latter should 
rise up each in his place, and confirm with be* 
coming zeal the conclusion which had just been 
laid before the court. 

But this law-suit of the ass's shadow had the 
distinguished honour done to it, that all the di- 
casts (except, perhaps, three or four who had 
promised their voices beforehand to the dentist, 
and would not give up their right of sleeping 
through the proceedings), not only kept to- 
gether, but kept awake, as indeed was only due 
to so interesting a cause : and thus, when their 
votes came to be collected, it turned out that 
the judgment was ratified by a majority of only 
twelve against eight. 

As soon as the proclamation of the verdict 
had been made, Polyphonus, the plaintiff's advo- 
cate, did not fail to raise his voice, and, declaring 
the decision unjust, partial, and null and void 
through legal inaccuracies, to appeal to the great 
council of Abdera. Now as the suit itself was 
about n matter which was only of the alleged 
value of two drachmas, and, even when all the 
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costs were added, was still within the amount 
required to render an appeal legal, there arose 
a great tumult in the court. The minority 
declared that it was not with them a question of 
money, but of right ; that it concerned the very 
principle of property ; and that, as no law existed 
upon the subject, it ought to be brought before 
the assembly of law-givers as the only body 
which, in such a case, could properly decide. 

How it happened that the assessor, with all 
his zeal for the plaintiff, thought nothing of this 
question, or that his opponent's counsel would 
raise this pretext for the grand council to pro- 
ceed upon, we can only account for on the 
ground that he was an Abderite, and, according 
to the custom of his townsmen, looked only on 
one side of a case, and that always the upper- 
most one. In this particular instance, perhaps, a 
further reason might be given for his having 
acted so carelessly, viz. that he had spent a 
great part of the preceding night at a banquet, 
and on his return the wife of Struthion suc- 
ceeded in obtaining an audience of no small 
length, not adding greatly thereby to his night's 
rest. 

At last, after much discussion, the city magis- 
trate, Philippides, intimated that he should 
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bring the question whether the appeal should be 
permitted or not before the senate. So saying 
he rose, the members of the court dispersed 
rather tumultuously, and the plaintiff and de- 
fendant betook themselves, with their advocates, 
friends, and partisans, to consider what was to 
be done next. 



CHAPTER V. 

Opinions of the senate. — ^Virtue of the fkir Sorgo, and 
its effects. — The priest Strobylus appears on the 
stage, and the matter becomes serious. 

The suit concerning the ass's shadow had at 
first amused the Abderites, and attracted their 
attention, only by its absurdity ; but it had now 
become a matter in which their notions of right 
and wrong, and in fact their ideas of national 
honour, were involved. 

The gmldmaster Awl had taken it into his 
head that the member of his company must 
gaiS his cause, and as he spent almost every 
evening in gatherings of the people either for 
pleasure or business, he had abeady gained 
wellnigh half the citizens to his way of think- 
ing, and his party was daily on the increase. 

On the other hand, the arch-priest had not 
till now considered the matter weighty enough 
to require much exertion on his part on behalf 
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of his dependant; but now, the affair between 
him and the young Sorgo began to assume a 
more serious aspect, as, instead of a certain 
docility which he expected to find in her, he 
encountered a resistance which neither her 
parentage nor her education would have led any 
one to look for. 

Indeed, as the young lady began to talk about 
the danger to her reputation which her frequent 
exits and entrances by the little garden-door 
might occasion, it seems by no means unnatural 
that Agathyrsus might think it worth while to 
interest himself a little more warmly in the 
cause of the father, if it were only to merit the 
gratitude of the daughter. The revived com- 
motion which the reference of the case to the 
great council had made in the law-suit, gave 
him an opportunity of speaking on the subject 
with some of his own most particular friends in 
the senate. " However ridiculous the thing may 
be in itself, we must not allow a poor man 
living under the protection of Jason to be op- 
pressed by a cabal." " The insignificancy of the 
original cause of dispute ought not," he said, " to 
be regarded, for this was not unfrequently the 
case with things of the greatest importance, but 
rather the spirit in which the matter had been 
undertaken, and the ulterior intentions which 
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were expressed, or at least entertained, in the 
case. Besides which it was quite time that the 
insolence of the sycophant Physignathus, who 
was most of all to blame for the scandal, should 
receive a check, and the tight rein be applied a 
little to that ambitious and overbearing dema- 
gogue, the guildmaster Awl, before he had suc- 
ceeded in quite overthrowing the aristocracy of 
his native city/' 

It is only due to truth to observe that 
there were in the beginning of the controversy 
some who regarded the thing from a right point 
of view, and who expressed great contempt for 
the worthy police-magistrate Philippides that he 
had not strangled so ridiculous a suit in its birth ; 
but even these gradually altered their opinion, 
and the enthusiasm, not to say fanaticism, which 
had already seized upon a large part of the 
people, began to make its way among the savants 
also. Some dated the change in their views 
from the time when a man of so much conse- 
quence as Agathyrsus became deeply and evi- 
dently interested in it, others from the period 
when they saw that there was danger to the 
aristocracy from the ascendancy of the guild- 
master Awl. 

Many embraced the side of the ass-driver out 

c 3 
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of pure opposition, and many more because 
they really believed that a great wrong had been 
done to him ; while, on the other hand, not a few 
declared for the dentist because certain persons 
with whom they did not choose to hold one 
opinion in common, had pronounced themselves 
on the opposite side. 

Notwithstanding all this, however, the absurd 
contention would never have been carried to so 
great a height among the Abderites — Abderites 
though they were — as to have any perceptible 
effect on the commonwealth, had not the evil 
genius of the republic, in the shape of the priest 
Strobylus, stepped forward and mingled in the 
fray, with no greater cause so to do than the 
unquietness of his natural disposition and his 
hatred to Agathyrsus. 

In order to make this the clearer to the 
amiable reader, we must do as the old poet did 
with his Iliad — we must begin " ab ovo^ that is, 
from the beginning; and the more so as this 
will be the only way to make intelligible certain 
passages in the history of Euripides, and certain 
expressions which fell from the lips of Strobylus 
against the great naturalist Democritus. 



CHAPTER VI. 

The proportions of the temple of Latona compared 
with those of the temple of Jason. — Contrast between 
the characters of Strobylus and Agathyrsus. — Stro- 
bjlus declares in favour of Sfcruthion, and is sup- 
ported by Salabanda, who begins to play a conspicu- 
ous part in the farce. 

The worship of Latona was, as Strobylus had 
informed Euripides, as old in Abdera as the 
transplantation of the Lycian colony, and the 
extreme simplicity which characterized the archi- 
lecture of her little temple might reasonably be 
appealed to as a convincing proof of the fact. 

However insignificant was the exterior of the 
shrine, the regular endowments of the priest- 
hood were fully as unpretending. But as neces- 
sity is the mother of invention, these gentlemen 
had long since found out a way, by setting the 
superstition of the Abderites to work, to indem- 
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CHAPTER VI. 

The proportions of the temple of Latona compared 
with those of the temple of Jason. — Contrast between 
the characters of Strobylus and Agathyrsus. — Stro- 
bjlus declares in favour of Struthion, and is sup- 
ported by Salabanda, who begins to play a conspicu- 
ous part in the farce. 

The worship of Latona was, as Strobylus had 
informed Euripides, as old in Abdera as the 
transplantation of the Lycian colony, and the 
extreme simplicity which characterized the archi- 
tecture of her little temple might reasonably be 
appealed to as a convincing proof of the fact. 

However insignificant was the exterior of the 
shrine, the regular endowments of the priest- 
hood were fully as unpretending. But as neces- 
sity is the mother of invention, these gentlemen 
had long since found out a way, by setting the 
superstition of the Abderites to work, to indem- 



38 THE REPUBLIC OP FOOLS. 

nify themselves for the very limited amount of 
their statutable incomes; and as these were 
clearly insufficient, they had succeeded in per- 
suading the senate, which would never have 
increased their allowances by any augmentation 
specially devoted to that purpose, to set apart 
certain funds for the preservation of the holy 
frog-pools. It need hardly be said that the 
grateful and right-minded frogs left by far the 
larger part of such sums for the use of their 
conservators. 

Very different were the circumstances of the 
temple of Jason, that renowned leader of the 
Argonauts, to whom in Abdera only was divine 
worship offered, and a place given among the 
greater gods. 

We are not aware of any other grounds for 
this distinction, save that several of the oldest 
and richest families in Abdera traced their de- 
scent up to that hero. One of his grandsons had, 
as tradition asserted, settled down in that city 
and become the common father of several dis- 
tinct lines, of which more tl^an one were in full 
prosperity at the time of the present history. 
To honour the memory of the hero from whoni 
they descended, they had at first consecrated a 
small chapel. With the progress of time this 
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grew into a kind of open temple, which the 
piety of the Jasonians had gradually provided 
with sufficient revenues. At last, when Abdera 
had become, through a series of fortunate cir- 
ctunstances, one of the richest cities in Thrace, 
the families of his blood determined to build to 
their deified ancestor a temple whose beauty 
should be at once an honour to their city and 
a wonder to posterity. 

The new temple of Jason was a glorious work, 
and, with its dependent buildings, offices, asylum, 
and residences for the priests, together with its 
appropriate groves and gardens, made an entire 
quarter of the city. The arch-priest was re- 
quired by statute to be always one of the mem- 
bers of the oldest Jasonian family, and as he 
had not only considerable revenues in virtue of 
his office, but also a supremacy over all persons 
and things connected with the temple, it is easy 
to imagine that the chief priest of Latona 
did not look with an eye of indiflPerence on 
all these advantages. A sort of rivalry soon 
established itself between these prelates; their 
successors kept it up jealously, and on every 
suitable occasion it was sure to be manifested. 

The chief priest of Latona was undoubtedly 
the head of the Abderite clergy ; only the arch- 
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priest of Jason was not under his rule, but con- 
stituted with his dependants a separate college, 
which, save its acknowledgment of the laws of 
the city, was free from all control. The festi- 
val of Latona was the pre-eminent fast-day of 
the republic ; but as the smallness of the temple 
revenues admitted but of little display, it came 
to pass that the feast of Jason, which was cele- 
brated with extraordinary magnificence, was, in 
the eyes of the people, if not the most venerable, 
at least the most enjoyable, and all the reverence 
which they felt for Latona, and all the respect 
which they entertained for her priests and the 
holy frogs, could not prevent the arch-priests of 
Jason from making a greater figure and obtain- 
ing thereby a greater amount of consideration ; 
and although the common people had probably 
more inclination towards the priests of Latona, 
yet even this was counterbalanced by the close 
connection existing between the arch-priest of 
Jason and the most aristocratic houses in the 
State. In short, a man in this position neces- 
sarily possessed such influence, that were he 
ambitious he might easily have made himself 
a sort of tyrant over the city. 

Now, to all these hereditary causes of jealousy 
and rivalry between the heads of the Abderite 
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clergy, the present incumbents, Strobylus and 
Agathyrsus, added a pprsonal enmity, which was 
the natural result of their very different ways 
of thinking. 

Agathyrsus was far more a man of the world 
than a priest — of the latter he had indeed little 
more than the robes ; the love of pleasure was 
his ruling passion, for though he was not wanting 
in pride no one could accuse him of ambition, 
so long as he allowed other inclinations to over- 
rule that feeling. He loved the arts and fami- 
liar converse with virtuosi of all kinds, and had 
the reputation of being one of those priests who 
have little belief even in their own gods. At 
least, it must be confessed that he was partial 
to a rather free joke on the holy frogs of Latona, 
and there were persons found willing to swear that 
they had heard from his own lips the declara- 
tion, " that the frogs of that goddess had long 
ago been changed into wretched poets and 
Abderite singers." 

That he lived on tolerably pleasant terms with 
Democritus, was not a fact calculated to increase 
the opinion of his orthodoxy. 

In short, Agathyrsus was a man of good tem- 
perament, clear head, and rather free life, a 
favourite with the Abderite nobility, a still greater 
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favourite with the fair sex, and, on account of 
his open-handed liberality and stately Jasonian 
presence, almost as much a favourite with the 
lowest classes of the people. 

Now Nature, in her most whimsical moment, 
had never formed a man more completely the 
antipodes of all this than was Strobylus. He 
had found by experience, as many like him 
have done, that a mortified countenance and a 
sanctimonious manner are infallible means, with 
the great majority of what are called religious 
people, of obtaining the character of a wise and 
pious man. 

As Nature had furnished his visage with more 
than a reasonable amount of vinegar, it cost him 
very little to assume those manners which, to 
those who can look beneath the surface, signify 
nothing more than a limited understanding and 
an indomitable obstinacy. Without any taste 
for the sublime and beautiful, he was a born 
despiser of all the arts and sciences which deve- 
lope that taste, and his hatred to philosophy was 
only the natural dislike of a stupid bigot towards 
all which was wiser and better than himself. In 
his decisions he was crooked and partial, in his 
opinions unreasonable, in controversy rude and 
vehement, and, whenever he believed himself to 
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be insulted or injured, either in his own person 
or in that of the holy frogs of Latona, to the 
utmost degree vindictive. With all this he was 
not the less submissive, even to meanness, when 
he could only obtain what he desired by the help 
of a person whom he hated. In addition, there 
seemed some ground for the opinion generally 
held of him, that, in any matter not altogether 
inconsistent with his character, he might easily 
be brought to reason by proper doses of golden 
darics or philips. 

From such opposite elements, especially when 
the many circumstances of jealousy attached to, 
and indeed inseparable from, their respective 
positions, are taken into consideration, it will not 
be thought strange that a mutual hatred should 
arise, which was restrained with difficulty, and 
only kept within bounds at all by a great 
contempt on the part of Agathyrsus, which pre- 
vented his hatred to the chief priest from reach- 
ing the limits which it otherwise would have 
done, and from the energy which made it im- 
possible for Strobylus to despise the arch-priest 
of Jason so much as he would fain have wished. 

To all this must be added one more point 
of contrast. Agathyrsus, by reason of his birth 
and social position, belonged to the aristocracy ; 
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Strobylus, notwithstanding his relations with 
certain senators, was a declared partisan of the 
democracy, and, next to the guildmaster Awl, 
was the very person who, by his character, weight, 
enthusiastic feeling, and a certain taking kind 
of popular eloquence, had the greatest influence 
with the demos. 

It may easily be supposed that the affair of 
the ass's shadow became a more serious one, as 
soon as a few men, such as the principal priests 
of Abdera, mingled with it. 

Strobylus, so long as the suit had been carried 
on before the ordinary tribunals, had taken no 
other part in it than declaring, from time to 
time, that he in such a case would have acted pre- 
cisely as the dentist had done ; but as soon as 
he learned through his niece, the Lady Salabanda, 
that Agathyrsus had made the interests of his 
protege, however he might appear at first to 
despise them, really and earnestly his own, he 
felt it his duty to place himself at once at the 
head of the opposite party, and to support the 
guildmaster by all the influence which he had 
either with the senate or with the people. 

Salabanda was too much accustomed to have 
a hand in all public business in Abdera, to be 
the last to take her part in such a matter as 
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the present. Besides her near relationship to 
the priest Strobylus, she had another reason to 
make common cause with him, — a reason not 
the less powerful for being kept to herself. We 
have mentioned on another occasion that this 
lady, out of mere poUtical considerations, or, it 
may be, out of a little coquetry — and who shall 
say how far these two may not be sometimes 
mingled together ? — thought fit always to have 
about her a number of willing slaves, among 
whom, mischievous people said, there must 
surely be one or another who knew what he 
served her for. Now the scandalous chronicle 
of Abdera asserted that Agathyrsus had at one 
time the honour to be one of these last, and, 
in point of fact, there were a number of cir- 
cumstances which rendered such a report not 
altogether undeserving of attention. In fact, 
a very close and aflFectionate friendship subsisted 
between them when the ballerina came to Ab- 
dera, and before long Salabanda saw plainly 
enough that the fickle son of Jason had offered 
her up on the altar of his new divinity. 

Agathyrsus visited her house on the same ap- 
parent footing as before, and the lady was a great 
deal too politic to give in her outward behaviour 
the least sign of change. But in her heart 
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she nourished wrath. She did not forget what 
it was which had so deeply involved the arch- 
priest in the law-suit, and kept up his enthusiasm 
in it ; secretly she tracked all his comings and 
goings — all doors open and shut, all approaches 
to his cabinet by day or night — till at last she 
found out all his intrigues with the young Sorgo, 
and was in a position to lay the story before the 
priest Strobylus. She enabled him to put the 
whole matter in as detestable a light as he 
pleased, choosing, for her own part, to use it 
with a view of rendering Agathyrsus ridiculous. 
Agathyrsus, however little it cost him for the 
most part to sacrifice to his pleasures all sorts 
of political advantages, had his moments of ob- 
stinacy — moments in which a matter wherein he 
was at the bottom very little interested, could 
stir up all his pride ; and whenever this took 
place his vivacity usually carried him a great 
deal further than he would have gone had he 
calmly and quietly reviewed the business. The 
reason which had at first induced him to mix 
himself up with so despicable a suit, no longer 
existed, for the young Sorgo, notwithstanding 
the advice of her mother ,had either not manifested 
sufficient discretion, or not felt sufiicient indif- 
ference to continue steadfast in resisting the 
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fascinations of so experienced a suitor as Aga- 
thyrsus. 

But he was now embarked in the cause ; his 
honour was concerned in its success. He had 
daily and nightly information how insolently 
the guildmaster and the priest with their fol- 
lowers discoursed about him, how they threatened, 
how high-handedly they hoped to carry their 
point, and the like ; and this was more than 
sufficient to induce him to employ all his ener- 
gies for the overthrow of enemies whom he so 
completely despised, and to chastise them for 
the very insolence of having attempted to oppose 
him. 

Notwithstanding the cabal of the Lady Sala- 
banda, which was not sufficiently fine-spun to be 
long concealed from him, he had the greater 
part of the senate on his side ; and though his 
opponents left nothing untried to exasperate 
the people against him, yet he had partisans 
enough, especially in the guilds of butchers, 
braziers, and tanners, to be very formidable, 
from the power of their lungs and the strength 
of their arms, whenever either shouting or strik- 
ing was required. 



CHAPTER VII. 

All Abdera divides itself into two parties. — The business 
comes before tbe council. 

In the state of fermentation in which the whole 
city found itself, the two parties gradually came 
to be known by the respective, if not respectful, 
appellations of Asses and Shadows. How this 
came about it is not easy to show, but probably . 
because so great parties could not go much 
longer without any names. The favourites of 
the dentist, remembering their right to the 
shadow, called themselves by its name, and out 
of contempt applied that of asses to their 
opponents. Now, as the followers of the 
arch-priest could not hinder the people fipom 
making the distinction, and as they gradually 
became accustomed to it themselves, they ac- 
cepted the terms with good-nature, only turning 
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the point of the weapon against their adversaries, 
by connecting all that was ridiculous with the 
shadow, and all that was honourable with the 
ass: for they observed, justly enough, if a 
ma n had only the choice of being one or the 
other, he would much rather be a living 
donkey with all his belongings than the mere 
shadow of one. However this may be, certain 
it was, that in a few days all Abdera was divided 
into these two parties ; and as soon as a name 
was found for them, so great was the jealousy 
and party-spirit displayed, that no one was 
allowed to remain neutral. " Are you a Shadow 
or an Ass?" was the first question put by the 
common citizens to one another, when they met 
in the street or at the tavern ; and if a Shadow 
was so luckless as to be the only one of his kind 
among a number of Asses, his only ultimatum 
was, unless he could save himself by a timely 
retreat, either to apologize on the spot, or to be 
turned out of doors with every mark of con- 
tempt. Indeed, so great was the bitterness 
engendered by the dispute, that a genuine 
Shadow would rather perish with hunger, and 
join the Stygian shades in earnest, than buy 
a threepenny loaf of a baker of the Asses' 
party. 
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The women too, as may easily be imagined, 
took up the dispute, and that not with less 
warmth than the other sex : indeed, the first 
blood which was shed in the contest was drawn 
forth by the nails of two hucksters who fell upon 
each other's physiognomy in the open market. 
It was, however, remarked, that by far the greater 
portion of the Abderite ladies declared themselves 
on the side of the arch-priest ; and where in any 
house the man was a Shadow, there it might be 
almost certainly depended upon that the wife was 
an Ass, and generally as enthusiastic and uncom- 
promising a donkey as can be well imagined. 

Among many lamentable as well as many 
ridiculous consequences of this party-spirit 
among the ladies, not the least remarkable was 
that a great many courtships were broken off ' 
quite suddenly, because the self-willed Shadow 
chose rather to give up his betrothed than his 
party, and on the contrary a great many were 
brought to a happy termination, after many 
years' hopeless pursuit, simply because the now- 
fortunate suitor avowed himself to be an Ass. 

In the mean time the question whether the 
suit should be brought before the great council 
of the State, was debated in the senate; and 
although this was the first time that the venera- 
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ble body had been summoned to deliberate on so 
ridiculous an affair as an ass's shadow, yet each 
member had already taken his part. The ar- 
chon Onolaus was the only person who appeared 
in doubt how he couki give the matter a decent 
appearance. It was observed that he spoke 
much lower than usual, and at the close of his 
address he uttered these remarkable and omi- 
nous words : — " He feared much lest this ass's 
shadow, which was now the subject of so much 
contention, would darken the fame of the re- 
public for centuries to come. His opinion was, 
that the appeal should be refused, the decree 
of the court below aflfirmed ; that each party 
should bear his own costs; and that the whole 
matter should be buried in eternal oblivion. 
In the mean time," he added, " that if the laws 
of Abdera were not, in the opinion of the 
majority, sufficient to decide so contemptible a 
case, the great council must take the matter 
in hand, though he would strongly recommend 
that a strict search should be first made through 
the archives of the courts, in order to see if any 
cause at all similar had occurred before, and, if 
80, how it had been decided." 

The moderation of the archon, which by 
impartial posterity will secure to him the repu- 

VOL. II. D 
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tation of true administrative wisdom, was then 
when party-spirit had bhnded all eyes, only 
looked on as a proof of weakness and crimi- 
nal indiflference to the welfare of the republic. 
Several senators of the arch-priest's party at 
once began with great zeal to exclaim thus : — 
" Nothing ought to be called contemptible which 
concerned the freedom of Abdera. If there were 
no law on the subject there could be no lawful 
mode of proceeding, and the very first instance 
in which the judges were permitted to decide 
a case according to their own arbitrary will, 
would put an end to the liberties of the State. 
If the subject of the contest were even yet 
more contemptible than it was, the question was 
not how much or how Uttle was the worth of 
the thing itself, but which of the parties was 
in the right ; and as no law had as yet decided 
whether the shadow of the ass were really 
though tacitly included in the bargain, so 
neither the law-courts nor the senate itself 
could without open tyranny undertake to award 
to the lessee a thing to which the lessor had 
at least as good a right, or rather indeed a far 
better one, as it by no means followed from 
the nature of the contract that it had been 
the intention of this latter to let the shadow of 
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the ass at all ;" — and a great deal more in the 
same strain. One of these gentlemen went so 
far as to say, in his enthusiastic party-spirit, 
that he had always been a zealous patriot, and 
ere he would permit that one of his fellow- 
citizens should be wrongfully deprived even 
of the shadow of an empty nutshell, he would 
see all Abdera in fire and flames. 

At this Guildmaster Awl lost all patience. 
"The fire/' he exclaimed, "with which the 
State has been so insolently threatened, should 
rather be fed with the person of one who talks 
so foolishly. I am no scholar,*' said he, " but I 
know what is what, and do not buy horse- 
litter for spices. A man must have lost his 
senses altogether if he imagines a law to be 
necessary just to enable a person to sit in the 
shadow of a donkey, when he has just pur- 
chased with hard cash the right to sit on the 
donkey itself; and besides this, it is a sin 
and a shame that so many skilful and distin- 
guished men should be wasting their time and 
puzzling their brains about a matter that any 
child might settle in a quarter of an hour — for 
did ever anybody in all the world hear that 
shadows were among those things which men 
hired from one another ?'' 

D 2 
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"The honourable gentleman," replied the 
senator Euphranor, " upsets his own argument 
in so speaking, for if the shadow of the donkey 
could not be hired, it follows as a matter of 
course that it was not hired ; for he will permit 
me to remind him that a non posse ad non esse 
valet consequentia. The dentist can therefore, 
according to the honourable gentleman's own 
principles, have acquired no right to the shadow, 
and the judgment becomes null and void." 

The guildmaster was posed, and as he did 
not see clearly how to answer this reasoning, 
he only talked the louder, and called heaven and 
earth to witnesss that he would rather tear out 
his grey beard hair by hair than let himself be 
made an ass of in his old age. The gentlemen of 
his party supported him with all their strength ; 
but they were after all in a minority, and all 
they could obtain, by the help of the archon, 
and the senator of whom mention has been 
made before, was that the aflGair should remain 
in statu quo for a while till an investigation had • 
been made into the archives of the courts, to see 
if there were any precedent according to which 
a suit of this great importance might be decided. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

Gt>od condition of the Abderite Chancery Court. — 
Precedents discovered which have no bearing upon 
the subject. — ^Determination of the people to storm 
the senate-house. — Their fury assuaged by Agathyrsus. 
— The senate determines to leave the matter to the 
great council. 

The chancery of Abdera (since we have now 
an opportunity of mentioning it we may de- 
spatch the subject in a very few words,) was 
as well arranged and managed as might reasona- 
bly be expected from so wise a republic. There 
were, however, two faults charged against it, — 
faults which it shared with many other institu- 
tions of the same nature, and about which, in 
Abdera at least, for some centuries past, daily 
complaints had been made, without the idea 
occurring to anybody that they might perhaps, 
in one way or another, be remedied. 

One of these faults was that the archives and 
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acts lay treasured up in an extremely damp 
vault, where they perished from want of air, 
mouldered away, became moth-eaten, and at 
last were found to be totally illegible. 

The other was, that, whatever information 
was sought for by means of them, the docu- 
ments required to substantiate it could never 
be found. As often as this took place, some 
patriotic senator would probably remark, and 
for the most part with the acquiescence of the 
whole body, that " this arose solely from the want 
of care and order in the department of the 
record-office.'* Indeed, it would have been 
difficult to devise an hypothesis by which the 
phenomena in question could be more satis- 
factorily explained. On this account it almost 
invariably happened, when the council ordered 
a search into the archives, the result was — 
and all the parties concerned made themselves 
perfectly sure of the fact beforehand — ^that 
nothing was found ! The customary declaration, 
therefore, that all diligent search had been 
made in the record-office, and nothing had 
been there discovered, was received with per- 
fect apathy, as a conclusion which everybody had 
fully expected. 

This had been accordingly the case with the 
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search made in the present action, whether 
there might not be found some precedents 
calculated to aid the courts in their deci- 
sion. Nothing had been found, although 
several gentlemen in the last session had been 
postively certain that there must have been 
innumerable actions of a similar nature decided. 
Meantime the zeal of a certain counsellor of the 
party of the Asses had discovered the records 
of two old law-suits, which had once made some 
stir in Abdera, and seemed to have some little 
resemblance to the present action. 
' The one concerned a dispute between the pos- 
sessors of two plots of ground within the precincts 
of the city, about the right to a Uttle hillock 
which lay between them. The hillock in question 
was about five or six feet in circuit, and might in 
process of time have reached the dimensions of 
a moderate molehill. A thousand little circum- 
stances had so embittered the feelings of the 
two famiUes concerned in the dispute, that each 
had determined rather to risk house and home 
than yield up the right to this molehill. The 
Abderite courts of justice were the more puz- 
zled how to decide, inasmuch as the evidence on 
both sides consisted of an innumerable host 
of small, doubtful, and obscure facts. In fact. 
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after litigation of more than five-and-twenty 
years, the affair was not a step the nearer to 
settlement, but was, on the contrary, just five- 
and-twenty times more incomprehensible than it 
was in the beginning. 

In aU probability the matter would never have 
been decided at all, had not both the parties ta 
the suit found themselves at last compelled to 
make over the estates between which the mole- 
hill lay to their respective lawyers, by way of 
liquidating the costs of the action. As the 
right to the molehill itself was thus conveyed 
away, the two lawyers made a friendly com- 
promise about it on the very day of possession — 
they consecrated the hillock to the goddess 
Tljemis, planted a fig-tree upon it, and under 
the fig-tree placed on a pedestal the image of 
the goddess, made of fir-wood and painted to 
look like stone. This they did at their joint 
expense, and the senate promulgated a decree 
that the possessors of the two estates should 
be bound ever after to keep at their common 
charge both statue and pedestal in good order. 

Both remained to the present time, in re^ 
membrance of that ancient law-suit — the fig* 
tree green and flourishing, but the statue in 
a very decayed and worm-eaten condition. 
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The other law-suit appeared to have a 
still closer resemblance to that which at the 
moment occupied the attention of the Ab- 
derites. A citizen named Pamplius possessed 
an estate, the chief advantage of which was, 
that on its south-west side it looked over a 
beautiful valley which lay between two well- 
wooded mountains, the prospect being at last 
terminated by the sea. Pamplius was in the 
habit of saying that he would not lose this 
prospect for a hundred Attic talents, and he 
had all the more reason for rating it so high, 
inasmuch as the property itself was of so 
little value that no one who regarded its uses 
only would have given the twentieth part of 
such a sum for it. 

Unfortunately a neighbour of his, on this 
very south-west side — a man tolerably well 
off in the world — thought fit to build a barn, 
in such a position as to take away at least 
four-fifths of the view, and thus, in the opinion 
of Pamplius, made the property less desirable 
to the value of eighty talents. Pamplius went 
to his neighbour, and very amicably entreated 
him to abstain from such an oppressive act; 
but the builder persisted in standing up for his 
Tight to build on his own land as he chose. 

d3 
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The subject was referred to law. Pamplius 
certainly could not prove that the prospect was 
an essential and indispensable part of his estate, 
or that his neighbour's barn shut out air and 
Ught from him, or that his grandfather, from 
whom the property came in a direct line to him, 
had given a single drachma more, on account 
of the prospect, than the land was worth in 
the time of Pamplius himself; neither could 
he assert that his neighbour was under any 
kind of engagement to him in virtue of which 
he was bound to pull down the barn at his 
desire. 

Only his advocate contended that the real 
question at issue lay much deeper, and arose 
out of the original idea of all property. **If 
the air were not a transparent medium, Elysium 
and Olympus itself might be opposite my 
client's estate, and he would be able to enjoy 
the sight of them as little as though a high 
wall were built right up to the sky against his 
window. This transparent nature and peculiarity 
of the atmosphere is the first and true cause 
of that lovely prospect which renders my client's 
property so desirable. Now this free and trans- 
parent air is, as everybody knows, one of those 
common things <vhich are equally the property 
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of all, and every unoccupied portion of it must 
be regarded as a res nidliriSy a thing which 
belongs to nobody, and, therefore, which be- 
comes the property of him who first takes 
possession of it. From time immemorial the 
ancestors of my client have together with their 
estate possessed and enjoyed the prospect which 
is now in dispute, unhindered and uncontested 
by any man. They have therefore with their 
eyes occupied the thereunto-belonging portion 
of air, and through this occupation the aforesaid 
portion has become an essential part of the 
hereinbefore-mentioned estate, and no part of 
this, however smaQ, can be taken away with- 
out bringing into danger of destruction every 
principle of law and rectitude." 

The senate of Abdera found this reasoning 
very powerful. The litigation went on with 
great subtlety on both sides, and, as Pamplius 
himself was during the course of it elected into 
the senate, the cause became daily more and 
more intricate, and the arguments on his side 
all the more considerable. At last the farmer 
died without seeing any end of his law-suit, 
and his heirs, perceiving that simple agricul- 
turists like them could do little or nothing 
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against so great a man as a senator of Abdera^ 
allowed their advocate to bring the matter to a 
compromise, by which it was agreed that they 
should pay the costs of the action, and abstain 
from completing the proposed bam, the rather 
as they had no money left to finish it, and the 
law-suit had so eaten up their estate that there 
was no longer any necessity for a bam upon it 
at all. 

Now it must have been pretty clear that 
neither of these actions could throw any light 
upon the present, inasmuch as in neither of them 
had any legal decision been arrived at : both, 
by good luck, had been ended by a compromise. 
But the senator who produced them seemed 
desirous of tuming them to no other account than 
merely to prove to the senate that in neither 
case — though both, by reason of the importance 
of the matter in dispute, and of the subtlety of 
the arguments employed, bore a great resem- 
blance to that concerning the ass's shadow — had 
any attempt been made to appeal to the great 
council, all the parties, as well clients as advo- 
cates, being fully persuaded that the ordinary 
courts had power and authority to deal with 
such cases. 
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The assembled Asses supported this view 
with the more zeal in that they were decidedly 
a majority if the suit were to be decided by 
the ordinary courts ; but on this very account 
the Shadows only persisted the more resolutely 
in their opposition. 

The whole morning was consumed in quarrel- 
ling and shouting, and the gentlemen would have 
separated at dinner-time without really having 
transacted any business, when a great number 
of Shadows, who, under the management of 
the guildmaster Awl, had assembled before the 
council-house, and reinforced themselves by a 
crowd of the lowest classes, at last brought the 
matter to a conclusion. The party of the arch- 
priest subsequently laid to the charge of the 
guildmaster that he had quietly stepped on to 
the balcony, and by well-understood signs excited 
the people to an uproar. Their opponents, how- 
ever, stoutly denied the imputation, and asserted 
that the intolerable noise and confusion created 
by the Asses had given the assembled citizens 
a notion that some violence was being done to 
the members of their party, and this mistake 
had occasioned the whole disturbance. 

However this may be, certain it is that a 
piercing yell suddenly assailed the windows of 
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the council-chamber : — " Liberty ! liberty ! 
Guildmaster Awl for ever ! Down with the 
donkey ! down with the Jasonians !" 

The archon came to the window, and begged 
the crowd to be quiet. But the tumult rather 
increased than diminished, and some of the 
boldest among the rioters declared that they 
would burn down the senate-house, unless the 
gentlemen would disperse at once, and leave 
the whole matter to be decided by the people in 
their great council. Some bad characters (and a 
few fishwomen were among them) broke into 
one or two of the neighbouring houses, snatched 
lighted brands from the hearth, and ran back 
with them in their hands to show honourable 
gentlemen that their threats were meant quite 
in earnest. 

In the mean time the concourse that was 
thus occasioned brought up also a number of 
Asses, who came to help their friends with 
pokers, tongs, shovels, cleavers, dung-forks, and 
anything else that came to hand ; and though 
they were greatly outnumbered by the Shadows, 
yet, by means of their vivacity, the contempt 
in which they held their opponents, and the 
cuffs and thrusts by which they enforced their 
verbal insults, they soon made broken heads 
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rather common casualties ; and the riot became 
universal. 

In such a state of affairs as this, it was clear 
enough that only one course was open to 
those assembled in the senate-house, and that 
was, for the sake of peace and out of a desire 
for the common good, to leave the suit of the ass 
and his shadow to be decided by the great council 
of the State, only providing that this should be 
done without prejudice, and should on no account 
be drawn into a precedent. 

Meantime honourable gentlemen felt so uneasy 
in their seats, that as soon as they had — though, 
it must be confessed, in a very tumultuous way 
— arrived at this conclusion, they begged with 
outstretched hands of Mr. Guildmaster Awl 
just to step down and quiet the people. The 
guildmaster was pleased enough to see the 
patricians so completely in the power of the 
populace, and quite willing to exhibit both his 
good-will towards one party and his authority 
with the other; but the tumult was now so 
great that his voice, though one of the most 
stentorian in Abdera, could be heard as little as 
the cry of a ship-boy at the mast-head in the 
midst of the most furious tempest. Indeed, 
the wrath of the mob had become so hot that 
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his own life would not have been quite secure- 
especially as, in their rage, they did not rightly 
distinguish who it was — when, most happily for 
all parties, just at that moment the arch-priest 
Agathyrsus, who thought this the most opportune 
moment to make a demonstration, came by with 
his golden fleece on a pole, and all his priesthood 
about him. He found means to calm the up- 
roar, and gave the excited multitude the assu- 
ranee that they should have satisfaction, and 
that he would himself be the first person to 
propose bringing the matter before the great 
council. 

This open assurance of the arch-priest, together 
with his coolness and courtesy, and perhaps also 
the reverence with which the Abderite people 
were accustomed to regard the golden fleece, had 
so good an effect that in a few minutes the 
whole crowd was quiet, and the market-place 
resounded with shouts of " Agathyrsus the arch- 
priest for ever ! " The wounded slipped off home 
to bind up their broken heads, and the rest of 
the assembly streamed away after the arch- 
priest. The guildmaster had thus the mortifi- 
cation of seeing a great part of his devoted 
Shadows, separated from the rest of their body 
help to swell the triumph of his enemy. 
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In that moment of intoxication it would have 
been no hard matter to induce them to pour out 
all those viak of wrath which they had prepared 
for their presumed enemies, the Asses, on the 
devoted heads of their chosen friends the 
Shadows. 



CHAPTER IX. 

Politics of both parties. — The arch-priest follows up his 
advantages. — The *• Shadows" recede. — The day of 
decision is appointed. 

The unexpected advantage which the arch-priest 
had gained over the " Shadows " damaged that 
party all the more effectually, as it not only 
deprived them of the joy and glory of the 
victory which they had already gained in the 
senate, but yet further weakened them by show- 
ing how light was the hold which they had on the 
popular mind. It was a proof of the fickleness 
of the multitude, who very seldom know what 
it is they really want. 

Agathyrsus, now the avowed head of the 
Asses, had by his emissaries discovered that 
jiothing had so far promoted the cause of his 
opponents among the common people as the 
opposition which he and his friends had made 
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in the beginning to permitting the appeal to be 
made to the great council. 

Now, as this council consisted of four 
hundred men, who were regarded as the re- 
presentatives of the whole body of Abderite 
citizens, and as at least half of them consisted 
of small tradesmen and artisans, each person 
eligible to a place in the council considered 
himself personally injured by the supposed 
intention of limiting the prerogative of the 
council; and thus the dexterous pretence of 
Mr. Guildmaster Awl, that the whole was a 
deeply-laid scheme for overturning the demo- 
cracy, found the more ready belief. 

In fact, all that was really democratic in the 
Abderite constitution was little more than a 
theory, for the lesser council (two-thirds of 
which consisted of the highest classes) did for 
the most part whatever it chose, and the occa- 
sions on which alone the great council could be 
assembled were so limited by the fundamental 
laws of the State, that it almost always lay with 
the smaller council to determine whether the 
four hundred were to be called together or not : 
indeed, they were usually assembled only for 
the purpose of ratifying what the other council 
had already decided. But on the very account 
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that this right of the Abderite commons was of 
so little political importance, they were all the 
more zealous in asserting and defending it, and 
it was of the greater consequence to conceal 
from the people the wheels which governed their 
motions, as they firmly believed that they moved 
spontaneously. Now it was reaUy a master- 
stroke on the part of Agathyrsus, that he, 
exactly at the moment when their decision must 
be most valuable, induced the people to decide 
in favour of his party, by appearing to give them 
what they most valued ; and as, instead of risk- 
ing anything by the step, he had only introduced 
dissensions into the camp of his adversaries, 
they, on the contrary, were now obliged to seek 
out new means to oust the arch-priest and his 
adherents from their newly-acquired vantage- 
ground, and to extinguish the favour which 
they had gained with the democracy. 

The heads of the Shadows assembled one 
evening at the house of the Lady Salabanda, 
and determined that instead of urging the 
archon to fix an early day for the gathering of 
the four hundred, they should rather, if the 
assembly must be held at all, delay it as long 
as possible, in order to give the people time to 
cool. In the mean time they lost no opportunity 
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of impressing on the people how foolish it was 
to attribute to good- will and democratic feeling 
on the part of the arch-priest a step which 
simply arose out of their weakness — ^for if the 
Asses had had it in their power to prevent 
the suit being carried before the great council, 
they certainly would have done it, and troubled 
themselves very little whether the people liked 
it or not; — that this sudden departure from 
their former policy was tgo gross an attempt to 
scatter disunion among the party of the people, 
to impose upon men of common sense. On the 
contrary, true patriots ought to be more on their 
guard, now they saw how easily the demos was 
influenced by a few sweet words, lest such means 
should be made instrumental to the destruction 
of the popular liberties. 

The high-priest Strobylus, who was present 
at this and similar meetings, did all that man 
could do to diminish the influence of his rival 
among the people, and to put his intentions in an 
odious point of view. " Only," said he, " I am 
rather in doubt whether we shall get from these 
measures all the results we wish. I am prepar- 
ing for him another and a sharper chastisement, 
which will have all .the more effectual working, 
inasmuch as it will fall quite unexpectedly upon 



70 THE EEPUBLIC OF FOOLS. 

his head. The time has not yet come for me to 
explain myself more clearly : leave the matter in 
my hands. Let him flatter himself yet a little 
longer with the hope to drag the priest Strobylus 
after him in his triumphal procession. His 
joy shall be abundantly embittered to him, be 
quite well assured of that. In the mean time, 
if we are honourable to one another, as I trust 
we are, and thoroughly in earnest to obtain 
a victory over our enemies, we must keep close 
tongues over what I have just hinted about my 
intentions, and wait the time for discovery. 
Agathyrsus must be allowed to rest in fancied 
security; he must imagine that we have only 
one string to our bow, and that our only trust 
lies in the majority which we hope to obtain in 
the great council." 

Everybody agreed that the high-priest had 
hit the right nail on the head, and the meeting 
separated, very curious to know what the pmiish- 
ment was which the priest had in petto for his 
antagonist, but at the same time quite convinced 
that if it contemplated the entire ruin of the 
latter, it could not be in more zealous hands 
than those of Strobylus. 

While these intrigues were carried on, Aga- 
thyrsus did not fail on his part to improve the 
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advantages which his presence of mind at so 
critical a period had given him. He had taken 
care to regale the crowd who followed him to 
the archi-sacerdotal palace with bread and wine, 
and earnestly exhorted them to peace and quiet- 
ness, before he dismissed them to their homes. 
They followed his advice, and entertained all 
their neighbours with praises of their princely 
host, the graces of his person, and the courtesy 
of his manner. But though he knew the 
repubhc too well to despise these tokens of 
popular favour, he knew also that he had not 
yet gained much by them. The one thing need- 
ful was to secure a majority among the four 
hundred, partly because these would have to 
decide the matter in hand, partly because, these 
being secured, he could make much more parade 
with them than with the rest of the people. He 
had already a considerable party among them ; 
but, besides a great number of declared and 
zealous Shadows, with whom he dared not med- 
dle, there were in the ranks of the four hundred 
not a few, and those precisely the most respect- 
able of the whole body, who had either not 
declared themselves at all, or who seemed a Uttle 
inclined to the party of the Shadows, because 
the heads of the opposite faction appeared to 
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them as ambitious, self-seeking persons, — ^men, 
in short, who had fostered this ridiculous strife 
between Asses and Shadows only to set the 
commonwealth in commotion, and in the midst 
of the tumult to secure their own private ends. 
To bring these people to his side now appeared 
as easy to him as it would undoubtedly be deci- 
sive of the triumph of his party. He invited 
them all from time to time to dinner. Most of 
them accepted, and the arch-priest, who had a 
particular gift to cover all his pohcy with an 
appearance of great opQpness and straightfor- 
wardness, made no secret that he had invited 
them with a view of neutraUzing, with the aid 
of such honourable and intelligent men, the preju- 
dices which a portion of the citizens had excited 
against him. That, in a dispute between an ass- 
driver and a dentist, and one too in which the mat- 
ter in question was merely the shadow of an ass, a 
man of his position should seek to be made the 
head of a party, was really too ridiculous for be- 
lief. At the same time the poor Anthrax was a 
dependant of Jason's, and he could not refuse to 
take the man under his protection just so far as 
justice required. Had it not been for the un- 
timely and unwarrantable heat of the guild- 
master Awl, who had constituted himself the 
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patron of the dentist — ^not because the man was 
in the right, but because he was a member of 
the cordwainers' guild — so insignificant a cause 
would never have reached so high a degree of 
importance. But as soon as a fire is kindled 
there are always found people to keep it up 
with fuel and bellows. He for his part had 
made it a rule never to meddle with things that 
did not concern him ; and he hoped the step 
he had taken to quiet the uproar excited by the 
adherents of the guildraaster Awl, would not be 
regarded by reasonable^ men as an unjustifiable 
interference, but simply as the act of a good 
citizen desirous to have order kept in the com- 
monwealth, the more so as such a proceeding 
was far more suitable to the priestly character 
than to throw oil on the fire, as had been done 
by some whom it was needless for him to name. 
As to the rest he did not deny that since the 
affair had not been settled in the first instance, 
but had grown to such a magnitude that all 
Abdera took an interest in it, he wished now 
that it should be brought before the great coun- 
cil, and the sooner the better. He desired this 
not only because poor Anthrax would then get 
that justice which was so necessary to him, and 
which there could be no doubt would be willingly 
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awarded to him by so high and honourable a 
court, but because some bounds might at the 
same time be set to the hitherto unrestrained 
self-will of the sycophants, and this descrip- 
tion of law-suit, which did so little credit to 
Abdera, be as far as possible prevented in fu- 
ture. 

Agathyrsus said all this wdth so much self- 
possession, and almost indiflFerence, that his 
guests could scarcely wonder enough at the 
unrighteousness of those who wanted to make 
out so right-minded a gentleman to be one 
of the chief promoters of the disturbance. They 
considered themselves now fully convinced of 
the contrary, and he succeeded, in a few hours, 
in turning these cautious people, without their 
being at all aware of the fact, into as good and 
genuine Asses as any in Abdera — and they all 
the while believed themselves to be altogether 
impartial ! Perhaps the excellent wine which 
he set before them might have had something to 
do with the transformation, by extinguishing 
every shadow of mistrust, and opening [every 
mind to the impressions which their host de- 
sired to make. 

It may easily be imagined that this proceeding 
of Agathyrsus added much to the uneasiness of 
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the other party. The revolution which had thus 
taken place in that portion of the citizens which 
had been hitherto indiflFerent, became day by 
day more evident. It was equally plain, too, 
that the batteries which the redoubled zeal and 
jealousy of the Shadows directed against their 
opponents, not only did not help their cause, 
but produced quite the contrary effect, by bring- 
ing out into strong contrast the rage and ill- 
temper of the Shadows with the calm dignity 
and patriotic language of the prelate and his 
party. The Shadows would now have been 
puzzled what to do in order to keep up the 
spirits of their almost despairing partisans, if 
the priest Strobylus had not encouraged them 
by the assurance that as soon as the day of de- 
cision was fixed he would raise such a storm 
about the ears of the little Jason (as he was 
accustomed to call the arch-priest) as he could 
by no amount of cunning foresee, and which 
would not fail entirely to change the aspect of 
affairs. 

The Shadows seemed now to keep so quiet* 
that Agathyrsus and his friends could only 
attribute their depression to the effect of that 
twofold advantage which he had obtained over 
them. They redoubled, therefore, their prayers 

E 2 



76 THE REPUBLIC OP FOOLS. 

to the archon Onolaus (whose son was one of 
the most intimate friends of the arch-priest, and 
the most determined Ass in Abdera) to fix as 
eariy a day as possible to bring the matter 
before the great council, and by their continual 
urgency they at last succeeded in getting the 
day fixed for the sixth after the last session of 
the ordinary council. Those who are accus- 
tomed to judge of the wisdom of any plan, or 
the expediency of any policy, from its results, 
will probably condemn the arch-priest, as want- 
ing in prudence in allowing himself to be lulled 
into security by the sudden inactivity of his 
opponents ; and we cannot altc^ether acquit him 
of this error. We do not deny that it would 
have been more politic of him had he attributed 
this sudden inactivity to some deep-laid design 
over which they were brooding in silence, rather 
than to the indifference of despair ; but it was 
always one of the faults of this distinguished 
man to have not only a very vivid conviction of 
his own strength, but also, arising out of this, a 
too great contempt for the power and tactics of 
his enemies. He never thought it worth his 
while to reckon what mischief his adversaries 
could do him, because he was fully convinced 
the means would never fail him to ward off the 
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most dangerous of their assaults. At the same 
time it must be allowed that hundreds of other 
men placed in similar circumstances would 
have acted and thought precisely as he did, 
and turned the good-will of these new friends to 
good account before their zeal had time to 
cool down and the enemy to recover their lost 
ground. 

That the result of these proceedings was not 
exactly such as might have been expected, arose 
from a stroke of policy on the part of the priest 
Strobylus, one which no wisdom of Agathyrsus 
could enable him to foresee. However well 
acquainted he might be with the character of 
the man, the stroke in question was of such a 
nature that actual experience alone would have 
convinced him that Strobylus was capable of it. 



CHAPTER X. 

What sort of a mine the priest Strobjlus sprang for the 
destruction of his rival. — ^Assembling of the Decemviri. 
— The arch-priest is summoned to appear before 
them, but contrives to extricate himself without 
damage, and to turn the circumstance to his ad- 
vantage. 

The day before the suit which had so disturbed 
the tranquilUty of Abdera for some weeks past 
was to be finally decided by the great council, 
the priest Strobylus, very early in the morning, 
came attended by two of the clergy of Latona's 
temple and several other persons of considera- 
tion, to wait on the archon. The whole party 
was in a state of great perturbation and excite- 
ment, and their object was to obtain the at- 
tention of the chief magistrate to a portent 
which, as they had reason to fear, boded nothing 
less than absolute ruin to the republic. 

For two nights running some of the persons 
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engaged in the temple service had believed that 
they heard the frogs of the holy pool, instead of 
their usual chorus of Brek-kck-kek-koax-koax — 
which chorus they shared not only with all other 
natural frogs here on earth, but, if we may 
believe Aristophanes, with those also in the 
Stygian marshes — had uttered very unusual and 
lamentable tones, although the aforesaid persons 
had been too frightened to go near enough to 
distinguish clearly what those sounds were. 

As soon as this portent was mentioned to 
Strobylus, which had only been done on the 
preceding evening, the matter seemed to him so 
serious that he resolved to spend the whole night 
with his subordinate priests by the side of the 
sacred pool. Until about midnight the deepest 
silence prevailed, but at that time a mournful 
wailing burst forth from the pool, and as they 
approached more closely they could clearly dis- 
tinguish the words, " Woe 1 woe ! alas ! alas ! " 
These lamentations endured for about the space 
of an hour, and were heard not only by the 
priests, but by all those who had been brought 
to witness so frightful and hitherto unheard-of 
a prodigy. 

Now there could be no doubt that, by this 
terrific and threatening miracle, Latona in- 
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tended either to warn the citizens of her 
beloved Abdera of some great mischief hanging 
over their heads, or to excite them to the punish- 
ment of some as yet undiscovered crime, which 
might otherwise bring down the wrath of the 
gods upon their devoted city. 

This being his own view of the case, it be- 
came his duty, in virtue of his office, and in the 
name of Latona, to entreat his excellency at 
once to call together the college of the Decem- 
viri, that this portent might be considered 
with the attention which its importance de- 
manded, and such other steps taken as the 
immediate danger might be judged to require. 

The archon, who had the reputation of incUn- 
ing a little towards the free-thinking notions of 
Democritus about the holy frogs, shook his head 
at this narration, and it was some minutes before 
he gave the priests any answer at all. But the 
earnestness with which these gentlemen pressed 
the subject on his attention, and the evident 
impression which had been made on the other 
witnesses of the alleged miracle, convinced him 
that, before many hours were over, all Abdera 
would be full of this new wonder, and proba- 
bly seized with such terror and consternation as 
would render indifference on his part quite out 
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of the question. Nothing was left to him bul 
at once, and in the presence of the priests, to 
give the order required, and to summon the 
Decemviri to meet in one hour's time in the 
temple of Latona, to consult on the extraor- 
dinary prodigy which had just occurred. 

In the mean time the report of a fearful mira- 
cle which had been observed for three nights run- 
ning in the grove of Latona, had, by the care of 
the chief priest, circulated throughout the city. 

The firiends of Agathyrsus were not so simple 
as to be taken in by all this trickery, and they 
felt, with as much bitterness as indignation, that 
under the whole lay a plot against their patron 
and their party. Many of the younger gentle- 
men and ladies of the city affected to jest about 
the new wonder, and made up nightly parties to 
hear the elegiac music of Latona's frogs. But 
on the common people, and on a great many of 
their betters too, who in things of this nature 
are often found very like the vulgar, the narra- 
tion of the priest did not fail to have its full 
effect. The " woe ! woe ! alas ! alas V of the 
holy reptiles interrupted all private and public 
business. Old and young, women and children, 
gathered together in the streets, and inquired, 
with pale and anxious countenances, into the 
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paiticulars of the portent. Everybody was 
fiaturally desirous of having the history from the 
lips of the first witnesses, and as the impression 
which the narrator sees made on his hearers 
excites almost always a desire to add whatever 
may make tne story more interesting, so in this 
case the whole marvel was in the course of an 
hour or two enriched with such astounding 
additions, that the hair of the listeners stood on 
end with affright. Some asserted that the frogs, 
when they commenced their fatal song, had put 
forth out of the pool human heads ; others, that 
they had great fiery eyes as big as walnuts; 
others again, that- ghastly spectres had been 
seen at the same time floating round the grove, 
and uttering fearful howlings, while there were 
not wanting some who declared that though the 
heavens were perfectly clear and calm elsewhere, 
yet over the holy pool it had thundered and 
lightened; and, finally, a few avowed that in 
the melancholy song of the frogs they had 
clearly distinguished the words, " Woe to thee, 
O Abdera!" In short, the wonder, like all 
wonders, went on ever increasing ; and the more 
unreasonable, the more monstrous and incre- 
dible, the things asserted, the more ready belief 
they found in the minds of the multitude. 
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And now the college of the Decemviri were 
assembled in the temple of Latona, and rib 
doubt was felt among the people, when they 
gazed on the perplexed and melancholy coun- 
tenances of those venerable men, hastening to 
the sacred grove, that in the cup of Abderitan 
destiny ingredients of extraordinary importance 
were being mingled; and they awaited the 
result in trembling expectation. 

This sacred body, which was considered the 
most venerable in Abdera, consisted of the 
archon, the four eldest senators, the two senior 
guildmasters, the high-priest of Latona, and the 
two overseers of the holy grove. All matters 
which concerned the religion of the State were 
considered to be under its cognizance, and the 
respect' in which it was held was almost un- 
bounded. 

It is an old observation, that wise men grow 
usually wiser as they grow older, and fools more 
foohsh. A Nestor among the Abderites would 
seldom be found to have gained much by living 
through three generations, and it might be pre- 
dicted, with tolerable safety, that the Decemviri 
of Abdera were, taken on an average, the pos- 
sessors of the emptiest heads in all the republic. 
The good people were so willing to receive the 
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naiTation of the high^priest as a fact against the 
ffeality of which there could by no possibility be 
any objection to make, that they considered the 
hearing of evidence just as a piece of formality, 
and nothing more — a thing which had to be got 
over, and could not be done too quickly. 

As Strobylus found these respectable men 
fully convinced of the accuracy of his state- 
ments, he considered that he should now risk 
little if he proceeded at once to that stroke of 
policy on account of which he had invented the 
whole fable. 

"From the first moment,*' said he, "that 
with my own eyes I became a witness to this 
astonishing miracle, which, I may say without 
hesitation, is altogether without a parallel in 
the annals of Abdera, the conviction has forced 
itself on my mind that it must be a warning 
from the goddess that her wrath had been 
excited by some yet undiscovered crime, and 
was hanging over our heads. For this cause 
I felt myself bound at once to petition his 
excellency the archon to summon a meeting of 
this most venerable college. What was in my 
mind then a mere suspicion, has since been 
converted into a certainty: the criminal has 
been discovered, and the crime can be substan- 
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tiated by eye-witnesses, whose veracity will the less 
be called in question as the oflfender is a person of 
such great power and consideration that nothing 
but a fear of the gods could induce persons of 
low position in society to bear evidence against 
him at all. Most reverend gentlemen, would you, 
let me ask, have considered it possible that any 
one among us could be daring enough to treat 
with contumely what has been handed down to 
us from the very founders of our city as deserv- 
ing of all respect and reverence, to bring into 
cojitempt our religious worship, and to profane, 
without consideration either for the laws or the 
common behef of our State, what we deem most 
sacred? In a word, could you believe that 
there Uved a man in Abdera who, in spite of 
the very letter of the law, kept storks in his 
garden, and fed them daily with frogs out of the 
pool of Latona?" 

Astonishment and fright displayed themselves 
on the countenances of all present but one. At 
last the archon, in order not to be the only excep- 
tion, thought it necessary to look as frightened as 
his colleagues really were. Is it possible ?" cried 
two or three of the oldest at once, "and who 
can the vrretch be who is guilty of such a 
cnme? 
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" Pardon me," said Strobyhis, " if I entreat 
you to soften that harsh expression. I for my 
part am quite willing to beheve that not im- 
piety, but mere thoughtlessness, or what, since 
the time that Democfitus has sown his seeds of 
unbeUef among us, has been called philosophy, 
has been the origin of this oflfence. I ^vill, 
and must, the more readily hold this opinion, 
inasmuch as the man against whom it can be 
proved by the united testimony of more than 
seven witnesses, is himself a sacred person — 
a sacred priest — ^in a word, it is the descendant 
of Jason — Agathyrsus himself!" 

" Agathyrsus ! " cried the astonished Decem- 
viri with one voice. Three or four turned pale, 
and seemed utterly perplexed to find a man 
with whom and with whose connections they 
had always stood on the best terms, mixed up 
in such a matter. 

Strobylus gave them no time to recover them- 
selves, but proceeded at once to call in his wit- 
nesses. They were heard one after another, and 
it was elicited that Agathyrsus had, at all events 
for some time past, kept two storks in his gar- 
den, that they had often been seen hovering 
over the holy pool, and that one at least of its 
croaking inhabitants, while sunning himself on 
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the bank, had been seen to become the prey of 
the stork. 

Now, though the veracity of the witnesses 
seemed to be beyond all doubt, yet the archon 
Onolaus observed that with such a man as the 
arch-priest of Jason it would be well, for fear 
of unpleasant consequences, to go softly to 
work, and to intimate to him in a friendly way, 
on the part of the Decemviri, that they were 
satisfied that the thing complained of had taken 
place without his knowledge, and that he should 
be requested without opposition to give up to 
the Decemviri the storks which had invaded the 
precincts of the holy j)ool, and thus give an un- 
mistakable proof of his good-will towards the 
customs and laws of their ancestors. 

Three voices out of the nine supported the 
proposition of the archon, but the priest Stroby- 
lus and the remaining five set their faces with 
the greatest zeal against it. They asserted that 
while it was not for a moment to be tolerated 
that a citizen of Abdcra, if found guilty of so 
serious an ofience, should be treated with such 
misplaced lenity, still the cause of justice re- 
quired that no man should be condemned with- 
out a hearing. The high-priest added that 
Agathyrsus ought to be cited to appear before 
the Decemviri and answer the accusation brought 
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against him. The resolution passed by six 
voices against four, and the arch-priest was 
summoned with all the customary formaUties. 

Agathyrsus was not unprepared when the 
messengers of the Decemviri appeared at his 
house. After keeping them at least an hour 
waiting, he at last received them in his hall of 
audience, seated on an ivory chair, in his priestly 
robes, and surrounded by his clergy. 

In this state he calmly awaited the address 
of the stammering spokesman. As soon as the 
message was delivered, he made a sign to a ser- 
vant who stood at a respectful distance behind 
his chair, and said, " Take these gentlemen into 
the garden, and show them the storks that they 
have been talking about, that they may tell 
their principals that they have seen them with 
their own eyes ; and then bring them back 
again here." Ordered off in this way, the de- 
putation stared; but reverence for the arch- 
priest tied their tongues, and they followed the 
lacquey, silent with wonder, and with the air of 
men who did not rightly know what they were 
about. 

When they returned Agathyrsus asked them 
whether they had seen the storks, and as they 
all answered " Yes," he added, " Now go and 
take my compliments to the most worshipful 
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body of the Decemviri who have sent you, and 
tell.them that these storks, as well as everything 
else within the compass of this temple, are 
under the protection of Jason, and, further, that 
to cite an arch-priest of this temple, and to 
judge him according to Abderite law, I con- 
sider a very ridiculous assumption of authority ;" 
and with these words he signed to them that 
they might withdraw. 

This reply, for which the Decemviri ought to 
have been better prepared, as it was perfectly 
known to them that the temple of Jason and 
its precincts, as well as its priesthood and all 
connected with it, were exempt from the juris- 
diction of the republic, did nevertheless throw 
them into a very imenviable state of perplexity. 
The high-priest Strobylus fell thereat into such 
a furious passion that he knew not what he 
said. He concluded a most intemperate oration 
by threatening the whole republic with destruc- 
tion, unless the most complete satisfaction were 
given to Latona, and avowed that he did not 
see how this could be done save by hum- 
bling the overweening pride of an inflated pea- 
cock who, as he declared, ought not to be 
regarded as a priest at all. 

The archon, and the three of the Decemviri 
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who agreed with him, remarked, in reply, that 
Latona, for whom and for whose frogs they 
entertained the greatest possible reverence, 
would derive no satisfaction from the Decemviri 
overstepping the boundaries of their jurisdiction. 
" I said as much as this to you before, but you 
would not listen. If my proposal had been 
accepted, I am quite certain that the arch-priest 
would have sent us a reasonable and courteous 
reply, for a good word always finds a good 
reception. But the worthy high-priest thought 
he had found an opportunity to indulge his old 
grudge against Agathyrsus, and now we see 
that he and his zealous adherents have brought 
a slur upon the dignity of the magistrature 
which it would take all the water of the Hebrus 
and the Nestus a century to wash away. I 
confess," said the archon, with a warmth which 
had not been observed in him for many years 
past, " I am weary of being at the head of a 
State which allows itself to be overturned by 
frogs and asses' shadows, and I have a great 
mind to lay down my office before I am a day 
older ; but so long as I do hold it I will hold 
you responsible, Mr. High-priest, for whatever 
disorders from this moment forward take place 
in the streets of Abdera." And with these 
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words, which he accompanied with a very deter- 
mined look on the astounded Strobylus, the 
archon rose, and, followed by his three ad- 
herents, left the rest of their colleagues in the 
most unmitigated astonishment. 

" What is to be done now, gentlemen ? " 
at last said the high-priest, who, seeing the 
new turn that affairs were taking, began to be 
not a little uneasy; "what is to be done 
now?" 

"That is exactly what we do not know," 
rephed the senior guildmaster and two of the 
senior senators, and took their departure 
forthwith, so that Strobylus remained alone 
with the two conservators of the holy pools and 
goddess. For some time they all three spoke 
at once without troubling themselves about the 
statements or arguments of each other, and 
then concluded by a unanimous resolution to re- 
pair to the house of one of the conservators, 
and there to — dine. After this they would 
take further counsel with their partisans as to 
what steps should be taken, so as, by means 
of the commotion which was still raging in the 
city, to secure the victory to their own side. 



CHAFrER XI. 

Agatbyrsus calls his adherents together. — Substance of 
his address to them. — He invites them to a grand 
sacrificial feast. — ^The archon Onolaus determines to 
resign his office. — Uneasiness of the arch-priest's 
party at this determination. — By what stratagem they 
frustrate his purpose. 

In the mean time Agathyrsus delayed not, as 
soon as the delegates of the Decemviri had left 
him, to call together his adherents both in the 
council and among the citizens, and besides 
them all the Jasonians. He related to them 
what had happened to him through the in- 
trigues of the priest Strobylus with the Decem- 
viri, and pointed out to them how necessary it 
was, not only for the success of their party, but 
also for the honour and even the safety of Abdera, 
to frustrate the designs of this rancorous person. 
The people, through the ridiculous fable of the 
frogs and their lamentations, were now in com- 
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motion; they required to be calmed, and to 
have an impulse given to them in another direc- 
tion. It must be evident that Strobylus had 
only invented this miserable legend to trump 
up an accusation, contemptible in itself, but 
formidable on account of the superstitions 
of the people, against him — the arch-priest — 
before the Decemviri, and to make out of it an 
affair weighty enough to interest the whole 
republic ; but that, after all, this was only one 
of those means which in his despair he had 
embraced to raise up again his sunken party, 
and, through the commotions excited thereby in 
the State, to give new hopes to the Shadows. 

From all this it required no prophet's eye 
to foresee that out of the materials which 
had been furnished by that morning's work 
the restless priest would organize new in- 
trigues to make him (Agathyrsus) still more 
unpopular, and, if needful, to excite a second 
and still more dangerous uproar. On these 
accounts he had judged it prudent to assemble 
his trusty friends — ^friends also of the common- 
wealth — in order to lay before them the state 
of the case, and to enable them to indoctrinate 
the common people, and all who were in a 
similar condition, with correct ideas as to the 
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circumstances which had recently transpired, 
and their inevitable consequences. As for the 
storks, they had come without any instrumen- 
tality of his, and had built themselves a nest 
in a tree in his garden. He had not thought 
it right to disturb them, partly because storks, 
among all civiUzed nations, were looked upon as 
having a kind of right to hospitality, and partly 
because the privileges of the temple of Jason in- 
clude an inviolable asylum to every living thing 
within its precincts. The law by which the 
Decemviri had lately forbidden the keeping of 
storks within the State of Abdera, did not 
concern them at all, and indeed, strictly speaking, 
the jurisdiction of the council itself only extended 
to what concerned the worship of Latona and 
its accessories. It ought, too, especially to be 
remembered that the temple of Jason was only 
so far connected with the republic as that, by 
the constitution itself, this latter was bound to 
protect it against all violence from foreign or 
domestic enemies ; but from all legal proceed- 
ings on the part of the Abderites, and from all 
subjection to the authority of the State, it was 
entirely and for ever free. He had therefore 
done no more than the privileges of his own 
station demanded when he had sent away the 
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deputation of the Decemviri. That court, on 
the other hand, by the illegal steps which at the 
suggestion of Strobylus they had taken, had 
put him in a condition to require, in the name 
of Jason and all the Jasonians, full satisfaction 
from the republic for the insult oflfered to his 
arch-priestly dignity. The matter would pro- 
bably have more serious consequences than the 
partisans of Mr. Guildmaster Awl, and Stroby- 
lus with his frog-worshippers, anticipated. The 
golden fleece, which the Jasonians preserved in 
their temple as their richest treasure, had been for 
centuries regarded as the palladium of Abdera, and 
honoured accordingly. The Abderites also would 
take care neither to do nor to permit any act 
by which they might be deprived of the pro- 
tection afforded by such a relic, in which, 
according to old and universal belief, the wel- 
fare and indeed the destiny of their republic 
were involved. 

The arch-priest received, on these observations, 
the strongest assurances from all present of their 
zeal for the common welfare as well as for the 
privileges of Jason's temple. Some desultory 
conversation took place on the measures to be 
adopted in order to confirm the people in their 
good feelings, and to win back those who had 
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been led astray by the miracle alleged to have 
recently taken place, or by the complaints of Stro- 
bylus about the storks of the arch-priest. The 
assembly then separated, and every one betook 
himself to his own affairs, Agathyrsus not for- 
getting to invite them all to a solemn sacrificial 
festival which he was abont that same evening 
to celebrate in the temple of Jason. 

While these things were going on in. the 
temple of the arch-priest, the archon, in the 
highest degree dissatisfied with the not very 
honourable part which against his will he had 
been made to play, had returned to his own 
house, and had called together all his relations, 
sons, daughters, nephews, nieces, cousins, bro- 
thers and sisters, and stated to them his irrevo- 
cable determination on the following day to lay 
down his office, as soon as the senate assem- 
bled, and to retire to an estate which some 
years before he had purchased on the island 
of Thasos. His eldest son and some other 
members of the family were not present at this 
meeting, having been sent for half an hour 
previously to the palace of the arch-priest. As 
the rest saw that, notwithstanding all their 
instances, Onolaus held firm to his determina- 
tion, one of the party slipped privately away 
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and warned those assembled with Agathyrsiis, 
urging them to do all in their power against 
80 undesirable a resolution. 

He arrived just at the moment when the 
assembly was breaking up. Those who had 
long known the archon's way of thinking con- 
sidered the subject much more serious than it 
appeared at first to the rest. " For ten years," 
said they, *' this is probably the first time that 
the archon has decided anything of himself. 
Certainly it is not a hastily-formed conclusion ; 
he must have been long brooding over it in his 
own mind, and what we hear to-day is only an 
announcement which at no distant time must 
have been made to us. One thing is clear, 
that, as this intended resignation is his own 
doing, it will not be very easy to get it out of 
his mind again." 

The whole assembly fell into perplexity ; they 
felt that at so critical a period as the present the 
proceeding could not be other than prejudicial, 
not only to their faction, but also to the republic 
itself. It was unanimously resolved that so 
much of the archon's intention should be made 
known to the people as would cause fear and 
uncertainty to affect their minds, and that the 
most considerable persons of each party should, 
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before the sacrifice in Jason's temple, wait on 
the archon, and conjure him, in the name of all 
Abdera, not to leave the helm of State in the 
midst of a tempest in which the care of so wise 
a pilot was especially required. The proposal 
to unite the heads of both parties in this depu- 
tation was the more needful, because it was 
evident that unless this were done the whole 
project would fall to the ground ; for though 
Onolaus had from his youth up been a firm 
adherent of the aristocratic party, he had made 
it a rule never to be treated as such. The 
popular manners, which to this end he had long 
affected, became at last so natural to him as to 
win him more good-will among the people than 
any of his predecessors had ever enjoyed, 
especially since the city had been divided into 
the two parties of Asses and Shadows, for he 
made it a point of honour so to behave himself 
that neither of the two could claim him as their 
own. Indeed, though nearly all his relations 
and friends were avowed '' AsseSy' yet the 
Shadows remained in the conviction that they 
lost, and their adversaries w^on, nothing by the 
circumstance. Indeed, the Asses were obliged 
to hide all their pohcy from him, lest, as was 
not impossible, he might think it his duty to 
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give some advantage to the other side, so as to 
restore equilibrium, when they had gained any 
on their own. 

The publication of the archon's resolution 
had all the effect which was expected. The 
people fell into a new perplexity, and most of 
them said that nothing more was necessary to 
accomplish the threat contained in the lamen- 
tation of the frogs. If the archon forsook the 
republic in those difficult circumstances in which 
it now stood, all was over. 

The priest Strobylus and the guildmaster Awl 
had intelligence of the great feast which Aga- 
thyrsus was preparing, and of the archon's reso- 
lution at the same time. They saw at once 
consequences of this twofold blow, and hastened, 
if possible, to neutrahze the one and prevent 
the other. Strobylus on his part invited the 
people to a solemn expiation, which was to be 
performed with great ceremony that same even- 
ing in the temple of Latona, to purify the State 
from the common transgression, and to avert the 
evil prognostication of the lament uttered by the 
frogs. The guildmaster visited all the chief 
councillors, guildmasters, and other principal 
citizens of his party, and advised with them 
how they should act so as to change the resolu- 
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tion of the archon. Most of them were already 
prepared by the tools of the opposite party to 
believe that it was purely by the intrigues of the 
Asses that Onolaus had been induced to deter- 
mine on resigning, and it was very well known, 
they said, that the Asses had spared no trouble 
to confirm him in his resolution. The Shadows 
were satisfied that their opponents, by this 
means, expected to raise themselves at once to 
the greatest consequence in the State, and had 
already secured a majority in the great council, 
with which the choice lay. 

These considerations occasioned them so much 
alarm, that, with an immense crowd following 
them, they hastened away to the dwelling of the 
archon, and, while the populace raised one cheer 
after another, most suppliantly besought his 
excellency to recall his unhappy intention of 
retiring from office, and never to forsake the 
people, least of all at a time when his wisdom 
was indispensable to the tranquillity of the State. 
The archon showed himself much gratified by 
this manifest proof of the love and esteem in 
which he was held by his worthy fellow-citizens. 
Ife did not conceal from them that about a 
quarter of an hour before the greater part of 
the senate, the Jasonians, and nearly all the 
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principal families of the city, had waited upon 
him to prefer the same request in the warmest 
and most pressing manner ; that, whatever 
reasons he had to be weary of the cares of 
government, and to wish them devolved on 
stronger shoulders, yet that he had not the 
heart to resist so vivid an expression of confi- 
dence on the part of all conditions in the State ; 
— ^he looked on this unanimous feeling in his 
favour as a good omen for the speedy restora- 
tion of the common tranquillity, and he would 
for his part do all that in him lay to promote so 
desirable an object. 

As soon as the archon had concluded this 
well-meant address, the Shadows stared at one 
another with astonishment, and found them- 
selves, to their unspeakable dissatisfaction, wiser 
by half at least than they were before, for 
they now saw that they had been deceived by 
the Asses, and led to place themselves in a false 
position. They had hoped to gain the archon 
wholly to their side by the step they had taken, 
and now found that not only had their oppo- 
nents proceeded in the same manner, but had 
even been beforehand with them. Nor w^as this 
the most vexatious part of the business. The 
underhanded conduct of the Asses was an 
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evident proof how fully convinced they were 
that the archon was not unfavourable to their 
cause. They for their own part had nothing 
to gain by continuing Onolaus in office, for he 
had never done the least thing for them. The 
only reason they had for desiring it was, that 
they believed that the Shadows would have the 
greatest influence in electing his successor. 

These thoughts flashed on them all at once, 
and were so amazing that it was with the 
greatest possible difficulty the poor Shadows 
could conceal their disappointment, and disperse 
themselves without his wondering at their haste 
or noticing the change in their countenances. 
This day was a great day for the wise and some- 
what corpulent Onolaus, and he was now per- 
fectly contented with Abdera. He commanded 
" not at home *' to all visitors, chatted away 
with the ladies of his family, ate till night, went 
early to bed, and slept, undisturbed by any 
cares for the fate of the repubhc, till far on into 
the bright morning of the following day. 



CHAFIER XII. 

The daj of decision. — Measures taken by both parties. — 
The four hundred assemble, and the proceedings 
commence. — Philanthropic and patriotic dream of 
the editor of this remarkable history. 

The various machinations which up to this day 
had been brought into play on both sides had 
produced their natural eflFect. The conflict of 
opinions had brought the public to a kind of 
fluctuating level, so that when the four hundred 
assembled they found everything in the same 
state as nearly as possible as it had been a few 
days before — that is, that the Asses composed 
the greater part of the senate, the patricians, and 
the most considerable and respectable of the 
citizens, but that the actual numerical majority 
was on the part of the Shadows. For since the 
solemn procession to the frog-pools of Latona, 
which Strobylus had arranged the evening be- 
fore, and which the people, with the nomophy- 
lax Gryllus and the guildmaster Awl at their 
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head, had very devoutly attended, the demos had 
fully declared itself for the party of the Shadows, 
It would have been 3 very easy matter for the 
priest Strobylus, had he been so minded, to have 
taken the opportunity afforded by this procession, 
and to have caused a revolution in Abdera. He 
had great influence with the fanatical rabble, and 
they on their part had more to gain than to lose 
by a commotion ; but besides that he had been 
expressly charged, in the name of the archon, 
to keep the masses in order, and to that end 
to see that the temple and all its approaches 
were closed by nightfall, the heads of the 
party were by no means inclined, without the 
greatest necessity, to do what would deliver up 
the city to slaughter and pillage. They were wise 
enough to see, Abderites as they were, that, if 
once the populace got the reins out of their hands, 
it would never again be in their power to restrain 
the bUnd fury of the many-headed monster. 

The guildmaster contented himself, when the 
procession was over, and the gates of the temple 
again closed, with saying to the departing multi- 
tude that "he hoped all those true Abderites 
would be found by nine o'clock on the following 
morning in the forum, to watch over tlie in- 
terests of their fellow-citizen Struthion, and, as 
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far as in them lay, to help his rightful claims to 
a legal victory." 

This invitation, notwithstanding the moderate 
and, in his own opinion, cautious terms in which 
it was couched, was, in fact, nothing more or less 
than an attempt on the part of the seditious 
guildmaster to coerce the court by the imme- 
diate danger of a civil commotion, to deliver 
judgment according to his desire. But then this 
was the very thing which the Shadows were 
resolved to do, and as the other party were 
fiilly convinced of the fact, they omitted no 
precautions, and took measures so as to be pre- 
pared for the worst. As soon as the court was 
opened, Agathyrsus defended the approaches to 
the temple of Jason with a band of tanners and 
butchers armed with sharp cleavers and good 
strong cudgels, and in the houses of the prin- 
cipal Asses such preparations were made as 
though the owners anticipated a siege. The 
Asses themselves appeared with daggers under 
their garments, and some of those among them 
who were given to strong expressions wore 
armour under their tunics, that they might with 
greater security oppose their patriotic bosoms to 
the attacks of the enemies of the good cause. 
And now the ninth hour had come. AH Ab- 
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dera stood in trembling expectation of the issue 
o£ a trial so important and so extraordinary : 
nobody had taken a regular breakfast, though 
the whole city had been astir with the day. 

The four hundred were assembled on the 
terrace of the temple of Apollo and Diana, the 
ordinary place of meeting for the great council 
under the open sky. This terrace overlooked 
the forum, and access was obtained to it by a 
broad flight of fourteen steps. Both the parties 
to the suit were already in their places with 
their friends, relations, witnesses, and lawyers, 
and the whole market-place was densely packed 
by the expectant multitude, whose incUnations 
were made known clearly^-enough by a tremen- 
dous shout whenever a senator or a guildmaster 
of the Shadow party made his appearance. 

All were now waiting for the nomophylax, 
who, in every case where the great council was 
assembled on subjects which did not imme- 
diately concern the constitution of Abdera, was 
accustomed to preside over its deliberations. 

The Asses had indeed used every endeavour 
to persuade the archon Onolaus to fill with his 
own portly person the presidential chair of 
ivory, raised three steps above all the surround- 
ing seats ; but though they had urged their re- 
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quest on the ground that a new law would have 
to be passed, and that he ought, according ta the 
laws of the constitution, to take the chair, he re- 
plied that he would rather lay down his life than 
adjudicate in so ridiculous a matter as the sha- 
dow of an ass, and in the end they were obhged 
to respect his delicacy. 

The nomophylax, who, as a great observer of 
etiquette, was always on such occasions accus- 
tomed to keep everybody waiting for him, had 
taken it into his head that so solemn an occasion 
ought to be celebrated by music of his own 
composition, and which he had prepared as a 
sort of overture to the proceedings. This, though 
an innovation, was Veil received, and had, con- 
trary to the intention of the nomophylax, who 
meant to excite and stimulate his party thereby, 
a very soothing effect ; for the Asses cracked 
not a few jokes about the music, which, from 
time to time, occasioned peals of the heartiest 
laughter. 

One said, "This allegro sounds like a war- 
song." 

" Yes," said another, " in a cock-fight." 

" Upon my word," exclaimed a third, " this 
adagio has very much the air of a funeral 
march. I wonder whether it is intended to 
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accompany the dentist and his patrons to the 
grave ? " 

" The whole music," said a fourth, " is only fit 
to be composed by Shadows, and Kstened to by 
Asses." 

Now, however poor these jokes may be as to 
wit, yet they were quite sufficient to bring so jovial 
and light-minded a people into their usual and 
normal state of mind, a half-comical, whimsical 
condition, which had taken away all the bitter- 
ness from that party-spirit with which they had 
been so carefully inoculated, and which probably 
contributed quite as much as anything else to 
the preservation of the State at this critical 
juncture. ^ 

At last appeared the . nomophylax, attended 
by his body-guard of poor old invalided arti- 
sans, all armed with a peaceful kind of rusty 
swords and blunted halberds. 

The appearance of these warriors bore a 
greater resemblance to the ridiculous figures 
dressed up as scarecrows to frighten away the 
birds from an orchard, than to guardians of the 
public order, whose duty it is to secure reverence 
to the proceedings of justice. Happy, thrice 
happy, the State which needs no more formid- 
able defenders for its hearths and homes ! The 
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appearance of this laughable militia, and the 
absurd and farcical manner in which they be- 
haved themselves in their unwonted warlike 
trappings — ^in which, by the way, it had been 
no easy matter to invest them — gave a new 
stimulus to the fun of the spectators, so that 
the criers had a great deal of trouble to bring 
the crowd to a becoming silence, and to that 
respect which was due to the highest of their 
national tribunals. 

The president opened the proceedings with a 
short speech ; the crier besought anew sUence, 
and the advocates on both sides were required 
to set forth orally their plaints and replies. 
By such as passed for great masters in their 
art, the opportunity of displaying their skill in so 
subtle a matter as an ass's shadow must have 
been regarded as a great privilege. 

But when, in addition to this, it is borne in 
mind that the matter was one which the people 
had judged to be of so great importance that 
the republic was actually divided into two fac- 
tions about it, it is easy to see what motives 
there were for exertion. Since Abdera had 
existed there had never been seen a law-suit so 
ridiculous in itself, yet so momentous through 
the way in which it had been treated. A syco- 
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phant could have no genius whatever for his 
vocation who did not distinguish himself on 
such an occasion. 

So much the more is it to be lamented that 
the tooth of time, which has devoured so many 
other illustrious works of human genius, and will, 
alas! consume so many more, has not spared 
either of the famous speeches delivered on this 
occasion. At least it is to be apprehended ; — r 
but yet who knows whether some future Lay- 
ard, or Davis, or Rawlinson, may not discover 
them written on imperishable marble or yet 
more imperishable brass, or some future Curzon 
rescue them from some dusty monastic library 
in the Greek islands ? Should Thrace itself ever 
fall into the hands of a Christian prince, and 
that prince take it upon him to become a patron 
of the arts and sciences, to found academies 
and to establish societies, then Abdera may 
have the same happiness which has lately hap- 
pened to Nineveh, and is now happening to Car- 
thage, and may be thoroughly excavated and 
investigated. For then this present history of 
the Abderites, imperfect as it is, will give a 
clue to much which ^vill be worthy of examina- 
tion, and, translated into the language of that 
future and better Thrace, will become a text- 
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book for the learned in archaeology. Then 
there may be some possibility of finding in the 
archives of this renowned city the very acts, 
the original documents of this celebrated cause, 
and with them both the speeches whose loss we 
are now deploring. It is at least pleasant to 
take our flight into the future in this manner on 
the wings of philanthropic and patriotic visions, 
and anticipate those blessings which our pos- 
terity will enjoy, — blessings which the ever- 
increasing perfection of art and science seems to 
make certain, bringing, as such progress cannot 
fail to do, an enlightenment poured out on the 
whole human race, a sublimity of thought, a 
refinement of taste, and a grandeur of moral 
sentiment. 

In the mean time it must be our comfort, 
that out of the few remaining documents touch- 
ing this law-suit, we are able to give at least 
an outline of both these celebrated orations. 
And as to their genuineness the reader whose 
intellectual organization possesses a nose, may 
satisfy himself on that point by the aroma of 
unmistakable Abderite air which they exl^ale. 
This is, after all, the best proof of the authen- 
ticity of any work of mortal genius, whether 
we apply the test to the poems of an Ossian 
or to the speeches of an Abderite fig-eater. 



CHAPTER XIII. 

Speech of the sycophant Physignathua. 

The sycophant Physignathus, who, as the ad- 
vocate of the dentist Struthion, had the right 
of speaking first, was. a man of moderate sta- 
ture, strong and muscular in configuration, and 
endowed with the lungs of a Stentor. He 
valued himself highly on having been a pupil 
of the renowned Gorgias, and put forth claims 
to be one of the greatest orators of his time. 
But even in this respect, as in many others, he 
was a decided Abderite. His great merit lay 
in his mode of modulating his voice, so as to 
give his verbose addresses more vivacity ; in his 
intervals of at least an octave and a half, from 
one to another of which his voice went skipping 
about like a chamois on the mountains; and 
in the manifold gestures and grimaces by which 
he seemed to endeavour to enlighten his hearers 
without the necessity of words at all. 

In the mean time we must not deny him the 
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credit, in all the causes which he had hitherto 
conducted, of having shown ability to puzzle 
the judges, to make his opponents unpopular, 
and to give black the appearance of white ; nor 
was he deficient in an effective kind of word- 
painting, all which the reader will be able to 
judge by his speech, without any information 
from us. Physignathus stood up with all the 
hardihood of an advocate who knows that he 
has Abderites for hearers, and began :— 

" Most noble, honourable, and wise ! — Mighty 
councillors of the republic ! If ever there were 
a day on which the excellency of our constitution 
shone forth in its fullest glory, and on which 
I have felt most vividly what it is to be a citizen 
of the State of Abdera, it is on the present 
glorious occasion. Before this high and honour- 
able tribunal, before the expectant multitude, 
before the concourse of respectable strangers 
whom the fame of so extraordinary a spectacle 
has gathered together in crowds, a cause is now 
brought for decision which, in a less free, less 
skilfully balanced State, such even as Thebes, 
Athens, or Sparta, would hardly have been con- 
sidered important enough to occupy the atten- 
tion even for a moment of the great fathers of 
the commonwealth. Noble, praiseworthy, thrice- 
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fortunate Abdera ! Thou alone enjoyest a legis- 
lation which regards as sacred the smallest and 
most doubtful rights of thy citizens. Thou 
alone enjoyest a state of freedom and security 
of which other republics, whatever advantages 
they may possess, have only the shadow. 

" Tell me, in what other State would a suit 
between a common citizen and one of the lowest 
of the people, — a suit which at the first glance 
seems only to concern the payment of two or 
three drachmas, — a suit about a thing so slight 
that the law appears to have totally omitted to 
declare whether it can be considered as property 
at all, — a suit about what a subtle dialectician 
might declare to be not even a thing, — in a 
word, a dispute about the shadow of an ass ! — in 
what other State, I say, could such a suit come 
to be the subject of universal sympathy, — an 
affair of everybody, and indeed, I may venture 
to sav, an affair of the whole State ? In what other 
republic are the laws of property so clearly defined, 
the rights, or presumed rights, of the citizens 
so closely guarded from all arbitrary encroach- 
ment on the part of the highest personages? 
Where else can it be said that the slightest 
claim or demand made by the poorest is weighty 
in the eyes of Government — that the highest 
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court of the republic does not deem it beneath 
its dignity to meet in order to decide on the 
doubtful right to the shadow of an ass ? Woe 
to the man who sneers at this word, and, out 
of silly, childish notions of what is great and 
what is little, can look with a foolish and derisive 
smile on that which is at once the highest honour 
of our public justice, the glory of our Govern- 
ment, and the triumph at once of every good 
citizen and of the whole Abderite commonwealth ! 
Woe to the man, I repeat it a second and a third 
time, who has no heart to feel this ! and all 
honour to the republic, which, the moment it 
concerns the rights of citizens, or involves a 
doubt about the meum et tuum — the principle of 
all civil security — ^regards ev^n an ass's shadow 
as no trifle ! But while, on the one hand, I feel, 
with all the warmth of a patriot and all the 
pride of a true Abderite, how glorious a proof 
is such a suit of the excellence of our constitution 
and of the zeal and impartiaUty of our Govern- 
ment, so, on the other hand, how deeply must 
I lament this decay of our ancient simplicity,— 
the fading out of that friendly and neighbourly 
feeling, that ready tendering of mutual services, 
which springs out of a good heart, or at least 
out of a good humour, and would rather lay 



116 THB REPUBLIC OF FOOLS. 

aside a part of that which strictly belongs to us 
than too rigidly exact it I How much must I 
mourn the extinction of that good feeling, which, 
had it survived, would have prevented this dis- 
graceful action ! How can I, without the blush 
of shame, carry on the narration? O noble 
kindness and generosity of our good forefathers ! 
are ye so utterly banished that Abderite citi- 
zens, who ought at every opportunity to be 
wilUng to share their hearts with each other, 
out of patriotic love and neighbourly friendship, 
are become so selfish, so mean, so niggardly, 
nay, so inhuman, as to quarrel about the shadow 
of an ass ? 

" Though — forgive me, worthy fellow-citizens 
— I am wrong in my expressions ; forgive me an 
unpremeditated error. He who has displayed 
so rude, so mean, so barbarous a mind, is no 
fellow-citizen of ours ; he is merely a tolerated 
dweller in our city, a mere protege of Jason's 
temple, one of the very dregs of the people, a 
man from whom, by reason of his birth, parent- 
age, and education, nothing better was to be 
expected, — in a word, an ass-driver, who, besides 
the ground he treads on and the air he breathes, 
has nothing in common with us — ^nothing else 
save what the wildest tribes of the hyperborean 
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wastes have with us too. His disgrace rests on 
him alone — it cannot defile us. A citizen of 
Abdera,I take on me to say, could not have been 
guilty of such a crime. But perhaps I call it 
by too strong a term — a crime? Place your- 
selves, I pray you, in the position of your fellow- 
citizen Struthion, and feel ! He was travelling 
on business — business connected with the noble 
science which he professes, and whose sole object 
is the alleviation of human sufierings-^from 
Abdera to Gerania. The day was one of the 
hottest of summer ; the glowing heat of the sun 
seemed to have changed the vault of heaven into 
that of a baker's oven. No cloud came over 
those scorching rays, no soft-breathing zephyr 
refreshed the weary traveller. The sun beamed 
down on his devoted head, exhausting his frame 
and breath, and the very marrow of his bones 1 
Suffering from intense thirst, with parched 
tongue nearly cleaving to the roof of his mouth, 
and almost blinded with the glare and heat, he 
sought some shady spot where he might repose 
— some isolated but compassionate tree, under 
which he might rest and inhale a mouthful 
of fresh air, and be sheltered for a moment from 
the burning arrows of the inexorable Apollo. 
In vain ! You know the whole country between 
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Abdera and Gerania, — three leagues in length, 
and, to the shame of all Thrace be it said, no 
tree, no shrub, for the wanderer's anxious eye 
to rest upon, amidst the frightful waste of 
meagre fallows and scarcely less meagre corn- 
fields ! 

"The poor Struthion sank down at last be- 
side his beast, almost in a state of insensibility 
— ^natiure could endure it no longer. He let go 
his hold of the ass, and sat down in its shadow, 
— poor miserable refreshment, but, miserable as 
it was, it was something. And what a monster 
must the unfeeling, stony-hearted wretch be 
who could deny to a suffering fellow-creature 
this scanty solace ! — would you believe it possible 
that such a being could exist, if you did not see 
him before your eyes ? Yes ! here he is, and 
what is still more despicable, still more in- 
credible, than the crime itself, he stands here of 
his own accord — he seems to glory in his shame; 
and, that he may leave to none who shall come 
after him the possibility of rivalling him in in- 
solence, he carries it so far, after having already 
had a verdict against him by the ordinary courts 
of the country, as to declare before this right 
worshipful court of the four hundred, that he is 
in the right ! ' 1 did not deny him,' says he, 
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' the ass's shadow, though, according to strict 
right, I was not obUged to allow him to sit in it : 
I merely asked him for a reasonable remunera* 
tion, that I should give up to him, in addition 
to the ass which I had let him, the shadow 
which I had not/ Wretched, scandalous eva- 
sion ! What should we think of the man who 
would forbid a poor half-fainting wayfarer to sit 
in the shadow of his tree unless he paid for it ? 
or in what terms should we describe the man 
who would prevent the wearied traveller, djring 
with thirst, from bathing his parched lips with 
the water that flowed through his grounds ? 

" Remember, men of Abdera, that this alone 
and no other was the offence of the Lycian 
peasants, whom the father of gods and men, to 
avenge a similar piece of inhumanity which 
these wretches exercised towards his beloved 
Latona, changed, as an awful warning to pos- 
terity, into frogs ? This fearful wonder is daily 
kept in remembrance among us by the holy 
grove and pool of Latona, the tutelary deity of 
our city. And thou. Anthrax, thou — a dweller 
in the State where this dreadful proof of the 
divine wrath against the rashness of mankind is 
consecrated by a perpetual worship, — art thou 
not afraid to bring down that wrath on thyself 
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by a similar transgression ? But thou art trust- 
ing in the right of property. He who avails 
himself of this right, you say, does no man 
wrong. * I owe no man more than he deserves 
of me. If the ass be my property, so is the 
shadow I ' 

" Do you say so ? And do you beUeve— or 
rather does the able and learned advocate in 
whose hands you have placed the most disrepu- 
table case that ever gods or men were called 
upon to judge, — does he expect, with all the 
witchery of his eloquence, or with all the webs 
of sophistical argument he can spin, to circum- 
vent and overpower our understanding to such 
a degree as to persuade us that a shadow can 
be reckoned as anything real at all, much less a 
thing to which a direct and exclusive right can 
be made out ? 

" Honourable gentlemen, I should be abusing 
your patience, and insulting your wisdom, if I 
were to repeat all the grounds on which I have 
demonstrated in previous actions the nullity of 
the plaintiff's claim. I content myself for the 
present to say, just out of bare necessity, thus 
much. A shadow cannot, strictly speaking, be 
reckoned among actual existences at all; for 
that which makes it to be a shadow is not any- 
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thing real and positive, but precisely the con- 
trary, namely, the privation of that Ught which 
falls on the shadow-giving-body. In the present 
case, the oblique rays of the sun and the in- 
transparency of the ass (a property which be- 
longs to him not as an ass, but as an opaque 
body) are the only true causes of the shadow 
which the ass appeared to cast, and which any 
other body in the same direction would cast ; 
for the figure of the shadow has nothing to do 
with the point in dispute. My cUent has there- 
fore, to speak scientifically, not so much rested 
himself in the shadow of an ass as in that of an 
opaque body. Now that that body was an ass, 
and that ass an intimate acquaintance and, I 
may say, friend of one Anthrax, ^protege of the 
priesthood of Jason in Abdera, was of just as 
little advantage to him (Anthrax), as it was of 
consequence in the matter before the court \ for, 
as I have said, it was not the asinity or asshood, 
but merely the corporeity and intransparency of 
the aforesaid ass, which was the cause of the 
shadow which he seemed to cast. 

"But, even if we admit that shadows are 
things, it is a clear and well-understood fact 
that they belong to the class of common things, 
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to which everj man has an equal right, and 
which belong, therefore, rightfully to him who 
first takes possession of them. 

"But I will go further. Even if I admit 
that not only are shadows things, but that 
the shadow of the ass belonged to the ass 
as much as his ears, what will my opponent 
gain thereby ? Struthion hired the ass, therefore 
he hired the shadow ; for it follows, from every 
contract of letting and hiring, that he who 
lets gives over to him who hires the thing hired 
with all that belongs to it, with all its utility and 
all rights of usage. With what shadow of right, 
then, can Anthrax require to be paid extra for 
its shadow ? The dilemma is without all con- 
tradiction. Either the shadow is a part of and 
belonging to the ass, or it is not : if not, then 
Struthion had just as much right to it as An- 
thrax ; if it be, then Anthrax, when he let the ass 
to hire, let the shadow also, and his present de- 
mand is as unreasonable as though a man should 
first sell me a lute and then expect me to pay 
for the tunes I played on it. Though why 
should there be so much argmnent about a 
thing which must be as clear to the common- 
place sense of mankind as the sun at noonday ? 
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What is the shadow of an ass ? — and what 
shamelessness on the part of Anthrax, since he 
had no real right in it, to feign one in order to 
make usurious gain by it ! And even if he had 
a right to it, what unspeakable meanness to 
deny to a fellow-man — a neighbour and a friend 
— a thing the very smallest and slightest we can 
think of, altogether useless in almost every other 
conjuncture, — to deny this, I say, just at the 
very moment when it was indispensable to him ! 
" Noble and ever-honoured judges, let it 
never be said of Abdera, that such an oflfence — 
such a churlish disregard of humanity — could 
find defenders in a court before which, like that 
renowned one in Athens, the gods themselves 
need not blush to refer their causes. 

"The rejection of the plaintiff's illegal, un- 
righteous, and ridiculous plea, his condemnation 
in all costs and charges which by his self-will 
and obstinacy he has brought upon the innocent 
defendant, is the least that I can demand in the 
name of my client. But still the plaintiff ought 
to be compelled to give satisfaction — and suf- 
ficient satisfaction too — commensurate with the 
greatness of his offence; — satisfaction to the 
defendant, whose domestic peace, business, ho- 
nour, and reputation, have been injured to an 
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incalculable degree by the plaintiflF and hia sup- 
porters during the course of this litigation ; — 
satisfaction to the honourable Government, from 
whose judgment pronounced by the ordinary 
courts he has insolently appealed without 
ground to this high tribunal; — satisfaction to 
this honourable court itself, which he has com- 
pelled to occupy itself with a cause so contemp- 
tible ; — and, finally, satisfaction to the whole 
State and repubHc of Abdera, which on such 
frivolous grounds he has placed in circumstances 
of tumult and disorder. 

" Honourable judges, do I ask too much ? — 
do I ask anything unreasonable ? See here the 
whole of Abdera pressing in countless masses 
on the very steps of this most noble court, and, 
in the name of a deserving and ill-used fellow- 
citizen — in the name of the republic itself — seek- 
ing, nay, demanding satisfaction. Reverence for 
authority binds their tongues, but I see flashing 
from their eyes this reasonable, this not-lightly- 
to-be-refused demand. The confidence of our 
citizens, the security of our rights, the restora- 
tion of our long-disturbed peace, the continu- 
ance of that tranquillity for the future — in a 
word, the welfare of our whole State — hangs in 
suspense upon the verdict which you are now 
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about to pronounce — hangs in anxious and 
breathless expectation; and as, in the earliest 
ages of the worid, an ass had the honour of 
awaking the slumbering gods, when the Titans 
were about to make their nocturnal attack upon 
them, and thereby saving Olympus itself from 
ravage and destruction, so now the shadow ot 
an ass may have the opportunity (and may this 
day be the happy epoch !) of rescuing this great 
and ancient city from many and terrible dan- 
gers. 

*' Let us hope that it may be the means of 
cementing the bond between governors and 
governed, of sinking all past differences in an 
abyss of oblivion, by vindicating the State by 
the punishment of a presumptuous ass-driver ; 
and may Abdera flourish for ever ! " 



CHAPTER XIV. 

Eeply of the sycophant Polyphonus. 

As soon as Physignathus had finished his speech, 
the people, or rather the mob which crowded 
the market-place, testified their approbation by 
a shout so long and so loud that the judges 
began to fear it would be a permanent hindrance 
^ to the proceedings. The party of Agathyrsus 
fell into some perplexity. The Shadows, on the 
contrary, though conscious that they made but 
a minority in the great council, plucked up 
fresh courage, and premised a favourable result 
to their cause from the impression which the 
speech must have made upon the Asses. In 
the mean time, the guildmaster Awl did his 
best by signs to bring the people to quietness, 
and when the herald had made his threefold call 
to silence, with some effect, forth stepped Poly- 
phonus, the advocate of the ass-driver, a thick- 
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set, powerfully-built man, with short, crisp haii', 
and thick coal-black eyebrows. Lifting up a 
deep bass tone which resounded through the 
whole forum, he delivered himself as follows : — 

" Most mighty judges ! Truth and light have 
this peculiarity above all other things in the 
world — ^they want no strange help to make them 
visible. I yield to my opponent willingly all 
the advantages which he has endeavoured to 
obtain by means of his eloquence. 

" He who is in the wrong may try to throw 
dust in the eyes of fools and children by tropes 
and figures and all the legerdemain of school 
rhetoric : prudent men are not blinded thereby, 
I shall not examine how much &me and honour 
the republic of Abdera may gain through this * 
law-suit about an ass's shadow ; I shall neither 
seek to delude the judges by gross flatteries, nor 
to influence them by implied threats ; still less, 
by discursive observations, wiU I seek to give 
the populace a signal for uproar and sedition — 
I know why I am here, and to whom I am 
speaking ; in short, I shall content myself with 
proving that the ass-driver Anthrax is in the 
right. The judges will then know, without any 
reminder of mine, what their duty is." 

At this passage a few of the mob who stood 
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nearest on the steps of the terrace began to inter- 
rupt the speaker with shouts, yells, and me- 
naces. But when the nomophylax rose from 
his ivory tlu-one, the heralds again commanded 
silence, lifted up their partisans threatening- 
wise, all was still again, and the orator, who did 
not quite so easily recover the interruption, pro- 
ceeded with his speech. 

"Mighty lords, I stand here not as the 
advocate of the ass-driver Anthrax, but as the 
counsel for Jason's temple, and on behalf of the 
most reverend and noble Agathyrsus, the present 
arch-priest of the same, guardian of the true 
golden fleece, and protector of all the interests, 
things, and persons connected therewith, head 
and chief of the most noble race of the Ja* 
sonians, &c. ; and I am, in the name of Jason 
and his temple, to demand of you that satisfac- 
tion be given to the ass-driver Anthrax, because 
he has a good right to it, and I am confident that 
I shall be able to prove this, notwithstanding all 
the oratorical tricks which my learned opponent 
boasts of havhig acquired from his master 
Gorgias, and to prove this so clearly that the 
very blind shall see it, and the very deaf shall 
hear it. And now, without further preface, to 
the matter in dispute. Anthrax let out his ass to 
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the dentist Struthion for the day, not for any 
use he chose to make of it, but to carry him and 
his saddle-bags from here to Gerania, which, as 
everybody knows, is eight good miles distant. 
At the time of hiring the ass, naturally enough 
neither of the parties thought about his shadow. 
But when the dentist, in the middle of his 
journey, dismounted, left the ass, which had, of 
course, suffered more from the heat than he had, 
to stand in the sun, and seated himself in the 
shadow, it was equally natural that the owner and 
master of the ass should not remain indifferent. 
" I admit at once that Anthrax gave a very 
ridiculous and stupid turn to his claim when he 
demanded of this jaw-breaker an additional sum 
on account of the shadow, because, forsooth, he 
had not let that with the ass; but we must 
remember that he is only an ass-driver, and the 
descendant of similar ass-drivers — that is, a man 
who has been brought up among mere asses, 
and has really kept more company with such 
than with reasonable beings. He has, in fact, 
acquired a sort of right to be very little better 
than an ass himself. You are not to wonder 
that his jest should be the jest of an ass-driver ; 
but in what class of animals shall we rank him 
who turned this jest into earnest ? 
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130 THE REPUBLIC OP POOLS. 

" If Mr. Struthion had only behaved like a 
reasonable man, he would have only needed to 
say, ' Grood friend, we won't quarrel about the 
donkey's shadow. I have not, it is true, hired 
the donkey to sit in his shadow, but to ride to 
Gerania, and so it is reasonable enough that I 
should remunerate you for the few minutes' loss 
of time which I occasion you, especially as the 
donkey will have to stand all the longer in the 
heat, and will not be any the better for it. 
There, my good fellow, there is half a drachma 
for you. Let me get a moment's breathing- 
time, and then, in the name of all the frogs, we 
will go on our journey again ! ' 

" Now, had the dentist only spoken in this 
tone, he would have spoken like an honourable 
and reasonable man. The ass-driver would, for 
the extra half-drachma, have replied 'By all 
means,' and the city of Abdera would have 
been spared all the fame which my accomplished 
opponent promises her on account of this ass's 
shadow law-suit, and all the disturbance which 
must go on to plague and vex her so long as so 
many distinguished gentlemen, and ladies too, 
are mixed up in the litigation. Instead of 
which, the man rides his own hobby, claims for 
himself an unfounded right, by reason of his 
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contract of hiring, to sit in the shadow of the • 
donkey as long and as often as he pleases, puts 
the ass-driver in a passion ; and all he gets by it 
is, that the latter goes before the police-magis- 
trate, and makes a complaint, which is just 
as absurd and unreasonable as the defence. 
Whether it would not be an exceedingly useful 
example to slit off the ears of my excellent 
friend Physignathus, to whose agitation this suit 
owes its existence, and to whose persuasion it 
is due that the worthy jaw-breaker did not 
acquiesce in the pacification proposed by the 
most worshipful Philippides, and in place of the 
same to stitch on a pair of ass's ears, in token of 
the everlasting gratitude of the Abderite repub- 
lic, and whether it would not be advisable to do 
the same honour to the guildmaster of the cord- 
waiiiers' company, and those gentlemen who 
have taken the trouble to fling oil upon the fire, 
— ^this I leave to the wise consideration of the 
accomphshed judges. My principal, the most 
reverend arch-priest, will not fail on his part to 
give the ass-driver Anthrax a cool dozen at the 
cart's tail for his unutterable and most mischiev- 
ous foDy in all this transaction. This, as his 
especial judge and superior, he will faithfully 
promise the republic to do. 
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" But as this proceeding, however just and 
proper in itself, does not at all touch the ques- 
tion before the court — ^viz. the right of the ass- 
driver against Struthion the dentist, the ill use 
this latter made of the unlucky beast by sitting 
down in its shadow instead of riding on its 
back, and the necessity of some remuneration 
for the loss of time and additional labour cast on 
the donkey itself — so the most reverend arch- 
priest demands, on the part of this honourable 
tribunal, the most complete and entire satisfac- 
tion for his humble dependant, and that with- 
out further delay. 

"To you, gentlemen," he added, turning 
round his head, and bowing to the people, 
*' permit me to announce in the name of Jason, 
that all those who in a riotous and turbulent 
way take part in the offence of the jaw-breaker, 
until they humbly and penitently make their 
confession and retractation of the same, are and 
will be excluded from any participation in those 
monthly gifts which from the temple of Jason 
ai bestowed upon the poorer citizens. 

" I have done." 



CHAPTER XV. 

Commotion which the speech of Polyphonus occasioned. 
— Supplementary speech of Physignathus. — Embar- 
rassment of the judge. 

The manner in which the case had been stated 
by Polyphonus had so good an effect, that of the 
assembled four hundred scarcely twenty could 
be found who, according to Abderite custom, 
did not declare that they had seen through the 
affair from the very beginning ; and a few rather 
energetic expressions were heard against those 
who had allowed so simple a case to run through 
such comphcated proceedings. The majority 
seemed, indeed, to agree, not only that the arch- 
priest had a right to demand satisfaction for 
his dependant, but that a commission ought 
to be appointed at once by the great council 
to investigate as closely as possible the whole 
proceedings, in order to find out who were 
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the first inciters and promoters of this notorious 
law-suit. This proposition brought the guild- 
master, and those who in spite of all con- 
sequences still clave to his party, once more 
on the scene. The sycophant Physignathus 
again took courage, and obtained from the 
nomophylax permission once more to speak, 
on the ground that he had something new to 
adduce against the reasonings of his adver- 
sary ; and as this could not be legally refused 
him, he addressed the court in the following 
terms : — 

*' If to treat so distinguished a court as this, 
high and mighty lords, with that reverence 
which is due to it, is to be branded with the 
name of flattery, — a term which my learned 
opponent has not blushed to apply to it, — I must 
certainly sit down under an imputation that 
I can in no way avoid. I think, however, I 
ofifend less in my high opinion of this tribunal 
than he does by imagining it capable of falUng 
into so gross a snare as he has laid for it. The 
appearance of sound reason which his decided 
way of putting the case exhibits, and a certain 
tone which he seems to have borrowed from his 
client, can at most produce only a momentary 
surprise ; but that they should be able wholly 
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to overthrow the wisdom of the highest court 
in Abdera, would be as much cowardice in me 
to fear, as it would be presumption in him to 
hope. What! Polyphonus, instead of boldly 
asserting the justice of his client's case as he 
did before the city magistrate, now turns round 
and confesses that the ass-driver has acted 
stupidly and illegally in founding his complaint 
against the dentist on any imaginary right 
of property in the shadow of the donkey; he 
openly admits that the action is a ridiculous, 
groundless, and frivolous one, and yet permits 
himself, and very much in the tone and manner 
of an ass-driver too, to demand satisfaction ! 
What a new and unheard-of jurisprudence must 
that be which admits its client to be in the 
wrong, cannot deny that he deserves a cool 
dozen at the cart's tail — a punishment which a 
fellow like Anthrax would take without wincing 
— promises that he shall have it, and then — 
demands a verdict ! 

"Let it be granted that the fault of the 
ass-driver consisted simply in bringing a wrong 
action : what is that to his innocent oppo- 
nent or to the judges ? The former must frame 
his reply according to the complaint, and the 
latter must judge, not from what might be said 
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were the case represented to them from a dif- 
ferent point of view, but from what is actually 
brought before them. I promise myself, in the 
name of my chent, that the matter will be 
decided not according to this new rule which 
Polyphonus has attempted to establish, and 
which is totally at variance with all that has 
hitherto been pleaded on his side, but according 
to the form and tenor of the complaint itself. 
The matter in dispute is not the loss of time 
and the deterioration of the beast, but the ass's 
shadow. The plaintiff declares that his pro- 
perty in the ass extends to its shadow, and he 
has not proved it. The defendant asserts that 
he had acquired as much right to the shadow as 
the plaintiff, or, in other words, that by his 
contract of hire he had obtained a right to any 
advantage which might be gained thereby ; and 
what he asserts he has proved. I stand here, 
high and mighty lords, and demand a judicial 
award on that which has hitherto formed the 
ground of dispute. On that account alone 
is the matter brought before this supreme 
tribunal. This alone is what this honourable 
court has to decide, and I take upon me to say, 
in the presence of all this Ustening people, that 
either justice is not to be found in Abdera, or my 
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demand is legal; and the rights of every 
citizen are in peril unless my client can secure 
his own/' 

The advocate stopped ; the judges were 
shaken, the people began to murmur again and 
to become restless, and the Shadows lifted up 
their heads witfi hope. 

" Now," said the nomophylax, turning to 
Polyphonus, "what has the plaintiff's counsel 
to say to all this ? " 

"Most honourable sir," replied Polyphonus, 
" nothing, but just word for word what I have 
already said. This litigation about an ass's 
shadow is a contemptible litigation, and cannot 
too soon be brought to a conclusion. The plain- 
tiff has been in the wrong, the defendant has been 
in the wrong, the city magistrate was in the 
wrong, — all Abdera has been in the wrong. 
One would think that some evil wind had blown 
upon us all, and that our intellects had not been 
quite so clear as could be wished. If, however, 
folly prevail, and we are to carry on the absurdity 
any longer, I should only waste breath to go on 
speaking from morning till night on behalf of 
my client and his right to the donkey's shadow. 

" But, as I have already said, if the comedy 
which we have been playing is to be excused 
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simply because it is comedy, at least it seems to 
me scarcely respectful that we should go on play- 
ing it any longer before so august a tribunal as 
this. I at least have no instructions to that 
purpose, and I therefore spare you, most honour- 
able judges, the further repetition of all that I 
have already said, only entreating you, in the 
name of the most reverend and learned the 
arch-priest, now to finish this suit, and to decide 
as the gods shall direct you." 

The judges were in greater perplexity than 
ever, and it is hard to say what means they 
would have found to come creditably out of 
the difficulty, if chance, which from all antiquity 
has been the tutelary deity of the Abderites, 
had not taken the decision upon itself, and given 
this civic drama a denouement which a moment 
before the wisest of mankind could not have 
foreseen. 



CHAPTER XVI. . 

Unexpected denouement of the whole comedy, and resto- 
ration of tranquillity to the city of Abdera. 

The ass, whose shadow had, according to the 
expression of the archon Onolaus, so singularly 
obfuscated the brains of the Abderites, was 
awaiting the issue, still shut up in the public 
stable, and up to this time was tolerably supplied 
with fodder. The best that we can say is, that 
he grew no fatter. One of the ostlers employed 
by the republic suddenly recollected that the 
cause was now drawing near to a close, and 
thought it only right that the ass himself, by no 
means the least considerable personage in the 
drama, should be of the party. He was accord- 
ingly well groomed, adorned with garlands and 
ribands, and brought forward, followed by an 
innumerable procession of jeering street-boys, 
in great pomp to the place of meeting. 
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Now, as chance would have it, this ragamuffin 
procession arrived in the street next to the 
forum, just at the moment when Polyphonus 
had ended his harangue, and the judges were in 
sad perplexity how to decide ; the people, too, 
divided between their reverence for the arch- 
priest, and the impression which the last speech 
of Physignathus had made upon them, were in 
a very similar dilemma. 

The uproar made by the street-boys about 
the donkey here caught their attention; they 
turned their heads, paused, and then pressed 
forward. 

" Ha ! *' cried out one of the crowd, " here 
comes the ass himself." 

" He is just in time to help the judges to a 
decision," exclaimed another. 

" That confounded ass ! " shrieked a third, 
" he has brought us all to the very verge of ruin. 
I wish the wolves had devoured him before he 
had saddled us with this abominable law-suit ! " 

" Hurrah! " exclaimed a tinker who had always 
been a zealous Shadow, "those who are true 
Abderites, follow me ! Down with the donkey ! 
— let not even a hair of his accursed tail be 
left!" 

In a moment the whole assembly flung them- 
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selves on the poor beast, and before a hand could 
be raised to prevent the act, it was torn into a 
thousand pieces. Everybody wanted a bit of 
the carcase, — they tore, tliey raved, they fought, 
they screamed, they panted, they puffed : the 
like had never been seen in Abdera before. 
Some were so mad as to devour their morsels 
without waiting even for the most extempora- 
neous cookery ; but the greater part ran home, 
followed by a crowd which sought to tear the 
prey out of their hands. The tumult was 
quieted as suddenly as it arose; in a few 
minutes the forum was empty, and as still as 
midnight. 

The four hundred were at the first outbreak 
of this uproar, the cause of which they could 
not see, plunged into the greatest consternation. 
Without knowing what they did, they drew 
out their daggers from under their robes, where 
they had slily hidden them for fear of acci- 
dents, and the whole assembly stared at one 
another with no little astonishment, each gentle- 
man, from the nomophylax to the lowest officer, 
with a glittering dagger in his hand. But when 
at last they saw and heard what the mattcT was, 
they popped their daggers back again as quickly 
as they could, and'tiu'st out, like the gods in the 
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first book of the Iliad, into a roar of inextin- 
guishable laughter. 

" Thanks to Heaven ! " cried the nomophy- 
lax, as soon as the gentlemen had come to them- 
selves again; **with all our wisdom we could 
never have brought the matter to a more fitting 
conclusion. Why should we now puzzle our 
brains any longer about the affair ? The donkey, 
the guiltless cause of this troublesome action, 
has been, as usual, offered up a sacrifice to it. 
TTie people have cooled their fury in his blood, 
and we now on our side only want a decent 
conclusion. This day, which began as though it 
would have ended badly for the republic, will 
now, we hope, witness the restoration of tran- 
quillity. As the ass himself is no more, why 
should there be any longer disputing about his 
shadow ? I therefore propose that this cause be 
considered at an end, that both parties be paid 
their expenses out of the public treasury, that 
an eternal silence be observed about the whole 
transaction ; but, lest our posterity should forget 
how nearly a flourishing State was brought to 
destruction by a cause of no greater intrinsic 
importance than an ass's shadow, I also move 
that a monument should be erected by the city 
to the ass himself ^ 
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Everybody applauded the motion of the 
nomophylax, as the wisest which, under the 
cu'cumstances of the case, could be arrived at/ 
It was calculated to satisfy both parties, and 
the republic purchased the restoration of peace 
at a cheap rate. The whole four hundred 
gave their assent to the proposition, which was 
thus carried successfully, though it was not 
without some trouble that Mr. Guildmaster Awl 
was induced to acquiesce. 

The great council, preceded by one troop and 
followed by another of the civic guard, escorted 
the nomophylax to his house, where he stopped 
on the threshold and invited his colleagues, all 
and sundry, to a monster concert which he 
intended to give by way of celebrating the 
return of domestic tranquillity. 

The arch-priest Agathyrsus not only forgave 
the ass-driver the "cool dozen'' which Poly- 
phonus had been so kind as to promise him, 
but presented him with three fine mules out of 
his own stable, with the especial injunction not 
to take a single farthing by way of indemnifica- 
tion out of the Abderite treasury. 

The following day he entertained all the 
Shadows (Shadows now no more) of the greater 
and lesser councils at a sumptuous dinner, and 
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in the evening he caused a donation of half a 
drachma to be made to every craftsman in the 
city to drink to the health of himself and all 
good Abderites. This liberality won back for 
him all hearts, and as the Abderites were a 
people to whom it cost nothing to pass from 
one extremity to another, it will not be con- 
sidered extraordinary that in a few weeks the 
very names of asses and shadows were almost 
forgotten — so great was the effect of this noble 
conduct on the part of hiin who headed the 
stronger party. 

The Abderites themselves laughed over their 
own folly as a fit of feverish insanity, now, thank 
the gods ! over for ever. One of their ballad- 
mongers, of whom they had a great many, and 
very bad ones too, did what he could to put 
the whole transaction into street-rhymes, that 
it might be sung up and down highways and 
byways ; and Thlaps the dramatist, of whom 
honourable mention has been made already, did 
not fail within a month to prepare a thlai)sody 
on the subject, to which the nomophylax com- 
posed the music. This beautiful work was re- 
ceived with every mark of approbation, and both 
parties laughed at it as heartily as though the 
matter did not refer to them at all. 
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Democritus, whom the arch-priest had per- 
suaded to accompany him to the theatre, ob- 
served as they went out together, " At least we 
must allow, that the Abderites have one point of 
resemblance with the Athenians, and that is, 
that they can heartily and good-humouredly 
laugh at their own absurdities. It is true they 
will be none the wiser on this account ; but it 
is always so much gained when a nation can 
suflTer clever and well-meaning people to make 
merry over its follies, and has the good sense 
to laugh with them, instead of becoming as 
spiteful as so many apes." 

This was the last play that Democritus 
attended in his native city, for shortly after, 
without teUing a living soul where he was 
going, he left Abdera, bag and baggage, and 
was never heard of again. 
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CHAPTER L 

Firit ri«6 of the evil that Bubsequently caiued tbe 
destruction of Abdera* — Policy of the arcb-pricst 
AgatbjnuB — He causes a frog^pool of bia own to 
be dug. — Nearer and more remote consequences of 
this new institution. 

The republic of Abdera now enjoyed for some 
years as complete a quiet as could have been 
expected. The perilous episode of the ass's 
shadow had been, thanks to the whimsical 
genius of the State, safely passed through, and 
had it been possible for Abderites to remain 
long in tranquillity, an unbroken calm might 
have been promised to the city. But there was 
a hidden cause ever working for their destruc- 
tion, and all the more to be dreaded as, in place 
of fearing, they loved and cherished it. 

n 2 
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The Abderites, as we have ah-eady seen, 
reverenced Latona as their tutelary divinity. 
Now, whatever may be objected to the worship 
of Latona, at least it was one which they had 
inherited from their forefathers, and in this 
respect they were certainly not more careless 
than other Greek republics. It would not be 
a matter of much consequence whether they 
worshipped Minerva like the Athenians, or 
Juno like the Samians, or Diana like the Ephe- 
sians, or Venus like the Paphians, or whether 
they chose Latona : as the case stood, any form 
of reUgion was better than none. But the 
worship of Latona might have been carried on 
without that of the holy frogs. What necessity 
was there to prop up the simple faith of their 
Teian ancestors by so dangerous a buttress? 
Why should they keep the frogs of Latona, 
when they had Latona herself? Or, if their 
A^bderite faith required some visible monument 
of the change into frogs which the Lycian 
peasants had undergone, it might have been 
managed by half a dozen stuffed frogs kept in 
a glass case, covered with a brocaded cloth, 
in a chapel of Latona's temple, and solemnly 
exhibited once a year to the people with suit- 
able ceremonies. 



PEOPHECY OF DEMOCRITUS. 149 

Democritus, their fellow-citizen, had given 
them a word or two of good caution ; but then 
Democritus was a man whom nobody credited 
very much, because he had the bad reputation 
of believing nothing himself. He had told them 
that it was very easy, especially when frogs were 
concerned, to be too devout. His ears, after 
twenty years* absence, were more sensitive to the 
continual chorus, Ke/c-KCK-Kc/c-Koa^-Koa^, which 
resounded night and day about him, than the 
somewhat thicker and perhaps somewhat longer 
organs of the other Abderites, not to speak of 
their bejng accustomed to the croaking. 

Once or twice he had spoken sharply against 
their " batracholatry^' as he called it, and, 
partly in jest, partly in earnest, had prophesied 
to them that unless they took proper precautions 
their croaking fellow-citizens would in time 
croak them all out of the town. The aristo- 
cracy might on this point joke as they liked, for 
they were not desirous of being considered be- 
lievers in the frogs of Latona more than Demo- 
critus himself. 

But the mischief was; that he never could, 
either by satire or serious advice, bring them to 
look at the matter from a reasonable point of 
view. If he joked, they joked with him : if he 
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spoke seriously, they joked at him, and wondered 
that he could be serious about such a matter ; 
and thus, notwithstanding every objection, 
things remained in Abdera in this respect, just 
as in every other, in statu quo. Nevertheless, 
in the time of Democritus, a certain laxity of 
belief and practice was evidently gaining ground 
among the younger nobles of Abdera. The 
priest Strobylus complained bitterly that in the 
best houses the frog-pools, which their ancestors 
had carefully kept up in their gardens, the 
present holders were sadly neglecting. The 
common people alone held fast in this respect 
to the laudable old customs, and showed their 
reverence for the holy pool by voluntaiy con- 
tributions towards its sustentation. 

Now who would have supposed that of all the 
Abderites the very last man on whom any sus- 
picion of batracholatry would have fallen — ^viz. 
the arch-priest Agathyrsus himself — should have 
been the man who, after the settlement of the 
feud between the Asses and Shadows, stirred 
up the cooling zeal of his fellow-citizens on be- 
half of the frogs ? 

It would perhaps be impossible to exculpate 
him in this step from an inconsistency between 
his internal convictions and his external con- 
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duct ; and if we had not some due to his mode 
of thinking in other matters, this last would be 
quite iBexplicable. But we know that the arch- 
priest was naturally a very ambitious man. He 
had seen himself during the late tumults at the 
head of a considerable party, and he had no in- 
clination to exchange this advantage for any- 
thing less than an enduring influence over the 
whole State, now happily restored to tranquiUity. 

This he could only attain by an overwhelmmg 
popularity and a certain concession to the pre- 
judices of the multitude, which was to him so 
much the easier, as he regarded religion merely 
as a political engme. like many of his class, 
it was to him a matter of perfect indifference 
what the object of reverence might be — ^frogs, 
or owls, or fleeces : that to him was best which 
offered to him the wisest and readiest means of 
satisfying his darling passion. 

To this end, and to retain in the cheapest 
manner the esteem and favour of the people, he 
not only banished the storks of which the guar- 
dians of the holy pool had complained from all 
the precincts of Jason's temple, but he carried 
his concessions to his new friends so far as to 
cut a canal through an esplanade which one of 
his ancestors had consecrated to the use of the 
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people, and filled it with frog-spawn, brought 
in casks out of the holy pool. This he had ob- 
tained by a most courteous application to Stro- 
bylus, who accompanied the casks and witnessed 
the transportation himself, followed by all the 
idle rabble of Abdera. It may be mentioned 
by the bye, that Agathyrsus made a handsome 
ofiering to the temple of Latona by way of 
compensation. 

From this time forward Agathyrsus was the 
idol of the people. A frog-trench dug just at 
the right moment had done for him what all his 
eloquence, liberality, courtesy, and policy would 
not have accomplished in half a century. He 
reigned as absolutely as a king in Abdera, with- 
out ever entering the council-chamber; and 
because he entertained two or three times a 
week all the senators and guildmasters at sump- 
tuous dinners, and only insinuated his com- 
mands in ftdl bumpers of the finest Chian 
wine, nobody ever dreamed of objecting to 
so amiable a tyranny. The gentlemen of the 
council never imagined that their principles were 
not their own, though, in fact, their notes were 
only the echoes of the dining-room of Agathyrsus. 
He was himself, it is true, the first among trusty 
friends to make merry over his new frog-moat ; 
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but then the people heard nothing about that, 
and as, among the nobles of Abdera, his example 
had more eflFect than his jokes, it was amusing 
to see how the old trenches in all gardens were 
reopened, and new ones cut where there were 
none before. 

In this remarkable city all foUies were con- 
tagious : before long nobody was free from this 
new one. At first it was only a fashion, a thing 
which belonged to good society: a citizen of 
substance would have thought it a disgrace to 
be behind his wealthy neighbours. But uncon- 
sciously it grew to be a requisite of good citi- 
zenship, and the man who could not show his 
frog-pond within four palings would have been 
regarded as an enemy of Latona and a traitor to 
his country. When the zeal of private persons 
waxed so warm, it is not to be expected that 
less would be displayed by the senate, the guild- 
masters, and the dignitaries of state. Each 
guild had its own frog-pool. In every open 
place in the city, even before the senate-house, 
where the cabbage and oyster women made 
noise enough before, were basins constructed 
for the croaking race; and the college of 
ediles, which had especially the charge of 
beautifying the city, at last hit upon the ex- 

h3 
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pcdient of cutting small canals through the 
groves by which Abdera was encompassed, and 
giving thcin up as a new possession to the frogs. 

The plan was brought before the senate and 
passed without opposition, although it was 
avowedly necessary to drain the river Nestus 
to supply all these frog-reservoirs with water. 
Neither the cost of all these operations, nor the 
manifold evils occasioned by the diminution of 
water in the river, seemed to excite any atten- 
tion ; and when a young member of the council 
observed that the river Nestus was become 
little better than a marsh, " So much the better," 
said one of the guardians of the frogs; *' we 
shall have a trench the more without its costing 
the republic a farthing/' 

Those who derived the most benefit from this 
fancy of beautifying a city by means of frog- 
ponds were the priests of Latona. For though 
they sold the spawn out of the holy pool very 
cheaply, viz. for the Abderite cyathus {i. e. 
about a pint of our measure) only two drach- 
mas, yet it was calculated that during the first 
two or three years, when this enthusiasm was at 
its height, they had cleared more than five 
thousand darics. The sum seems too high for 
probability, although it is not to be denied that 
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for the spawn which they supplied to the State 
they received twice as much out of the public 
chest. 

Nobody in Abdera troubled himself about 
the consequences of these petty institutions. 
The consequences came, however, nevertheless. 
But because they did not make their appearance 
all at once, not only were they not looked for, 
but, when they were too evident to be ignored 
any longer even by Abderites, even then they 
were not recognized as coming from the source 
which has been indicated. 

The physicians puzzled their wits to find 
out why colds, rheumatisms, headaches, and 
agues increased from year to year — why they 
were so much more obstinate than of old — 
why, in fact, they bade defiance to all the 
skill of Abdera and all the physic of Anticyra. 
In short, Abdera and the whole region round- 
about was being fast converted into one 
unsightly, unhealthy frog-marsh; nor had it 
yet occurred to any one of their philosophers 
to inquire whether the unlimited multiplication 
of frogs might not perhaps be so prejudicial 
to a State as to more than counterbalance all 
the advantages which the piously-disposed ex- 
pected to obtain from it. 



CHAPTER II. 

Character of the philosopher Koraz. — History of the 
academy of sciences at Abdera. — Korax lays before 
that body a captious question concerning the frogs 
of Latona. — He sets himself up as the head of the 
Anti-froggites. — Behaviour of the priests of Latona 
towards this sect, and how they were induced at 
last to believe them to be harmless. 

The remarkable genius who first made the 
observation that the number of frogs in Abdera 
was really excessive and bore no proportion to 
that of the unfeathered and two-legged in- 
habitants, was one Korax. He was a young 
man of good family who had resided for some 
years at Athens, and in the academy, as the 
school of Plato was generally called, had im- 
bibed some notions not altogether favourable 
to the frogs of Latona: to say the truth, 
Latona herself had, since his residence in Athens, 
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sunk SO much in his opinion, that it is scarcely 

to be wondered at if her frogs received less 

reverence from him than might be desired from 

a true Abderite. "Every beautiftd woman is 

a goddess/' he was accustomed to say, '' at 

least a goddess of hearts, and Latona was 

undoubtedly a very beautiful woman. But 

what has that to do with frogs? and what, 

looking at the matter from a merely human 

and reasonable point of view, — what have the 

frogs to do with Latona? And granted also 

that the goddess, for whom, by the bye, I 

entertain all respect due to a beautiful woman 

and a goddess to boot, — granted, I say, that 

the goddess had chosen these frogs above all 

other reptiles and vermin in the world to be 

her peculiar pets, does it therefore follow that 

we cannot have too many frogs ? " 

Korax was, at the time when he began thus 
to reason, a member of the academy which 
had been established in Abdera in imitation of 
that at Athens ; for the Abderites, as we have 
had occasion to remark before, were quite 
determined to have everything that the Athe- 
nians had. This academy was a httle grove 
planned out in walks, and situated close to 
the city ; and as it was under the protection 
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of the senate, and had been laid out at the 
cost of the State, the college of ediles had 
not neglected, according to their plan of beauti- 
fying the city, to provide it abundantly with 
frog-pools. The members of the academy 
frequently found theuLselves disturbed in their 
deepest meditations by the croaking chorus 
of these noisy melodists. But as this would 
have been the case just the same in any other 
part of Abdera, they bore it the more patiently ; 
or perhaps, to speak more accurately, everybody 
in Abdera was so accustomed to the croaking 
of the frogs that they heard it no more than 
the inhabitants of Niagara do the great fall 
in the vicinity of which they live, or than 
the neighbours of any other waterfall in the 
world. 

But with Korax, whose ears, by his residence 
at Athens, had recovered their usual suscepti* 
biUty, the case was different. It will not seem 
strange that he made the most pointed observa- 
tions on the nuisance at the first meeting which 
he attended : he remarked that the screech-owl 
of Minerva was better qualified as an extra- 
ordinary member of the academy than the frogs 
of Latona. 

" I do not know," said he, " what you think 
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of it, gentlemen ; but it seems to me that the 
frogs have increased in an intolerable degree 
lately here in Abdera." 

The Abderites were a stupid people, as we all 
know, and, with the exception of one far-famed 
nation, there were probably none in the world 
which could rival them in the faculty of not 
seeing the wood on account of the trees. But 
this much must be conceded to them, that when 
one among their number stumbled upon an ob- 
servation that anybody else might have made 
before him, but did not make, they awoke as 
out of a sleep, marvelled very much at the 
discovery, and considered themselves greatly 
obliged to him who had made it. 

" Indeed,*' said the gentlemen of^the academy, 
" the frogs have for some time past increased in 
a very astonishing manner." 

" When I say," replied Korax, " in an in- 
tolerable degree, I do not wish to be under- 
stood as implying that there is anything un- 
natural about it. In fact, nothing is more to 
be expected than that frogs should increase 
in a monstrous ratio when such measures are 
taken for their support. The only thing 
incredible, in my opinion, is that a people 
should be found so simple as to permit it." 



160 THE EEPUBLIC OF FOOLS. 

The assembled members of the academy 
started at the freedom of this speech, and 
seemed a Uttle perplexed what to think of the 
matter. 

" I speak only from a human point of view," 
said Korax. 

" We do not doubt it in the least," replied 
the president of the academy, who was also 
a senator and one of the Decemviri ; " but the 
academy has made itself a law not to touch 
on such delicate topics, on which reason may 
be so easily misled." 

** The academy at Athens has made no such 
law," added Korax boldly; "if philosophy is 
not to touch on all things, it would be better 
for. it to touch on — ^nothing at all." 

" On all things," said the president, with a 
significant gesture, "but not on Latona 
and " 

*'Her frogs," added. Korax with a smile. 
This -was really what the president intended 
to say, but with the word " and " there came 
over his mind a kind of suspicion that he was 
about to utter a folly, and so he stopped 
suddenly with his mouth open, and left Korax 
to finish the sentence for him. 

" Such a thing may be regarded from various 
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points of view, and in different lights/* said 
Korax, " and to do this is, as it seems to me, 
exactly what is becoming for a philosopher, and 
that which distinguishes him from the unthink- 
ing multitude. Our frogs, for example, may 
be considered first simply as frogs, and then as 
frogs of Latona. Now, so far as they are merely 
frogs, they are no more than other frogs. Their 
relation towards the people of Abdera is exactly 
the same as that of all other frogs to all other 
men, and thus far nothing can be more innocent 
than the inquiry whether the number of frogs is 
or is not in due proportion to the number of 
men ; and, if it should appear that the State is 
nourishing more frogs than are needful, to 
deUberate upon the means through which the 
unreasonable number may be diminished.'* 

" Korax speaks reasonably," said some young 
academicians. 

"I touch on the subject only according to 
human reason," replied Korax. 

"I would rather," answered the president, 
" that you would not touch on it at all." 

This was the first speech which Korax flung 
into the inflammable brains of some speculative 
young Abderites. Unobserved he became the 
head and mouthpiece of a sect whose theories 
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and opinions were not looked upon in Abdera as 
one whit too orthodox. They were blamed, and 
with good reason, for not keeping their views to 
themselves, but, in public places and assemblies 
of the people, asserting that it might be doubted 
whether the frogs of Latona were anything 
more than common frogs after all. The say- 
ing that they were descended from the peasant- 
frogs, or frog-peasants of the Lycians, was 
nothing more than a silly legend ; and a man 
might doubt the tradition itself, that Jupiter 
had changed the peasants into frogs in con- 
sequence of their iQsolence and cruelty to La- 
tona, without therefore sinning against either 
Jupiter or Latona. 

However that might be, it was certainly 
absurd, out of devotion to the beautiful Latona, 
to make the whole city and republic of Abdera 
fall into a frog-marsh. But what was more than 
all these arguments, was the title which was taken 
by Korax and his followers, — a title which would 
seem to have very little meaning in our day, but 
then, and in Abdera, and especially in the ears 
of the priests of Latona, it had a most ominous 
sound: it was that of Batrachomachistae, or 
Anti'froggites ! This title was the less unpleas- 
ing to those who bore it, because nearly all the 
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young and fair in the city were soon infected 
with their opinions. The priests of Latona's 
temple, and the college of frog-guardians, did 
not fail on every opportunity to show their dis- 
satisfaction at the self-will and impiety of the 
Anti-froggites. And the new high-priest Stilbon 
— for Strobylus had been dead for some years- 
enlarged his book on the antiquities of Latona's 
temple by a long chapter on the nature of 
Latona's frogs. In the meanwhile, there was 
the more reason for him to be satisfied with the 
existing state of things, since, in spite of the 
free-thinking spirit which Korax had originated 
in Abdera, there was not one single frog-pond 
less in the city and the neighbourhood. 

The philosopher and his friends were cunning 
enough to perceive that they could not more 
cheaply purchase the permission to think what 
they pleased about the frogs, than by doing ex- 
actly as other people did. Indeed, the wise Ko- 
rax, as the person on whom all eyes were fixed, 
thought it better to do too much than too Kttle. 
He accordingly, soon after his speech in the 
academy, caused to be dug on his own patri- 
monial estate one of the finest frog-trenches in 
all Abdera, and filled it with fat frogs out of the 
holy pool, for each of which he paid to the 
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priests no less than four drachmas. This was a 
courtesy for which these gentlemen, however 
little they felt bound to him in their hearts, 
could not fail on account of the example to 
appear grateful, especially as this act of the so- 
called philosopher gave sufficient pretence for 
them to say that in his irreligious talk about 
Latona and her frogs he was not really in 
earnest. " His tongue is worse than his heart," 
said they ; " he wishes it to be thought that he 
is too clever to think Uke other people, but after 
all it is mere affectation. If he were not really 
convinced of the truth, he would not let his 
actions contradict his theories in the way he 
does. We must not judge such people accord^ 
ing to what they say, but according to what 
they do." 

Notwithstanding all this, Korax had under- 
taken no slighter labour than, like a new Hercules, 
Theseus, or Harmodius, that of delivering his 
country from the frogs, by which, as he was 
accustomed to say, it was threatened with a 
greater evil than all those which the robbers, 
tyrants, and monsters slain by the before-men- 
tioned heroes, had brought upon Greece of old. 



CHAPTER III. 

An unfortunate accident compels the senate to notice 
the immense increase of frogs in Abdera. — Impru- 
dence of the counsellor Meidias. — The majority seek 
the opinion of the academy. The nomophylax Hyp- 
siboas protests against this measure, and urges the 
high-priest Stilbon to prevent such a proceeding. 

The inconveniences which the At^derites suffered 
from the prodigious increase of their sacred frogs 
became still more pressing day by day ; but the 
archon Onocradias (nephew of the renowned Ono- 
laus, and, to say the truth, one of the emptiest 
heads that ever ruled in Abdera) never would have 
thought of bringing the matter before the senate 
had it not been for a very distressing accident. It 
happened, on the day of a certain great procession 
when the crowd in the principal streets was very 
great, that a few dozen frogs which had wandered 
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out of their ditches got trodden down b j the 
people, and, in spite of all that could be done 
to rescue them, they departed this life under 
singularly unpleasant circumstances. 

This mishap appeared so considerable that the 
archon felt obliged to convene an extraordinary 
meeting of the senate, first to inquire what sa- 
tisfaction on the part of the city would be neces- 
sary to Latona, to atone for this unintentional, 
but not the less frightful sacrilege, and secondly, 
how so melancholy an occurrence could be pre- 
vented in future. 

After the usual Abderite common-places had 
been uttered, Meidias, a relation and adhe- 
rent, rose and said, " I don't understand why 
gentlemen shoijjd make so much ado about 
a half-bushel of frogs more or less. Everybody 
knows full well that the thing was a mere 
accident, at which Latona cannot possibly take 
offence: and as the fates which preside over 
gods, men, and frogs, have allowed some four- 
and-twenty croakers to come to an untimely 
end, all I can say is, I wish it had been four- 
and-twenty myriads." 

There were not perhaps five persons in the 
whole senate who, in the bosom of their families 
or in private society, had not complained a 
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thousand times at least over the incredible in- 
crease of the frogs ; but now that the matter was 
the subject of conversation in the senate, every- 
body started at the boldness of Meidias : it was as 
though he had taken Latona herself by the throat. 
Some gentlemen looked quite as frightened as 
though they expected to see their colleague, for 
his rashness, changed into a frog himself before 
their eyes. 

"I pay aU due respect to the holy pool," 
proceeded Meidias, quite calmly (he had noticed 
all the effect of his previous speech), "but I 
appeal to the inner consciousness of all men 
whose common sense is not entirely exhausted, 
whether any one could deny without blushing 
that the number of frogs in Abdera is perfectly 
monstrous." 

The senators had in the mean time recovered 
from their first alarm, and as they saw that 
Meidias sat there in his own form, and had 
dared to say with impunity what they all felt at 
bottom to be perfectly true, they began to con- 
sider one after another what the state of the 
case really was, and after a while it appeared 
to be the opinion of the whole senate that " it 
could be wished there were fewer frogs in 
Abdera!" 
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" No one is secure in his own house from 
them," said one. 

" Nobody can walk in the streets/' remarked 
another, " without running the risk of crushing 
half a dozen at every step." 

"It is quite right," observed a third, '*to 
have frog-ponds, but the privilege has its 
limits." 

A fourth attested, " Had I been in the senate 
when it was resolved to have open frog-ponds, I 
certainly would not have given the measure my 
support." 

" But who," exclaimed a fifth, " would have 
supposed that the frogs could multiply in such a 
portentous manner? " 

" I could well enough," said the president of 
the academy, " but I had made up my mind to 
live at peace with the priests of Latona." 

" So had I," said Meidias, " but our circum- 
stances are none the better through that." 

"And now, gentlemen, since things are so, 
what is to be done ? " asked the archon Ouo- 
cradias, in his usual shuffling tone. 

" There lies the difficulty," replied the senators 
all at once. 

"If anybody would only tell us what is 
to be done ! " exclaimed Meidias hastily, and 
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then suddenly stopped. A deep silence followed ; 
all the senators dropped their heads on their 
breasts, twisted their features into an appear- 
ance of meditation, and began to reflect with all 
their might. 

At last the archon broke silence. " And pray 
what have we an Academy of Sciences for?" 
exclaimed he, to the unutterable bewilderment 
of his colleagues, for no man, since his accession 
to the archonate, had ever heard him express 
himself by any figure of speech. 

" The suggestion of your Excellency is invalu- 
able," answered Meidias; *'I move that the 
question be proposed to the academy, by which 
means " 

*' That is exactly what I mean/' interrupted 
the archon; "what good is an Academy of 
Sciences to us» if we are to sit and puzzle our 
brains about such subtle questions as this P " 

" Admirable 1 " all at once cried half a dozen 
stout senators, patting their smooth foreheads 
with their soft hands — " admirable I " The 
academy shall give us an opinion on the sub- 
ject." 

*' One moment, gentlemen," said Ilypsiboas, 
one of the heads of the republic, for he was at 
the same time nomophylax, first curator of the 

VOL. II. I 
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holy frogs, and a member of the Council of 
Ten, — ^notwithstanding all these oflSces there 
was scarcely a man in all Abdera who took less 
interest in Latona and her frogs than he did. 
But, because, at the last election of archon, the 
Jasonian Onacradias had been preferred to him, 
he had made it a principle, in every possible 
respect, to be on the contrary side to the new 
archon. It was consequently attributed to him 
by the Jasonians and their friends, that he was 
a turbulent demagogue, and wanted only tc 
make a party in the senate to oppose all acts and 
motions of the Jasonians, who for some time 
past had been, in truth, the predominating 
race. 

*' I pray you, gentlemen,*' said Hypsiboas, " do 
not be in too great a hurry. This matter does 
not belong to the academy; it belongs to the 
College of Frog-guardians. It would be con- 
trary to all good order, and an intolerable insult 
besides to the priesthood of Latona, if a ques- 
tion of this nature and importance were sub- 
mitted to the academy." 

"It concerns no mere question of frogs, 
honourable Mr. Nomophylax," answered Meidias, 
with his usual sarcastic coolness. " Alas ! since 
the admirable regulations which for some years 
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past have been observed, it has become a ques- 
tion of state/' 

"And perhaps the weightiest that has ever 
rendered necessary a calling together of our 
country's brightest intellects," interposed Stentor. 
Stentor possessed the hottest head in the repub- 
lic, and by means of his thundering voice he 
could do much in the senate. The Jasonians 
had brought him, plebeian as he was, on their 
side by marrying him to a natural daughter of 
the late arch-priest Agathyrsus, and from time 
to time they made good use of his voice, when 
they wanted to get up an opposition in the 
senate to the nomophylax Hypsiboas, who had 
a voice quite as strong, though not as thunder- 
ing. It was well for the Abderite senators on 
these occasions that the perpetual chorus of 
croaking, to which they had become accustomed, 
had made their hearing a little thicker than usual 
— ^they would otherwise have run no small risk of 
having the drums of their ears broken outright. 
But in the senate-house of Abdera such refine- 
ments were common, and both screamers were 
allowed to roar against each other till hoarseness 
prevented their roaring any longer. At this 
moment, however, there was no particular reason 
for listening to either of them, and accordingly 

I 2 
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the archon asked the secretary what o'clock it 
was ; and on receiving the assurance that it was 
near dinner time, he put the question to the vote 
at once. 

Here, it must be remembered, that a resolution 
was never carried because the grounds on which 
it was made appeared to the voters the most 
satisfactory, but they did for the most part 
assent to the opinion of those who shouted the 
loudest and spoke the last, unless, as it frequently 
happened, the thing were a party question, and 
then every man voted according to his party. 

Now the party of the archon was generally 
the strongest, but on an occasion hke this, which 
the president of the academy very properly 
called a most deUcate one, Onocradias would 
with difl&culty have carried his point, had it not 
been for the extraordinary use which Stentor 
made of his lungs. It was resolved by twenty-^ 
eight voices against twenty-two that a report 
should be requested from the academy, through 
what means the overwhelming multitude of 
frogs in and about Abdera, (without prejudice 
to Latona and the rights of her temple,) might 
in some degree be restrained. The Senator 
Meidias had caused this clause to be inserted 
either to propitiate the uomophylax and his 
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party, or at least to take away from them all 
pretext for setting the people against the Govern- 
ment; but the nomophylax and his followers 
were not people to be led by the nose by means 
of a clause. They entered a protest against 
the decision ; they demanded an attested copy, 
and carried it in procession to the high-priest 
Stilbon. They ^informed him of the encroach- 
ment thus made on the rights of the College- of 
Frog-guardians, and on those of Latona's temple, 
and proceeded to take counsel with him as to 
those measures which ought to be adopted in 
their defence. 



CHAPTER IV. 

The high-priest Stilbon. — His character and manner 
of life. — Interview between the priests of Latona 
and the minority in the senate. — Stilbon looks at the 
matter from his own point of view, and goes to make 
his sentiments known to the archon. — ^Eemarkable 
conversation among those who remained behind. 

The present high-priest, Stilbon, was the third 
who had held that high office since the decease 
of the venerable Strobylus (may his ashes rest 
in peace!). In the character of these men 
there was one strong point of resemblance, 
however different they were in almost every 
other respect : that one was a great zeal for the 
interests of their order. Stilbon, from his boy- 
hood, had loved solitude ; he would frequently 
ramble away into the most imfrequented parts 
of Latona's forests, or sit for hours in the most 
secret recesses of her temple, wrapt in deep 
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meditation ; and as to the subjects of his con- 
templation, the more removed they were from 
the ordinary business of life, the less intelligible 
to the ordinary intellects of mankind, the more 
acceptable they were to our recluse. Xike an 
unwearied spider, he ever sat in the centre of 
his web of word and thought, busy in spinning 
out the small store of ideas which he had 
treasured up in his uneventful life, and within the 
narrow circle of Latona's temple. And he did 
spin them into such fine threads, that he might 
have tapestried with them the innumerable ceUs 
of his brain over and over again. 

But, besides these metaphysical speculations, 
he had greatly occupied himself with the anti- 
quities of Greece, Thrace, and especially Abdera; 
and above all with the histories of those conti- 
nents, islands, and peninsulas, which, according 
to ancient tradition, were once there, but were 
now there no longer. The worthy man knew 
not one word about what was going on in his 
own time, and still less of what was going on 
fifty years ago : indeed, the city of Abdera itself, 
at the end of which he hved, was less known to 
him than Memphis or Persepolis. But perhaps 
he was all the more on this account at home 
in the old Pelasgian land. He knew what 
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every nation, every race, every little tribe, was 
called before it bore its present appellation ; 
could tell by whom was built every temple now 
lying in ruins ; and had at his fingers' ends all 
the succession of kings from the flood of Deuca- 
lion downwards ; he could name them as they 
sat in their httle gates and administered justice 
to all those who were not in a condition to 
administer it to themselves — ^the famous island 
of Atlantis was as well-known to him as though 
he had seen with his own eyes all its lordly 
palaces, temples, and theatres ; and he would 
have been inconsolable if any scholar could have 
pointed out an error in his thick book on the 
wanderings of the isle of Delos, or in any 
other of those thick books which he had written 
on equally interesting subjects. Notwithstanding 
all this pedantry, Stilbon was really a learned 
man; but in everything which concerned the 
real business of Ufe, he was not only extremely 
simple, but, however little he suspected the truth, 
one of the most limited of mankind. 

His notions on human business were altogether 
impracticable, because he was never ready with 
the right word at the right time. He judged 
always obliquely about that which stood straight 
before him, came to logical conclusions upon 
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iflooitect premised, marvelled greatly oter thfc 
moit natural events, and wfts ever expecting 
favoimible results from measures wluch must 
infallibly frustrate his intentions. His head 
was, and remained as long as he lived, the 
rendezvous of all popular prejudices. The 
silliest old woman in Abdera was not so credu- 
lous as he was, and, however strange it may seem 
to the reader, he was probably the only man 
in the whole city who with all his heart believed 
in the frogs of Latona. In spite of all these 
defects, Stilbon was universally respected as a 
right-minded and peace-loving man; and if 
those negative virtues which arose from his 
mode of life, kind of study, and position in 
society, were reckoned to him as merits, why 
then Stilbon was better than most of his fellow- 
citizens. These latter imagined him to be a 
man without passions, because they saw that 
none of those things which excited the desires 
of other people had any effect upon him. But 
they did not reflect that he set no value on 
those things, either because he did not know 
them, or because by his habits of solitude and 
meditation, he had learned to treat them with 
an utter indifference and disregard. 

But all the while the worthy Stilbon had one 

i3 
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passion which by itself was quite as calculated to 
produce disturbance in the State as all those j&rom 
which he was free — a passion for his own opinions. 
Thoroughly convinced himself of their correct- 
ness, he could not imagine how it was possible 
that a man with his five senses, and an ordinary 
portion of human reason, could come to any 
other conclusions. When, however such an 
event did force itself on his notice, he only saw 
two alternatives by which it might be accounted 
for : one was, that the person in question must 
be out of his senses ; the other, that he was a 
wicked, deliberate, and envenomed enemy of 
the truth, and therefore a man to be despised, 
abhorred, and avoided. This mode of thinking 
made Stilbon, with all his virtues, a very danger- 
ous man in Abdera ; and he would have been 
much more so, were it not that his indolence 
and his invincible love of seclusion stood a little 
in the way. As it was, he seldom thought any 
thing that went on around him worthy of his 
notice at all. 

" T never heard complaints that we had too 
many frogs," said Stilbon, quite coolly, as soon 
as the nomophylax had finished his representa- 
tion. 

" That is not the subject of our conversation, 
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most reverend sir/' replied the other ; " on that 
point the senate is pretty well of one mind, and 
indeed all the people too. But what we have 
to consider is the propriety of referring tp the 
academy such a question as this, * By what ways 
and means can the unreasonable number of 
frogs be reduced?'" 

" And has the senate made such a requisition 
to the academy? " asked Stilbon. 

"Why, yes — did you not hear ?" answered 
Hypsiboas, rather impatiently. "That is the 
very thing that we have come to tell you.'' 

" In that case the senate has taken a step 
which does not display its usual wisdom," 
replied Stilbon, in as calm a tone as before. 
" Have you brought the decree with you? " 

" Here is a copy of it." 

" Hem ! hem ! " said Stilbon, and shook his 
head, after having carefully perused it two 
or three times. "Here are almost as many 
absurdities as words. They must first prove 
that there are too many frogs in Abdera. 
Now this can never be proved, for, in order to 
ascertain what is too much, we must first 
accurately define what is enough, and this would 
be impossible for us to know, even if the 
Delphian Apollo, or his mother, Latona herself, 
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were to vouGlisafe us an oracle for the purpose. 
The thmg is clear enough ; for, as the frogs are 
under the immediate influence and protection 
of the goddess, it must be impious, as well as 
unreasonable, to say that there can ever be more 
of them than agrees with her pleasure- Not 
only does the matter not require, but it does not 
admit of any investigation. But in the second 
place, if it be granted that there are too many 
frogs, yet it is absurd to consult about ways 
and means to diminish their number \ for there 
are no suck tneans^ at least none that stand 
within our reach, which is just the same as 
though there were none at all. Thirdly, it is 
unreasonable to make such a requisition to the 
academy. For not only has the academy no 
right to decide upon such weighty and important 
subjects as this ; but it consists, as I fear, almost 
entirely of witlings and poetasters, who do not 
understand such matters as this at all ; and, as 
a proof that they do not, I am given to under- 
stand that they are silly enough to sport and 
jest about them. I am willing to hope that 
these poor people have so acted out of ignorance. 
Let them read with attention my book on the 
antiquities of Latona's temple, and then they must 
either be destitute of common sense, or else open 
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enemies of all that is good, if they do not. at 
once admit the truth which I have there laid 
down as clearly as if it were written with a 
sunbeam. This decree of the senate is therefore 
thoroughly absurd, and can consequently be of no 
effect, for to say of a thing that it is absurd, is as 
much as to say that it is not a thing at all. You 
may just tell honourable members this at their 
next meeting — ' second thoughts are best' — and 
I am sure they will come to a better decision, and, 
then, most worshipful Mr. Nomophylax, I think 
the best thing we can do will be to let the 
matter rest." 

"We all know,'' answered the nomophylax, 
" that you are a profoundly-learned man ; but 
do not be offended if I say that about worldly 
business your reverence imderstands just nothing 
at all. The mjgority in the senate have come 
to a conclusion which is prejudicial to the rights 
of the Decemviri. In the mean time the rule 
that the will of the majority is law will obtain 
in this as in all other decrees, and the archon 
will have put it into execution before I could 
impress your logic upon the members of the 
next session, even if I were inchned to under-, 
take such a task at all." 

" Speculative things, like this," said Stilbon, 
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"jdo not depend on the number, but on the wis- 
dom of those who discuss them." 

" Admirable, most reverend sir, — admirable ! 
— ^the wisdom, yes the wisdom is always in the 
right. But now the question is, how are we to 
manage so as to secure that right to it ? we must 
devise some effective means to postpone the exe- 
cution of this decree/* 

" I will at once," replied Stilbon, " send to 
his excellency the archon my book on the anti- 
quities of Latona's temple; for in the chapter 
on the frogs all that can be said on the subject 
is set in the clearest light." 

" The archon," put in one of the deputation, 
"never read anything in his life except the 
Abdera Daily News. This plan will be of no 
use, that I will warrant you." 

" So much the worse ! " rejoined the priest ; 
" what times do we live in if such a statement 
as this can be true — if the chief magistrate 
of our city sets such an example ! But I can 
hardly believe that things are so bad as that." 

" You are too innocent, my reverend friend," 
said the nomophylax. " But we may pass over 
that matter ; it would be well for Abdera if that 
were the worst fault of the archon." 

" I see only one means by which the thing 
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can be done/* said one of the priests, Paci- 
phagus by name. "The venerable college 
of the Decemviri is above the senate ; conse- 
quently " 

" I beg your pardon ! " exclaimed a senator of 
the deputation, " not above the senate, for *' 

" You did not allow me to finish my observa- 
tion," replied the priest, somewhat irritated. 
" The Decemviri are not above the senate in 
matters of justice and state poUcy ; but as all 
matters in which Latona's temple is concerned 
must be heard by the Decemviri, and as, from 
their decision there is no appeal, it follows 
that " 

" They are not above the senate,'' interrupted 
a third, " for the senate does not concern itself 
with the affairs of Latona, and cannot therefore 
come into collision with the Decemviri.'' 

" So much the better for the senate ! " said 
the priest ; "but when the senate does take 
upon itself to decide concerning a matter, which, 
to say the least, trenches very closely on the 
rights of Latona's temple, as seems to be the 
case in the present instance, I see no other 
solution of the difficulty than the calling together 
of the Decemviri." 

" The archon only can do that," said Hypsi- 
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boas, ^'and he naturally will hesitate to take 
such a step/' 

" Not if he be required to do so by the Col- 
lege of the Priests/' 

" I am not of your opinion, my reverend Col- 
league/' interrupted Stilbon ; " it would be he* 
neath the dignity of the Decemviri, and contrary 
to precedent, if we were to assemble that body 
on such ground as the present. It can only be 
convened when some injury is done to reUgion ; 
but where is the injury here ? The senate has 
passed an absurd act — ^that is all. It is bad^ 
but not bad enough. You cannot prove that 
the Decemviri can censure the senate merely foiP 
passing absurd decrees/' 

The priest Pamphagus bit his lips, and whis- 
pered something into the ear of the nomophylax. 
Stilbon, without heeding this, proceeded :— 

" I will at once go to the archon and take him 
my book on the antiquities of Latona's temple ; 
he shall read the chapter about the frogs. It is 
impossible that this can fail to show him the 
absurdity of the decree/' 

"Go, then, and success go with you," said 
the nomophylax. 

The high-priest went away at once, his thick 
book under his arm. 
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'* What a head it is ! " said the priefirt; Pam- 
phagus as soon as his head was turned. 

"He is a very learned man/' observed the 
senator Precephalus, " but—-*" 

*' Learned 1 What do you mean by learned? " 
asked Famphagus. *' Learned in trifles that no 
one on earth cares a fig about." 

" Your reverence no doubt understands that 
matter much better than I, for I know nothing 
about it; but it has always seemed a strange 
thing to me, that a man with the reputation of 
so much erudition should be as simple as a child 
in all matters of business." 

** It is unfortunate for Latona's temple/' said 
another of the priests. 

" And for all the State/' added a third. 

" I am not quite so sure of that/' replied the 
nomophylax, with a sarcastic sneer ; " we must 
take what we can get, and be thankful. But 
it seems to me that you gentlemen are all 
of one opinion — ^that the Decemviri must be 
convened." 

"And the more so," observed one of the 
deputation, "as we are tolerably sure to find 
there a majority against the archon." 

" If we cannot help ourselves in some better 
way, I must be contented," said Hypsiboas, 
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" but could we not do better now that we have 
Latona and her priests on our side P Do not we 
comprise nearly half of the whole body ? We 
were only beaten by a majority of six, and if we 
hold fast together " 

" That we will 1 " cried all the deputation with 
one voice. 

" An idea has struck me, gentlemen," observed 
the nomophylax, " but until I have matured it a 
little I will not develope it. Select two or three 
of your number, and we will talk over the mat- 
ter this evening more fully at my villa. We 
shall hear in the mean time what success the 
high-priest has had with the archon Onocradias." 

" I will wager my head against a melon/' 
said Charix, one of the priests, "that he will 
only make bad worse/' 

" So much the better," replied* the nomophy- 
lax. 



CHAPTER V. 

What passed between the high-priest and the archon.— 
One of the most instructive chapters in all this history* 

Whilb the conversation recorded in the pre- 
ceding chapter was being carried on in the resi- 
dence of the high-priest, this latter had betaken 
himself to the archon, and craved an audience 
on a subject most important to the ai'chon him- 
self. • 

" Oh ! then that must certainly be the frogs/* 
said the senator Meidias, who was with the 
archon at the time, and had just informed him 
how the nomophylax, with all his followers, had 
been seen to go to the temple of Latona. 

" I wish all the frogs were Latona forgive 

me ! " exclaimed the archon ; " now this sancti- 
monious preacher will be fiUing my cars with 
whys and wherefores, till at last I shall not know 
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whether I am standing on my head or my heels. 
Pray help me against this tiresome old pedant/' 

Meidias only laughed at the archon's embar- 
rassment. " Hear all that he has to say, but hold 
fast to your own opinion, and remind him that 
necessity has no law. We cannot be all eaten 
up aUve by the frogs, and if aflGairs are to go on 
as hitherto, the best thing that Latona could do 
would be to change us all into frogs together. 
At all events it can do no harm if your ex- 
cellency gives the priest to understand that 
Jason also has a temple at Abdera, and that 
gods are only gods so far as they do good.*' 

'* Capital ! capital ! ** said the archon ; " I 
only wish I could put the matter to him just as 
you have put it to me. But I will soon collect 
my thoughts. You step into my study there ; 
you will see one or two fine sketches by Parrha- 
sius of some of our ballet-girls — ^by the bye, you 
need not say anything about that to my wife." 

Meidias went into the study, and the priest 
was introduced. 

"I come to your excellency to give you a 
good piece of advice, because I have a high 
opinion of your wisdom, and would willingly 
save you from inconvenience.*' 

" I thank you, most reverend friend, for both : 
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good counsel always finds good reception. What 
is that you oflTer me ? " 

" The senate/' proceeded Stilbon, " has passed, 
as I understand, a very rash decree ' 

" Reverend sir I '* 

" I do not mean to say/' continued the priest, 
" that this has been done knowingly : men err, 
for the most part, simply for want of knowing. 
Here I bring your excellency a book from which 
you may learn all the history and philosophy of 
our frogs. It has cost me much toil and many 
sleepless nights. You will see from these pages 
that the academy, which is a thing of yesterday, 
can have no right to decide a question which is 
as old as the divinity of Latona. Frogs in 
Abdera are quite different things, as we all 
ought to know, from frogs in any other part of 
the world. I'hey belong to Latona, and are 
undying witnesses and living documents of her 
godhead. It is unreasonable to say that there 
can be too many of them, and sacrilege to 
discuss means whereby their number may be 
diminished." 

" Sacrilege, my lord high-priest ? " 

" I should ill deserve to be a priest at all if I 
allowed such things as this to pass in silence ; 
for if we once admit that the number of frogs 
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may be diminished, what is to hinder our less 
pious posterity from rooting them out altogether ? 
As I have already said, your excellency will find 
in this book all that is to be believed on the 
subject. See to it that an abstract be made, 
and that every family be furnished with a copy 
of it. If this be done, then the safest thing 
will be to say no more about the matter at all. 
As to the academy, the whole realm of Nature 
lies open before them ; they may discuss from ele- 
phants to wood-lice, from eagles to mosquitos, 
from whales to tittlebats — everything, in fact, 
except — ^frogs ! '* 

"Reverend sir," answered the archon, 
" Heaven preserve me from inquiring into the 
mysteries of our frogs ! I am archon in order 
to keep everything in Abdera as I found it ; but 
you see we cannot stir for the frogs, and we 
really must get rid of the inconvenience. We 
cannot be worse off than we are — ^that your 
reverence must see as well as I do. Our fore- 
fathers were contented with keeping up the holy 
pool, and if any one chose to have a frog-trench 
of his own — why, he was free to do so. All 
this was reasonable enough, and we should have 
let well alone ; but now that we are in a positive 
danger of being eaten up alive by the frogs, I beg 
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your reverence to be so good as to tell us what 
we are to do, for to me it seems small comfort, 
if one is devoured by frogs, to know that they 
are very uncommon frogs that do it. In one 
word, the academy shall give their opinion, be- 
cause the senate has demanded it of them ; and, 
with all due respect to your reverence, I will not 
read your book. We will have the matter 
settled, once for all, whether the people of 
Abdera are here on account of the frogs, or the 
frogs on account of the people ; for as soon as 
the republic comes in peril through the frogs, it 
becomes at once an affair of state, and the priests 
of Latona have nothing more to do with it, as 
you know perfectly well. Necessity has no law. 
In short, reverend sir, we won't be devoured by 
the frogs. If, however, you should insist on our 
being so — ^which I hope you will not — ^you must 
then pardon me, if I remind you that the temple 
of Latona is not the only one in Abdera ; and 
the golden fleece, the guardianship of which is 
committed to my family by the gods, may, per- 
haps, after all, be potent enough to assist Abdera 
out of all her difficulties. I will not say more — 
only remember, my lord priest, the pitcher goes 
often to the water, but gets broken at last." 
The worthy Stilbon could hardly tell whether 
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he were sleeping or waking when he heard the 
archon, whom he had always regarded as a very 
well-meaning and exemplary governor, express 
himself in a speech so objectionable. He stood 
for a while with his mouth open^ in perfect 
silence, not because he had nothing to say — ^far 
from it — ^but because he had so much to say 
that he really did not know where to begin. 

" I could never have believed it possible," at 
last he began, " that I should Uve to see the day 
when a high-priest of Latona could hear such 
words from an archon of Abdera as I have just 
listened to!" 

The archon, at these words, began to feel a 
little uneasy, for, as he did not rightly know 
what it was that he had said, he was rather 
apprehensive that he might have said more than 
he intended — more, in fact, than was quite 
seemly. He looked with a perplexed eye to- 
wards the study-door, as though he would gladly 
have called Meidias out to help him ; as, how- 
ever, there was an absolute necessity that in 
this case he should help himself, he rubbed his 
forehead, blew his nose, twitched his beard, 
fidgeted, and at last answered the priest with 
the best words he could put together in his 
agitation, — "I really do not know how to 
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understand what you have just said ; you must 
have entirely misunderstood me. You are a very 
learned man, and I have all possible respect for 
you and your office " 

" Then will you read my book ? '* interrupted 
Stilbon. 

" Why, no, not exactly ; but if you think that 
it is absolutely necessary " 

" I press that which is good upon nobody," 
replied the priest at last, with more warmth 
than he was perhaps aware of; "I will leave it 
with you — ^read it or not. The worse will it be 
for you if it be a matter of indifference whether 
you judge rightly or wrongly." 

"My lord priest," rejoined the archop, who 
was beginning to get a little warm too, " you are 
not without a temper, I see. I can easily under* 
stand that you have the frogs very much at 
heart, for it is on their account that you are high- 
priest ; but you must at the same time remem- 
ber that I am archon over Abdera, and not over 
a frog-marsh. In your temple rule as you Uke, 
but let us rule in the senate as seems best to us. 
The academy shall send in their report, that I 
give you my word upon ; but I also assure you 
that before the senate takes any active steps in 
consequence, the report shall be laid before you." 

VOL. II. K 
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The high'priest concealed his dissatisflEictioii at 
the result of his unsuccessful visit as well as he 
could, made his bow, and retired The archon 
had assured him that the rights of Latona's 
temple were as sacred in his eyes as those of the 
senate and the aristocracy of Abdera, and with 
this assurance he was obliged to be content. It 
was something that he parted on polite terms at 
least. 

'* ITicre ! that has put me rather in a heat/' 
said the archon to the senator Meidias, wiping 
his forehead with his handkerchief. 

" You have behaved yourself most resolutely/' 
said the senator* '^ The priest will be as mis* 
chievous as he can, only he is fighting with 
a wofjden sword. You have only to refuse all 
attention trj his distinctions and syllogisms, and 
he is beaten at once, and does not know where 
he is." 

" Yes, unless he has the nomophylax behind 
his back. I wish I had not compromised myself 
quite so far. ]Jut what a proposition that I 
should read the thick book that the erudite old 
dotard has more than half blinded himself with 
writing 1 — who could listen patiently to such a 
notion ? " 

" Do not trouble yourself about that or any- 
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thing else. We have the academy with us, and 
in a few days all the laughers in Abdcra will be 
on our side. I will scatter songs and poems 
among the people ; Silex, the ballad-maker, shall 
weave the Lycian frog-peasants into a rhyme 
which shall split the sides of the people with 
laughter. We must make those gentlemen ridi- 
culous virith their frogs;— it must bo neatly 
done, but we must have stroke upon stroke, 
ballad on ballad, and you will soon sec how my 
remedy will act." 

" I heartily wish it,*' said thearchon. " You 
can hardly imdcrstand what mischief these 
wretched frogs have done this summer in my 
garden — I can no longer put up with the annoy- 
ance. We only want now a dry year, and then 
we shall have an army of field-mice and moles 
for our further comfort." 

" First let us get rid of the frogs ; as to the 
mice and moles, it will be time enough to take 
measures about them when they are really 
come." 

" But what the plague," said the archon, " am 
I to do with his thick book ? — siftely you would 
not advise me to read it." 

" Jason and Medea forbid I Let your Excel- 
lency give it to me, and I will take it to my 
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cousin Korax, who will no doubt draw up the 
resolution of the academy. He will make good 
use of it, m be bound for that." 

'' There may be a great deal of good matter 
in it/' said the archon. 

" If it be good for nothing else," answered the 
senator, *' we will make it into powder, and give 
it to the rats which, as your Excellency says, are 
coming. I dare say it will make excellent rats^ 
bane." 



CHAPTER VI. 

What the high-priest Stilbon did when he reached home. 

The first thing that the high-priest did, on 
arriving at his cell, was to sit down before 
his work on the antiquities of Latona's temple, 
with the intention of reperusing with great care 
the chapter on the frogs, which was the longest 
in the book, and certainly, as at least he flattered 
himself, the best ; and this he intended to do 
with all the impartiaUty of a judge who had no 
other interest in the thing than the discovery of 
truth. For, however confident he was of the 
result of his examination, he yet held it reason- 
able and necessary that he should again go over 
his whole system and arguments, so as to prove 
them once more from point to point, that, after 
this new, accurate, and sharp inquiry, he might 
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the better be able to defend his theory against 
the mistaken views and fashionable philosophy 
of his time. 

Poor Stilbon ! If thou wert, as I would 
rather believe than not, an honest man, what a 
deceitful thing had thy reason become! and 
what a slippery misleading serpent is that great 
enchantress, self-love ! 

Stilbon read through his chapter on the frogs 
with all the impartiality of which he was ca- 
pable ; proved every fact, every evidence, every 
syllogism, with the cool deliberation of an Arce- 
silaus ; and concluded that men must either lay 
aside all pretension to common sense, or admit 
the truth of his system. " You say that cannot 
possibly be; pardon me, it can very possibly 
be, for it has happened, and still happens almost 
every day/' 

Nothing was more natural. The good man 
loved his system as well as his own flesh and 
blood. He had generated it himself — ^it was 
both wife and child to him, and far dearer than 
all those worldly luxuries, honours, and joys, 
which he by his entrance into Latona's temple 
had renounced for ever. In truth, it was to him 
beyond all other enjoyments. 

As he seated himself to prove once more the 
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flccnracjr of his system, he was eqaaDy convinced 
of its troth and beauty as he was of his own 
existence. It came just as naturally to him as 
if he had been examining, with all the composure 
in the world, whether the snow on the summit 
of Haemus was white or black. 

** That the Milesian peasants who forbade the 
thirsty Latona to drink from their pod, were 
changed into frogs, is a fact/' said he ; '' that a 
number of these frogs, as tradition has described, 
were removed and placed in the pond situated 
in the grove of Latona in Abdera, is a fact also. 
Both facts are pounded on that whereon all his- 
torical truth is grounded, human belief in human 
testimony ; and as long as Abdera has existed no 
reasonable man has ever dared to call in question 
the universal beUef of the Abderites in these 
facts, because he who should deny them would 
be obliged to prove their impossibility; and 
what man living can do that ? But whether the 
frogs which at the present time are found in the 
sacred ponds are precisely the same as those 
which, having been men, Latona, or, what is the 
same thing, Jupiter at Latona's request, had 
changed into frogs,— on this point there are 
several opinions. Our learned men have most 
of them maintained that the support of the 
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sacred ponds is a mere institution of our ances- 
tors, who had decreed that frogs should be kept 
therein, as a remembrance, or as a symbol of the 
power, of our tutelary goddess. The common 
people have always believed in the frogs, and 
spoken of them as if they were the identical 
ones produced by the well-known miracle. And 
I, StUlion, by the grace of Jupiter and Latona 
high-priest of Abdera, have, after mature consi- 
deration, concluded that this belief of the people 
is supported by irrefragable evidence ; and here 
is my demonstration.'* 

The condescending reader would find himself 
probably but poorly edified were we to give him 
the detailed argument as propounded in the 
aforesaid book of the high-priest StUbon, espe- 
cially as we are all as fully persuaded of its 
groundlessness as the honest Stilbon was of its 
truth. We shall therefore content ourselves 
with remarking that the whole system hinged 
upon an hypothesis common enough now, but, 
then, and at Abdera, new, and which Stilbon 
believed he had originated himself, viz. that all 
generation consisted in the development of 
original germs. 

Stilbon found this discovery so glorious, and 
supported it on so many moral and logical 
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grounds (physical research was not his forte), 
that day by day it appeared to him more mi- 
answerable. At length he believed that he had 
brought it to the highest point of probability. 
Now, as from this to certainty is only one point, 
what wonder was it that an hypothesis so reason- 
able, so subtle, so probable, and which, moreover, 
he had originated himself, worked out with so 
much labour, and brought into a close and neces- 
sary connection with all his other ideas, and then 
had made the basis of a new and philosophical 
theory on the frogs of Latona, should at last 
appear to him as certain, obvious, and irrefut- 
able, as any proposition in Euclid ? 

" When the Milesian peasants were changed," 
said Stilbon, " they contained within themselves 
the germs of all peasants or non-peasants who 
might have proceeded from them to this day, or 
even to the end of time, in the ordinary course of 
nature. Now, at the moment when the aforesaid 
Milesian peasants became frogs, these germs must 
have been changed from human germs into frog- 
germs ; for," said he, " either these germs must 
have been annihilated, or they must have re- 
mained as they were, or they must have ranified, 
or, in other words, frog-i-fied. The first suppo- 
sition is imtenable, for it is as impossible for 
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iiotliing to proceed from something as for any- 
thing to proceed out of nothing; the second 
liypothcsis is equally unsound, for in that case 
the Milosmn dpOpoDirofidrpaxoi,, or men-frogs, have 
been continually the parents of real men, which 
is not only contrary to the facts of history, but 
is in all ways unreasonable. There remains, 
therefore, only the third doctrine, that these 
germs were ranified, that is, changed into frog- 
germs ; and we may, therefore, with perfect 
accuracy state, that the frogs which at that time 
were found in the holy pool, and all those whose 
descent can be fairly traced to these, and conse- 
quently the frogs in Abdera now in question, are 
certainly the same as those metamorphosed by 
Latona, inasmuch as they existed in their germs 
in the miraculously-changed peasants, and, by 
one and the same act of divine power, were 
changed with them/' 

Taking these principles, then, as proved, the 
consequences which followed from them were as 
clear as daylight. "Just as an oak struck by 
lightning," said Stilbon, *' is regarded as a sacred 
thing, and henceforth belonging and consecrated 
to Jove the Thunderer, and is looked upon with 
shuddering awe, so ought we to contemplate 
the frogs which have been so changed from men 
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by Jupiter or Latona, even to the thousandth or 
ten-thousandth d^M^ent — ^to consider them as a 
race apart, standmg between firogs and men as a 
wonderful creation of Latona, and as such to be 
treated and honoured. Outwardly, indeed, they 
are firogs just as others, and yet they are not so, 
for by birth and nature they were men, and aQ 
that birth and nature gives must be of^an in- 
delible character* Hence they are not so much 
to be looked on as frogs as to be regarded in the 
light of firog-men, and, in a certain sense, of our 
own species — our brethren, but our unhappy 
brethren, marked, as a warning to us, with the 
unmistakable stamp of the divine wrath, and 
therefore deserving of our tenderest pity." Nor 
did he stop here : " Not only is our pity due to 
them, but our reverence also, for they are endur- 
ing and undeniable evidences of the power of 
our goddess, — evidences which no man may 
attack without attacking the goddess herself; 
for their preservation through so many centuries 
is a proof that she has willed that they should 
be preserved." 

The good high-priest, a man whom our readers 
may perhaps look upon as wholly contemptible, 
but who would not so appear to them if they 
could place themselves in his exact position, had 
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spent the whole evening in reading over and 
over his chapter on the frogs, reflecting seriously 
upon it, and emdeavouring to strengthen his 
system on the firmest ground. So deeply had 
he meditated that his senses were perfectly 
bewildered, and he had entirely forgotten that 
the nomophylax had requested information of 
his reception by the archon, and that he had 
promised to give it ; nor did it at all occur to 
his mind till in the twilight he heard his cell- 
door open, and the nomophylax, in his own per- 
son, stood before him. 

*' I have nothing very consoling to repeat to 
you," said Stilbon. "We are even in worse 
hands than I had foreseen. The archon refused 
to read my book, perhaps because he cannot 
read at all." 

" I would not be too sure of that," replied 
Hypsiboas. ♦ 

" And he spoke in such a tone as could never 
have been expected from the head of the repub- 
lic." 

"And what did he say?" 

" I thank Heaven that I have forgotten the 
greater part of what he did say. He maintained 
that the academy must give its opinion " 

^That we must agree to," struck in the 
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nomophylax, "and the Anti-froggites will perhaps 
find more opposition than they look for. But 
lest they should accuse us of -going to work 
violently before we had tried milder means, the 
minority is resolved to make without delay a 
writt^ representation to the senate, in case 
Latona's clergy are disposed to make common 
cause with us.'* * 

"WiUingly," said Stilbon; ''I will at once ^ 
draw up the document myself. I will als o " 

" In the first place," replied the nomophylax, 
" a short memorial which I have already, sub ape 
rati etgrati, sketched out, will be sufficient. We 
must reserve so learned a pen as yours for the 
last resource." 

The high-priest allowed his plans to be over- 
ruled, but nevertheless thought he would get 
something done previously; so he set himself 
to compose during the night *a small tractate, 
wherein he placed his system of the frogs in an 
entirely new hght, and in a much more elegant 
manner than it appeared in his book on the 
antiquities of Latona's temple, and refuted, as 
he went on, all objections which the philosopher 
Korax might possibly raise. " Foreseen arrows 
are so much the less hurtful," said he to him- 
self. " I will make the argument so intelligible 
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that it shall be plain to the meanest capacity. 
It must indeed be a sad day for all that is good 
and right, if truth has lost her power over the 
human understanding exactly in this particular 
case.'* 



CHAPTER VII. 

Extracts from the opinioD of the academy. — A word 
concerning the intentions of Korax thereupon, with 
an apology in which Stilbon and Korax may equally 
share. 

DuEiNO the progress of all these movements on 
the part of the minority of the senate and La- 
tona's priests, the academy had received an order 
to lay before the senate, within the space of 
seven days, an opinion as to what reasonable 
means could be adopted (savmg the rights of 
Latona) to diminish the enormous and increas* 
ing number of frogs. 

The academy did not fail to assemble on the 
following maming, and as the Anti-froggites 
formed a considerable majority, it was imani* 
mously resolved that the ** opinion '' should be 
drawn up by Korax, a special caution being 
given him by the president, not by any objec- 
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tionable treatment of the subject to involve the 
academy in a dispute with the priests of La- 
tona. 

Korax promised to exercise all his wisdom so 
as to express the truth in the most inoffensive 
manner possible; "but to the impossible/* he 
continued, *' as the honourable gentlemen knew, 
no one could be bound/' 

"Quite right/' replied the president; "my 
suggestion merely went as far as possibility/* 

" That is what I always say/' reiterated Korax. 

"Into what a paradoxical position is an 
honourable man thrown, if he has the misfortune 
of being an Abderite!" said Korax to him- 
self, while preparing to place on paper the 
opinion required. " In what other city on earth 
would such a question have been intruded upon 
an academy of sciences ? But it is well that the 
senate has so much understanding as to ask the 
academy at all ; there are States where even so 
much wisdom as this would not be found, and 
we must confess that the Abderites sometimes, 
in their marvellous simplicity, hit upon a good 
expedient/' 

Korax sat at his writing-desk, and worked 
with so much zeal that he was prepared before 
sunset with the opinion. 
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As we have given a sufficiently detailed account 
of the system which the high-priest Stilbon had 
constracted, that impartiality which it is the 
first duty of an historian to practise requires of 
us that we should give at least as much of the 
academical opinion as may be necessary for 
the complete understanding of this remarkable 
history. 

"The high senate," said the preface to the 
opinion, "in its honourable decree directed to 
the academy lays before that body the represent 
tation, that the frog-population in Abdera ex- 
ceeds the human population in an enormous and 
immeasurable proportion, and thereby spares 
the academy the unpleasant task of proving 
what, as a universally-known fact, lies before the 
eyes of every observer. It therefore claims the 
consideration of the academy, while it endea- 
vours, under these circumstances, to devise a 
remedy whereby this disorder and nuisance may 
be removed or alleviated. 

" But the frogs in Abdera, as a very long es- 
tablished institution connected with the faith of 
our forefathers, have acquired rights, to disturb 
them in which would seem to many dangerous, 
and to some absolutely criminal. Since, then, by 
the nature of the case, the only available means 
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which might be suggested by the academy for 
the advantage of the commonwealth, would 
seem like an open attack on the Abderite 
religion, by assaihng the real or pretended rights 
of the Abderite frogs, it will be serviceable, 
and indeed indispensable, to lay before the 
senate an examination into the actual condition 
of the aforesaid frogs. 

" The academy begs also the close attention 
of the right honourable members of the senate 
to this theoretical portion of its most respectful 
and submissive opinion, as the happy result of a 
discussion so deeply interesting to the whole 
conmiunity depends mainly on the correct views 
taken of the preUminary question, whether, and 
how far, the frogs of Abdera are to be con- 
sidered in the light of mere frogs, or otherwise.'* 

This examination occupied more than two- 
thirds of the whole opinion. 

The sly philosopher, mindful of what he had 
promised to the far-sighted president, related the 
transformation of the Milesian peasants only by 
the way, and with all that respect which is due 
to an old popular tradition. He considered it, 
with reference to the book of the high-priest on 
the antiquities of Latona's temple, as a thing no 
more to be doubted than the transformation 



WHAT IS CREDIBLE? 211 

of a Narcissus into a flower, or a Cygnus into 
a swan, or a Daphne into a laurel, or any 
other transformation which rests on such strong 
ground ; for if it were not inadmissible or unbe- 
coming to doubt such venerable legends, it was 
at least unwise. On one side it was impossible, 
to invalidate its authenticity, through historical 
testimony, and on the other no naturalist in the 
world was in a position to prove its absolute im* 
possibiUty ; and thus every wise man would the 
more willingly abstain from expressing a doubt, 
inasmuch as there was nothing more to say 
against it than the common-place observations, 
" It is incredible," " It is against tEe course of 
nature," and similar phrases which would occur 
to the shallowest minds. He looked upon the 
transformation of the Milesian peasant into a 
frog as a matter resting on its own evidence, 
but asserted that its truth or falsehood had 
really nothing to do with the question of the 
senate. There was probably no one who would 
deny that this Milesian frog-man had been dead 
and out of the way for at least two thousand 
years; and even if it were allowed that the 
Abderite frogs traced their descent from the 
same, this only proved that, from time imme- 
morial, from father to son, they had been 
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true and genuine frogs; for, from the time that 
the Milesian peasants had been frogified they 
had ceased to be men, and consequently from 
that moment forward could have had no power 
to continue any other race than that which was 
now become their own, i. e. true and genuine 
frogs. In a word, frogs were frogs; and the 
circumstance that their early primogeniture had 
been transmuted from Milesian peasants mili- 
tated just as little against their present froggish 
nature as the fact that a beggar whose ancestors 
for two-and-thirty descents had been bom beg- 
gars cotild ultimately trace his lineage to Ninus 
or Semiramis, would entitle him to claim the 
station and respect due to a prince. The sup- 
porters of the CQutrary opinion seemed to be so 
far convinced of this truth themselves, that they 
grounded their views of the higher nature of the 
Abderite frogs on a theory wliich needed no 
other refutation than to be fairly expressed. 

The penetrating reader — and it is understood 
that a work like this can have no other — will 
immediately, without our reminding him, have 
remarked that Korax, by this introduction, came 
upon the system of the high-priest StUbon con- 
cerning the occult germs, and which it was 
necessary for him, before he could venture on 
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any explanation of his plan for reducing the 
number of frogs, to succeed in either refuting 
or rendering contemptible. Now, as of these 
two methods the last was at the same time the 
most convenient, and most suitable to the capa- 
cities of the high and wise dignitaries with 
whom he had to do, Korax satisfied himself, 
through a comical account of the indefinite little- 
ness of pretended germs, to show the unreason- 
able character of the hypothesis. 

" We will,'" said he, " not to fatigue the atten- 
tion of the senate with unnecessary calculations, 
assume that the son of the biggest and fattest of 
the frog-changed peasants had, in this imaginary 
germ-state, the relation in point of magnitude 
to his father, of one to ten millions. We will 
assume this for the sake of round numbers, 
although it might be proved, without much 
trouble, that the germ would be at least ten 
times smaller than I have supposed. Now there 
must be in this germ, according to the priest 
Stilbon's view of the case, the germ of the next 
descendant, and in this that of the following, 
and so on to the ten-thousandth ; and in each 
case the germ must be ten miUion times smaller 
than in the foregoing. Let us now suppose 
that we have only the thirtieth generation of 
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frogs, and we shall see that the germ of such a 
one, at the time of the change of his ancestor, 
must have been so many million times smaller 
than a cheese-mite ; that, if the right honourable 
senate of Abdera would set the quickest writer 
they could find to set down the sum which 
would express this proportion, he would not 
have finished his task in less than two hundred 
years, and the whole realm of this excellent 
repubhc would scarcely find room for the paper 
which should contain the calculation. The 
academy leaves to the consideration of the senate 
whether the minutest of all minute animals be 
minute enough to give any idea of the unspeak* 
able littleness of the germ, and whether it is not 
possible that some human and pardonable in- 
firmity on the part of the most reverend high* 
priest may have clouded for a time his intellect 
when he invented the before-named hypothesis, 
an hypothesis which, after all, gives but a feeble 
support to the sacredness of the Abderite frogs. 
" The academy has used its best endeavours 
not to tax too greatly the imagination of the 
senate. But when we come to consider how 
short the natural life of a frog is, and that the 
present generation must be at least the fifteen- 
hundreth from that into which the Milesian pea* 
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sants were changed, it will be evident thiat the 
theory of the most reverend high-priest must 
before now be lost in an abyss of littleness such 
as is really frightful to contemplate. ' Nature 
is/ as the celebrated inscription at Lais declares, 
' aU that is, all that has been, and all that shall 
be; and no mortal has hitherto lifted up her 
veil/ The academy, deeply impressed with the 
importance of this great truth, is far from de^ 
sirous of making any unwarrantable inquiry 
into mysteries which must and will remain ever 
inexphcable. We consider that it would be in vain 
to attempt to learn more of the mode of exist- 
ence of oi^anized beings than the external 
senses reveal to an attentive observer; and if 
we hold it allowable for the natural curiosity of 
the human mind to support By hypotheses its 
desire of comprehending all things, we do at 
the same time consider those the most laudable 
which hold that by the hidden powers of Nature 
the germs of organized bodies are developed ex- 
actly when Nature herself has most need of 
them. According to this mode of explanation 
the germ of each now living and croaking crea* 
ture, in all the marshes and frog-ditches in 
Abdera, is no older than the period of its imme- 
diate generation, and it has no other connection 
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with those who Kved and croaked at the time of 
the Trojan war, from whom it has nevertheless 
descended m a right line, than that it is the pro- 
duction of the same Nature, brought forth in 
the same way, endued with the same quaUties, 
and created with the same intention." 

The philosopher Korax, after these copious 
elucidations, came at last to the following con- 
clusions : — ^That the Abderite frogs were just as 
true, natural, and genuine frogs, as any other in 
the world ; and that the peculiar privileges which 
they enjoyed in that city did not depend upon 
any pecuharity in their nature, or on any eflEect 
produced by the change of men into frogs, but 
only on a popular beUef which, to the great detri* 
ment of the republic, had been too long allowed to 
remain unexamined. Favoured by this notion,the 
imagination of some persons, and the self-seeking 
of others, had made out of those frogs a kind of 
nuisance, the like of which, out of Egypt, the 
whole world could not exhibit. 

*'The antiquities of Abdera," he proceeded, 
"lie, notwithstanding all the light which the 
venerable and learned Stilbon has so abundantly 
shed over them, like the antiquities of all other 
cities in the world, — ^in that mist of impene- 
trability which leaves the curious inquirer about 
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their truth without any hope of ever seeing his 
desire satisfied. 

" But what need have we to know more than 
we know ah*eady ? What to us is the origin of 
Latona's temple and its holy frog-ponds? and 
what if we knew its whole history? Would 
Latona be more or less a goddess, her temple 
more or less a temple, and her frog-ponds more 
or less frog-ponds ? 

'^ Latona must and shall be worshipped in 
her very ancient temple, and her frogs must 
and shall be kept up in their holy ponds with 
due reverence. Both these things were insti- 
tuted by om* earliest forefathers ; both are hon- 
ourable for their antiquity, both are strengthened 
by the custom of many centuries, sanctified by 
the laws of our republic, which has confided 
the care of them to colleges duly instituted for 
that purpose. 

"But if Latona, or Jupiter for the sake of 
Latona, did change the Milesian peasants into 
frogs, does it follow that all the frogs of Latona 
are sacred and entitled to all the sacerdotal 
privileges of personal inviolability ? And if our 
wise ancestors thought it well to hand down 
these wonders to perpetual remembrance by 
maintaining a small frog-pond within the circum* 

VOL. II. L 
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ference of Latona's temple, does it therefore 
follow that all Abdera must be chaDged into a 
frog-pool ? The academy well knows the esteem 
in which certain opinions and feelings among 
the people are to be held ; but the superstitions 
in which they are fond of indulging cannot be 
respected when overstepping reasonable boun- 
daries. Frogs may be held in honour, but to 
sacrifice men to frogs is unreasonable. The 
design with which the Abderites our forefathers 
established the sacred trenches, would be accom- 
plished by the retention of a single frog, though, 
even if a whole pondfyl were preserved in one 
place, still, by the curtailment of their numbers 
elsewhere, Abdera would not be the less flou- 
rishing, powerful, or happy. 

" But the singular proposition, that we cannot 
have too many frogs and frog-moats, has brotfght 
us to such a condition that now no other choice 
remains to us, but either to disburden ourselves 
immediately of the over-load, or to repair bare- 
headed and bare-footed to Latona's temple, and 
with earnest entreaties remain near the shrine of 
the goddess till she repeats her ancient miracle, 
and changes us, as many as remain of us, into 
frogs too. 

"The academy most reverentially submits 
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to the wisdom and patriotism of the I'ight 
honourable senate, that it would be casting a 
reflection upon their statesmanship, could the 
academy doubt for a moment that the means of 
relieving the people from their present evils will 
be immediately adopted ; this means has all the 
conditions required by the senate, it goes direct 
to the point, is immediate in its operation, is not 
attended with any expense, but will be rather 
an economy, and neither Latona nor her clergy 
will have any right to resent it/' 

And now let the friendly reader guess 
what this might be : it was, without (Jwell- 
ing long upon conjecture, the most simple 
in the world. It has always been adopted 
without any objection in France, and indeed 
throughout Christendom ; but yet, when pro- 
posed in Abdera, the hair of half the senators 
stood on end. In one word, the means pro- 
posed to the Abderites in order to release them- 
selves from the supemumerar}^ frogs, was — to 
eat them ! 

The proposer of this measure affirmed that 
on his journey to Athens and Megara, in 
Corinth, in Arcadia, and a hundred other places, 
he found that the legs of frogs were commonly 
eaten, and that he had actually eaten them 

l2 
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himself. He protested that they were whole- 
some, nutritious, and pleasant food, whethw 
eaten baked, salted, or boiled, fricasseed, or 
brought to table in small patties. 

He calculated that by this means the frog 
population in a short time would be reduced to 
very moderate dimensions, and the labouring 
and middle classes would find in their times of 
famine no small relief from this new kind of 
eatable ; and, although the number would thus 
from day to day be diminished, their departure 
would be compensated in the destruction of a 
thousand frog-moats turned to other and more 
productive purposes, by which the said ground, 
forming at least a fourth part of Abdera, would 
be properly cultivated, to the great advantage of 
the inhabitants. 

The academy, he added, had viewed the*aflFair 
from all possible points, and could not perceive 
how, on the part of Latona and her priests, any 
objection could arise. So far as the goddess 
herself was concerned, she must feel much 
injured through the bare suspicion that the 
frogs were to her more agreeable than the well- 
being of the Abderites themselves. From the 
priests it was to be expected that they were 
far too good citizens and patriots to reject 
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a proposal so well calculated to remove one 
of the greatest evils of Abdera by turning a 
matter of great inconvenience into one of great 
utility. But it was only reasonable that they, 
through their good feelings towards the republic, 
should not be themselves injured ; the academy 
therefore proposed not only that the inviolable- 
ness of the ancient frog-trenches of the temple 
should be guaranteed, but that, from the moment 
the legs of frogs should be recognized as lawful 
food, a tax of two or three oboli on every quart of 
them should be paid to Latona's temple, — a levy 
which, at a moderate calculation, would in a 
short time produce from thirty to forty thousand 
drachmas, to the great advantage of the tem- 
ple, which would in every respect be held free 
from injury. 

M length the philosopher Korax concluded 
his " opinion '' with the following remarkable 
words : — '* The academy believes that, through 
the proposal of this plan, so imperatively called 
for and yet so generally useful, it has accom- 
plished the task imposed on it ; it is at ease 
with regard to the result, inasmuch as it is only 
so far concerned in it as the rest of the people 
of Abdera. But as it is convinced that the 
frog-worshippers may set themselves in opposi- 
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tion to the fulfilment of this plan, so it ventures 
to express a hope that the fathers of the republic 
will not allow so ridiculous a sect to gain the 
upper hand, and, before the eyes of the Greeks 
and barbarians, stain the name of the Abderite 
republic with a disgrace which no lapse of time 
will ever be able to efface/' 

The writer of this work confesses that, in the 
present state of European opinion about frogs, 
we are hardly qualified to give an impartial 
judgment. As to Korax, whatever may be said 
about his morality, it is quite certain that his 
passions were as much concerned in the contro- 
versy as those of Stilbon; and he was a, great 
deal too anxious to increase the number of his 
followers to escape the suspicion that the vanity 
of becoming the head of a party had, at all 
events, as much to do with his zeal as the love 
of truth. Perhaps, also, the desire of obtaining 
a victory over Stilbon, and of securing a dis- 
tinguished place in the annals of the republic, 
was not without influence in the mind of the 
philosopher. But that all his proceedings were 
dictated by mere greediness, we hold to be a ca- 
lumny of idle, self-interested, and ill-conditioned 
people, of whom, in such circumstances, and espe- 
cially in small republics, there is never any lack. 
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Korax had taken measures that his opinion 
should be unanimously approved at the second 
meeting of the academy, for the president and 
two or three honorary members, who were not 
quite prepared to agree with him, had actually 
taken a journey out of the country. 



CHAPTER VIII. 

The opinion is read in the senate, and after seyeral 
weighty debates, it is resolved that it be communicated 
to the clergy of the temple of Latona. 

The opinion was within the prescribed time 
handed to the archon, and at the next sitting of 
the senate was read, ore rotundo, by the town- 
clerk Pyrops, a declared opponent of the frog 
theory, and with unusual attention to all his 
stops. 

The minority had nevertheless made great 
interest with the academy to delay the execution 
of the plan, and in an extraordinary session had 
secured a majority in questioning whether the 
recommendation of the academy ought to be 
carried out without the sanction of the college 
of the Ten. 

Onocradias had also taken time to consider 
this proposition, but, notwithstanding the daily 
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solicitations of the opposite party, he had hitherto 
deferred to reply, as he knew that the opinion 
would be ready for t)ienext ordinary day of sitting. 
The nomophylax Hypsiboas, and his party, also 
found themselves not a little offended when, after 
the usual business was finished, the archon drew 
out a great roll from under his mantle, and in- 
formed the senate that this was the opinion of 
the academy, which, in consequence of a decree 
passed at the last meeting of the senate, they 
had been commanded to furnish with respect to 
the troublesome affair of the frogs. 

They all rose impetuously at once, accused 
the archon of having gone cunningly to work, 
and declared that they would not consent to the 
reading of the opinion. 

Onocradias, who, amongst other little failings, 
was always warm when he should be cool, and 
cool when he should be warm, had intended to 
give a very vehement answer, if the counsellor 
Meidias had not entreated him to be quiet till 
the gentlemen had left off. " When this is all 
done," he whispered, "they will have nothing 
more to say, and then they must cease " — which 
was exactly what took place. 

The gentlemen quarrelled, bullied, and gesti- 

L 8 
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culated, until they were tired, but at last, observ- 
ing that no one attended to them, they sat down 
again, growUng, wiped the perspiration from 
their foreheads, and the opinicHi was read. We 
know the temper of the Abderites, turning so 
quickly from tragedy to comedy, and losing 
sight of the gravest side of a question on the 
smallest occasion for laughter. Scarcely was a 
third part of the opinion read when their gay 
humour displayed itself. 

" That I call proof," said one of the senators 
to his neighbour as Pyrops ceased reading for 
a moment to take a pinch of snuff. 

" We must confess/' said another, " that the 
thing is written in a masterly style."' 

" I should like to see,^' said a third, " what 
could be said against the argument that frogs 
are in fact only frogs." 

" I have long remarked as much/"^ observed a 
fourth, with a sly wink, *' but it is very agreeable 
to have the opinion of learned men coincide with 
our own." 

"Proceed, Mr. Town-clerk," said Meidias, 
" for the end must surely soon come." 

Pyrops continued to read aloud. The senators 
laughed till their sides ach^ed over the calcula- 
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tion of the smallest of genns of the priest Stil- 
bon ; but they became serious once more when 
the sorrowful alternative was proposed, and 
thought what a pity it would be if they all in 
company, with the reigning archon at their 
head, should approach Latona's temple and 
devoutly pray as a special favour to be changed 
into frogs. 

They thought of the thick necks, and gasped 
for breath at the bare idea as to how such a 
catastrophe should be met, and from the bottom 
of their hearts were willing to decide that any 
expedient must be good by which such a misfor- 
tune could be avoided. But as the secret came 
fairly out, — ^when they heard that the academy 
had no other means to propose than that the 
frogs, which but a moment before they would 
have been but too glad to be rid of at any 
price — should be eaten, what tongue can ex- 
press the mixture of astonishment, vexation, 
terror, and disappointed expectation, which dis- 
played itself in the countenances of the old 
counsellors, who made up at least one-half of 
the body 1 

At once, being overcome by the invincible 
power of prejudice, they all rose in terror, 
declaring that they wished to hear ' nothing 
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further, and that they could not have expected 
such ungodliness in the academy. 

" But you hear that we are only to eat com- 
mon, natural frogs," exclaimed the counsellor 
Meidias ; " do we not eat pea-fowls, pigeons, and 
geese, notwithstanding that they are sacred to 
Juno, Venus, and other divinities? Do we 
beUeve that beef is any the worse because the 
nymph lo was changed into a cow, or have the 
smallest hesitation in eating all kinds of fish, 
though they are under the protection of all the 
water-gods ?"' 

"But the matter before us concerns neither 
geese nor fish, but fr6gs,'' roared out the coun- 
sellors and guildmasters all at the same moment, 
" which is quite another thing. Just gods ! eat 
the frogs of Latona ! — how could such an idea 
occur to any man of sound mind? " 

" But you take the matter in a wrong light," 
shouted the counsellor Stentor ; " would you Uke 
to be taken for frog- worshippers ? " 

"Better frog-worshippers than frog-eaters," 
replied the nomophylax, who could not resist 
the temptation at this lucky moment to place 
himself at the head of party on whose shoulders 
he thought it just possible that he might be 
lifted to the archonship. 
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"better anything in the world than frog- 
eaters!'' screamed the minority, echoed by a 
few grey-bearded guildmasters, whom they had 
added to their adherents. 

"Gentlemen/' said the archon Onocradias, 
rising with some warmth from his ivory chair, 
as the frog-worshippers shouted so loudly around 
him that he began to entertain fears for his 
hearing, — "gentlemen, an opinion of the aca- 
demy is not a decree of the State. Do sit still, 
and hear reason, if you can. I hope there is no 
one here who imagines that I particularly care 
about eating frogs, but yet I see no reason why 
I should allow them to eat me. The academy, 
which is composed of the most learned men in 
Abdera, must certainly know what they mean 
when " 

" Not always," murmured Meidias, under his 
breath. 

"And as it concerns the common welfare, 
and it is not reasonable that frogs should — ^that 
is, that men should be sacrificed to frogs, as the 
academy has very well expressed it — so it is 
my opinion that the * opinion ' should be com- 
municated without further delay to the most 
reverend priesthood of Latona. If any among 
you can point out a better mode of proceeding. 
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I will be the first to support it. For my pwi;, I 
have nothing to say against the frogs, except 
that they are mischievous to the State." 

As the proposal of the archon was just what 
both parties must at last accede to, the communi- 
cation of the " opinion " was unanimously agreed 
upon ; but, alas ! quietness was not restored in 
the senate, and from that hour forward the poor 
State of Abdera found its citizens divided, only 
under another name, once more into Asses and 
Shadows. 



CHAPTER IX. 

The Ligh-priest Stilbon writes a very thick book against 
the academy. — Nobody reads the same, and, for a 
while, everything remains in statu quo. 

Everybody expected that the high -priest 
would pour out the vials of his wrath upon the 
academy and its judgment — fire and flame was 
the least they looked for — and it certainly did 
call forth a good deal of astonishment that^ 
according to appearances, he treated the whole 
matter as though there had never been any 
controversy at all. 

"What poor heads!" said he, shaking his 
own, whilst he hastily read over the resolution ; 
" nevertheless, I should think they must have 
read my book on the antiquities, in which all is 
so clearly laid down. It is incomprehensible 
how any one with fine sound sense can be so 
stupid, but I will thoroughly open their under- 
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standings; I will write another book — a book 
that all the academies in the world may condemn 
if they can." 

And the high-priest sat down and wrote a 
book three times as thick as the first, which the 
archon Onocradias had refused to read ; and he 
proved therein that the author of the "opinion" 
had not even common sense ; that he was an ig- 
noramus who had never learned that nothing was 
great and nothing was small in Nature; that 
matter itself was infinitely divisible ; and that an 
endless diminution of the germ, even were it 
carried ten times further than Korax, in his 
laughably exaggerated calculation, had exhibited 
it, really proved nothing at all against its pos- 
sibility. He supported the foundation of his 
system of the Abderitan frogs by new reasons, 
and answered with great accuracy and profuse- 
ness all possible objections made against it. His 
imagination and his anger became inflamed as 
he wrote, and unconsciously he gave vent to bit- 
ter sarcasms against his opponents, accused them 
of intentional misrepresentations and deep- 
rooted hatred of the truth, and gave them dis- 
tinctly enough to understand that such men in 
a well-regulated city were not to be endured. 

The senate of Abdera was terrified when the 
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archoD, after some months (before which time 
Stilbon, although he wrote day and night, had 
not completed his book), brought the refutation 
of the high-priest before the council ; it was so 
voluminous that it required two of the strongest 
porters in the city to carry it in a wheelbarrow 
to the great council table whereon it was laid. 
The honourable gentlemen soon decided that 
there was no possibility of reading so very 
circumstantial a detail. 

It was consequently, by a great majority of 
votes, agreed to send the work, immediately to 
the philosopher Korax, with a commission that 
what could be found to object to in the book he 
should put in writing and report thereon, as 
soon as possible, to the reigning archon. 

Korax stood amongst a crowd of conceited 
Abderitan youths in the hall of his house, as the 
porters with their learned burden arrived ; when 
he heard from the council messengers what was 
to be done, so boisterous a shout of laughter 
resounded throughout the assembly that it was 
actually heard in the senate, some three or four 
streets distant. 

" The priest Stilbon is a sly genius," said Ko- 
rax. " He has seized the most infallible expedient 
not to be overcome; but he will find himself 
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mistaken. We will show him how to refute a 
book without reading it." 

" Where shall we unload?'' asked the porters, 
who had already been waiting a long time with 
their barrow, and understood nothing of all the 
facetious observations made by the learned gen- 
tleman. 

" Oh !" replied Korax, *' there is no room for 
so large a book in my small house." 

" I will teU you what," said one of the young 
philosophers. " The book is not written to be 
read ; let it be deposited in the council library. 
There it will be safe, and remain covered with 
dust an inch thick, unread and in good con- 
dition, to the remotest ages." 

" A capital idea !" said Korax. "Good friends," 
he continued, approaching the porters, ^ here are 
two drachmas for your trouble : take your load 
to the senate Ubrary, and trouble yourselves no 
further about the matter, — I take the whole afTair 
on my own responsibility." 

Stilbon, from whom the destiny of a book 
which had cost him so much trouble could not 
long be concealed, hardly knew, between anger 
and astonishment, what to think or to do. 
"Great Latona!" he exclaimed, time after 
time, " what an age do we live in ! What is 
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to be done with people who will not hear or 
read ? However, so let it be : I have done my 
duty. I shall waste no more pens ; I shall not 
stretch out my fingers for so ungrateful a com- 
munity, and so unintellectual a people." 

So thought he in his first moment of dejec- 
tion, but the good priest deceived himself in 
this apparent tranquillity. His self-love was too 
deeply wounded long to remain quiet. The 
more he reflected on the subject, and he thought 
of nothing else during the whole succeeding 
night, the more he felt convinced that he ought 
not to sit silently down and remain inactive in 
so good a cause. 

The nomophylax, and the other enemies of 
the archon Onocradias, failed not further to 
inflame his zeal by their suggestions. They 
held almost daily meetings to confer on the 
best way of proceeding, and what steps they 
should take to stem, as Stilbon called it, the 
spreading stream of confusion and profligacy. 
But the times had really and greatly changed. 
Stilbon was no Strobylus, the people knew but 
little of him, and he had none of those gifts 
whereby his predecessor, with infinitely inferior 
learning, had made himself so important in 
Abdera. 
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Almost all the young people of both sexes 
were infected with the maxims of the philoso- 
pher Korax. The greater part of the counsellors 
and illustrious citizens lent themselves, without 
seeking any better reason, to the side which 
furnished them with the best subjects for laugh- 
ter, and even among the lowest classes the street- 
ballads which the adherents of Versifex and 
Korax chaunted everywhere about the streets, 
had so good an effect, that there could be no 
hope of raising the people to an insurrection on 
account of the frogs. 

But, what was worst of all, there was reason 
to believe that even among the priests there 
were first one, then another, who secretly stood 
in connection with the Anti-froggites. 

It was, indeed, more than mere suspicion 
that the priest Pamphagus was only waiting an 
opportunity to make the present state of affairs 
useful to his own advancement, and to remove 
the honourable Stilbon from a place which he, as 
Pamphagus gave people secretly to understand, 
from his entire inexperience in business, was 
altogether unequal to fill. Notwithstanding bH 
this, the Froggites formed a considerable party, 
and Hypsiboas had skill enough always to keep 
them in a state of commotion, which more than 
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once had wellnigh burst out into a dangerous 
uproar ; while the opposite party, satisfied with 
the conquest they had obtained, and disinclined 
to endanger their superiority, had remained in- 
active, and carefully avoided all occasions of un- 
usual excitement. 

They showed their inconsistency in more 
ways than one. They did not even care to re- 
sent the title of frog-eaters, they continued to 
make the frogs of Latona the common objects 
of their jests and sarcasms ; but yet, Abderite- 
like, they allowed their croaking fellow-citizens 
to remain undisturbed in possession of the city 
and suburbs of Abdera, notwithstanding all the 
opinions of the academy and all the satire of 
Korax. 



CHAPTER X. 

Wonderful unravelling of the whole tragi-comic farce of 
the Abderites. 

In all probability the frogs of Latona would 
long have revelled in this security, but unfortu- 
nately in the following summer an innumerable 
multitude of rats and mice of all colours in- 
vaded the unhappy repubUc. All the country 
was covered with them, and thus the perfectly 
innocent and unconscious prediction of the 
archon Onocradias was unexpectedly fulfilled. 

To be eaten by both frogs and mice at once 
was too much for the poor Abderites : the affair 
was a serious one. The Anti-froggites now 
pressed vrithout further delay the carrying out 
of 'the proposal of the academy. 

The Froggites exclaimed that the swarm of 
yellow, green, blue, blood-red, and puce-coloured 
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mice, which in a few days had made the most 
direful devastation in the Abderitan fields, was a 
visible punishment for the profaneness of the 
frog-eaters, and was evidently despatched direct 
from Latona, entirely to destroy the city which 
had so impiously withdrawn itself from the pro- 
tection of the goddess. 

It was in vain that the academy averred that 
yellow, green, blue, blood-red, and puce-coloured 
mice, were, notwithstanding, only mice like 
all others of the species; that the thing was 
perfectly natural ; that similar instances were to 
be found registered in the annals of all nations ; 
and that, as the mice seemed resolved that the 
Abderites should have nothing else to eat, they 
should at least try to overcome their prejudices 
and to revenge themselves on the eatable portion 
of their common enemies, namely, the frogs. 

It was to no purpose that the priest Pampha- 
gus hit upon a proposal to use the frogs for the 
future as regular sacrifices, the head and intes- 
tines to be immolated to the goddess, and 
the legs to be consumed by the people to her 
honour. 

The people, terrified at their public calamity, 
which they looked upon no otherwise than as a 
punishment from their irritated goddess, and 
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incited by the heads of the Froggites, assembled 
in troops before the senate-house, and threatened 
not to leave a whole bone among the counsellors 
if they did not instantly find the means of 
saving the town from destruction. 

Good advice was never so wanted in Abdera 
as at this moment. The counsellors perspired 
from anxiety, beat their foreheads, but all was 
empty within ; the more they pondered, the less 
they knew what to do. 

The people refused to depart, and swore to 
break the necks of all, Froggites and Anti-frog- 
gites, if they came to no successful conclusion. 

At length Onocradias arose, as if inspired, 
from his chair. " Follow me," said he to the 
senators, as he walked with hasty strides to the 
marble gallery appropriated for addresses to the 
people. His eyes sparkled with unusual lustre, 
he looked a head taller, and his whole figure 
assumed such a majestic appearance as none 
had ever before beheld in an Abderite. 

The counsellors followed him in silence and 
full of expectation. 

"Hear me, ye men of Abdera," said Ono- 
cradias, in a voice unlike his own, " Jason, my 
great progenitor, has descended from the throne 
of the gods, and suggests to me at this^ moment 
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the means whereby I can save you all. Go 
each to your home, pack up your furniture and 
utensils, together with all the money you possess, 
and start to-morrow morning at break of day — 
with your wives and children, horses and asses, 
oxen and sheep, in short, with bag and baggage, 
to Jason's temple ; from thence we will obtain 
the Golden Fleece, and, with the sacred Palla- 
dium of the Abderites at our head, turn our 
backs on these walls cursed by the gods, and in 
the distant plains of fertile Macedonia seek 
other habitations till the wrath of the deities has 
subsided, and then we, or our children, may 
again be permitted to return under happier 
auspices to beautiful Abdera. The destructive 
mice, when they find nothing else to consume, 
will devour one another — and as to the frogs, 
may Latona be gracious to them ! Go, my chil- 
dren, and get yourselves ready ; to-morrow, ere 
sunrise, shall our distresses end." 

All the people shouted with approbation at 
the inspired words of the archon, and at that 
moment breathed one mind only in all Abdera* 

Their easily-excited imaginations rose up again 
full of flame. New prospects, new scenes of 
joy and happiness, danced before their mental 
view. The extensive plains of happy Macedonia 

VOL. II. M 
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opened out like a fruitful paradise before their 
eyes. They already breathed a purer air, and 
longed, with indescribable impatience, to escape 
from the thick loathsome frog-sloughs and 
poisonous vapours of their native city. 

All hastened to equip themselves for marching 
— a proceeding of which, only a few minutes pre- 
viously, not one man among them had ever 
dreamt. 

Very early the following morning all were 
ready to start from Abdera, leaving behind in 
their houses, without regret, such articles as 
could not be conveniently removed, so eager 
were they to reach a home where they would 
no longer be made miserable by frogs and mice. 

On the fourth morning after their self-ex- 
patriation, King Cassander met them : the tramp 
of their host had been heard afar off, and the 
clouds of dust which they raised had eclipsed 
the daylight. 

Cassander commanded his cavalcade to halt, 
and sent one of his attendants to inquire what 
was the matter. 

" Sire," said the messenger on his return, 
'' they are the Abderites, driven from their city 
by rats, mice, and frogs, seeking another and 
more-favoured land." 
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" If this be the case, they certainly are Ab- 
derites," said Cassander. In the mean time 
Onocradias appeared at the head of a deputation 
of senators and citizens to lay their case before 
the king. 

The whole aflfiair appeared so irresistibly funny 
to Cassander and his courtiers that, notwith- 
standing all their politeness, they could not keep 
from laughing in the faces of the Abderites, who, 
as they saw the whole court so tickled, held it 
incumbent on them to laugh too. 

Cassander assured them of his protection, and 
pointed out a spot on the borders of Macedonia 
where they might remain until they could find 
means of coming to some reasonable arrangement 
with the frogs and mice of their native land. 

From that time forward little more was heard 
of the Abderites and their transactions ; yet so 
much is certain — that, several years after this 
singular emigration, the historical certainty of 
which is placed beyond all doubt, by the testi- 
mony of Justinus (in a fragmentary extract from 
the historian Trogus Pompeius) (lib. xv. c. 2), 
they removed back again to Abdera. 

It seems probable that they left behind them 
in Macedonia those "bees in their bonnets," 

M 2 
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which had made more noise than all the rats 
and frogs in their city. 

For from this epoch history says nothing 
further of them than that they, first under the pro- 
tection of the Macedonian kings, and then of the 
Romans, passed their lives for several centuries 
in tranquilUty ; but as they were neither more 
ingenious, nor more stupid than other similar 
municipalities, they gave historical writers no 
occasion to talk about them at alL 

To conclude, we will give the condescending 
reader full proof of our candour by^stating that, so 
far as the elder Pliny and his universal authcfrity, 
Varro, deserve belief, Abdera was not the only 
city in the world from which the inhabitants 
were driven by such apparently insignificant 
enemies as frogs and mice. 

Varro not only mentions a city in Spain which 
was ruined by rabbits, and another demolished 
by moles, but also another in Gaul, the inhabi- 
tants of which, like the Abderites, were displaced 
by frogs ! But as PUny does not name the city 
which this misfortune befell, nor state from 
which of the innumerable works of the learned 
Varro he took the anecdote, we should perhaps 
not be wanting in the reverence due to so great 
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an authority, if we suggested that his memory, 
which sometimes appears to fail him, may have 
substituted one name for another, and Gallia in 
Thrace might be the place meant, and thus he 
might unconsciously be relating the history of 
Abdera itself. 

And here we place the last stone on that 
monument which we have endeavoured to erect 
to the glory of a once-celebrated, but now almost- 
forgotten people. Inspired perhaps in so doing 
by that divinity who of old watched over their 
prosperity, and though this history is composed 
of no weightier materials than the caprices and 
follies of the Abderites, yet we may be allowed 
to hope that it may endure till our nation has 
arrived at that happy state when it will be no 
longer applicable, when such tales will neither 
irritate nor entertain anybody ; in a word, till 
there are none sufficiently like to the Abderites 
to be offended at seeing their own image re- 
flected in such annals, and until such adventures 
will be no more intelligible to us than the history 
of another planet. 

This period cannot be far distant if only the 
youths of the twentieth century will be as much 
wiser than those of the nineteenth, as these 
think themselves wiser than the men of the 
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eighteenth, and if the books on education with 
which we are now so abundantly provided, do 
only one-tenth part of the good which their 
authors propose. 



THE KEY TO THE ABDERITE 
HISTORY. 



When the poetry of Homer was first known to 
the Greeks, the people, who, in many things see 
more clearly with their unaided vision than 
learned gentlemen with eye-glasses, had under- 
standing enough to discover that in all his great 
heroic fables, — in spite of the wonderful, the 
adventurous, and the incredible, with which his 
works are so richly interwoven — a nurse could 
find enough in them to sing her child to sleep 
with — that they possess much more wisdom and 
instruction for practical purposes than a Milesian 
nursery tale : and we see from the letter of 
Horace to LSllius, and from the use Plutarch 
makes, and advises others to make, of Homer, 
that, many ages after his time, sensible men of 
the world, both Greeks and Romans, have been 
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of opinion that more could be learned from 
Homer's fables than from the most subtle and 
eloquent sophistical doctrines^ as to what was 
right and useful, what wrong or injurious, and 
how much a man may accomplish by virtue and 
wisdom. 

It was left to old children, young ones were 
taught better, to adhere only to the material 
part of the poetry ; sensible people felt and re- 
cognized the spirit which breathed through the 
work, and it never entered their minds to sepa- 
rate what was indissolubly joined together by 
the muse ; they recognized the true under cover 
of the wondrous and the useful, by a kind 
of fusion not made known to all, imited to the 
pleasant and the beautiful. 

It was the same here, as in all human things. 
The learned men of modern times, not satisfied 
at finding in Homer's poetry warning or en- 
couraging examples, an instructive picture of 
human nature in its different shades, circum- 
stances, or scenes, endeavoured to plunge deeper, 
and to see more than their predecessors ; and so 
it was discovered (as what coul3 not be dis- 
covered, if a man will but set his mind on dis- 
covery ?) that what were only intended as ex- 
amples, were allegorical, and in all, even to the 
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machinery and decorations of the poetic theatre, 
there was a mystic sense ; and at last, every per- 
son, every occurrence, every picture, every little 
fable, concealed heaven knows what mysteries, 
of the Hermetic, Orphic, and Magic philosophy, 
of which the worthy author dreamt as little, in 
the innocence of his heart, as did Virgil that, 
twelve hundred years after his death, his verses 
would be used to conjure up evil spirits. 

In the mean time it was gradually made into 
an essential condition of epic poetry, as the 
greater and more heroic of poetical fables were 
called, that, besides the natural and the moral 
sense which lay on the surface, there must also 
be another meaning, hidden and allegorical — at 
least this whim prevailed among the Italians 
and the Spaniards; and it is more than ridi- 
culous to observe what extraordinary trouble 
the commentators, and even the poets themselves 
sometimes took to spin out from an Amadis, or 
an Orlando, from Trissino's Liberated Italy, from 
the Lusiad of Camoens, or even from the Adone 
of Marino, all sorts of metaphysical, political, 
moral, physical, and theological allegories. As 
it was not thought the reader's business to pene- 
trate in his own might into all these mysteries, 
so it became necessary to give him the exposi- 

u 3 
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tioD of the allegoric or mystic sense ; although 
the anthor seldom thought, before his work 
was finished, of the concealed likenesses and 
allusions that might be cunningly drawn there- 
from. 

What was done by many authors in com- 
pUance with the reigning fashion, to which they 
dared not oppose themselves, became to others 
the real aim and principal business of their 
works. The celebrated Zodiacus vitae of the 
so-called Palingenius, Barclay's Argenis, Spen- 
ser's Fairy Queen, the new Atlantis of Mrs. 
Manly, the Malabar Princess, The Tale of a 
Tub, the Story of John Bull, and many works 
of the same kind, in which the sixteeenth and 
seventeenth centuries were so fertile, were, from 
their nature and purpose, allegorical, and could 
not be understood without a key, although 
several of them — for instance, Spenser's Fairy 
Queen, and the allegorical scenes of Dean Swift 
— are so constructed that any sensible person on 
perusal could find the key without assistance. 

This short deduction will be sufficient to 
make those who never before thought about it 
comprehend how it happens that, in the majority 
of minds, a common opinion has imperceptibly 
arisen, that every book bearing any likeness to a 



NECESSITY OF A KEY. 251 

satirical romance, must be inspired with a hid- 
den sense, and consequently require a key. 

The editor of the present story, being aware 
that the greater part of his readers are persuaded 
that something lies at the bottom beyond what 
the words at first sight seem to imply, and con- 
sequently are requiring a key to the Abderite 
history, regarding it as an absolute necessity for 
understanding this interesting work, is not sur- 
prised at the desire so frequently expressed ; on 
the contrary, he feels himself bound to satisfy 
them in this present complete and enlarged 
edition, and to present them with a key — or 
rather, instead of the required key, what is the 
same thing, to communicate to them all that can 
be useful or necessary to the proper under- 
standing of a book written for the pleasure of 
all people of sense, and for a lesson and punish- 
ment to all fools. 

To this effect, he finds it necessary to com- 
municate to them, above all things, the origin of 
the story in the unadulterated and genuine 
words of the author, a writer who, though but 
little known, has been very much read since the 
year 1753. 

" It was," so says the narrative, " on a fine 
autumn evening, in the year 177-, that I was 
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alone in the upper floor of my residence, and 
looked — for I am not ashamed to confess my 
share in any human infirmity — a hmg while out 
of window. For many weeks before my genius 
had altogether left me; I could neither think 
nor read. All the fire of my spirit seemed to be 
extinct; and all my imagination, like volatile 
salts, to have evaporated. I was stupid — but ah ! 
without sharing in the bliss of stupidity, with- 
out possessing a single grain of self-satisfaction, 
that unshaken conviction which assures certain 
people that all which they think, say, dream, or 
talk about in their sleep is true, witty, wise, and 
deserving to be engraved on marble. A per- 
suasion which makes the true son of the great 
goddess easily recognizable, and feel himself the 
happiest of mankind ; in short, I felt my situa- 
tion, and it laid heavily upon me ; I struggled 
against it in vain, and it went so far with me 
that I stared at the people through a tolerably 
uncomfortable window, without knowing what I 
was looking at, or seeing anything that was 
worth the sight. At once I felt as if I heard a 
voice, whether* a reality or delusion I shall not 
decide, but it said to me, ' Sit down and write 
the history of the Abderites/ A sudden light 
broke in upon mcy — ' Yes ! yes ! ' cried I, * the 
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Abderites ! what can be more natural ! I will 
write the history of the Abderites. How could 
it have happened that so natural an idea did 
not occur to me long ago ? ' and then I sat down 
and wrote, and looked for facts, and compiled, 
and arranged, and wrote again, and it was a 
pleasure to see how rapidly the work advanced 
in my hands. 

" As I was in the best humour for writing," 
continues our author, in his most sincere confes- 
sion, " I seized, in a moment of caprice, the idea 
of letting loose my imagination, and* pushing the 
thing as far as it would go. It concerns only 
the Abderites, thought I, and it is impossible to do 
them an injustice ; they are nothing more than a 
set of fools, the nonsense with which history loads 
them is great enough to excuse everything at- 
tributed to them, however inconceivable. I con- 
fess this openly, and if I am wrong, may Heaven 
pardon me ! I endeavoured to raise my imagina- 
tion to the utmost, in order to make the Abder- 
ites think, speak, and act as foolishly as possible. 
' More than 2000 years are gone by since they 
were all dead and buried,' said I to myself; 'and 
it cannot do any harm to them, or their descend- 
ants, of whom not a relic remains that I know 
of/ To all this came another suggestion, which 
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gained on me by an appearance of sincerity. 
' The more absurd I make them/ thought I, 'the 
less have I to fear that " The Abderites" should 
be taken for a satire on other people of whom I 
have no knowledge ; ' but I was mistaken in 
this conclusion, as the result has shown that I 
have unconsciously painted portraits, when I was 
only exercising my imagination." 

It must be confessed that it was the worst 
misfortune that could have befallen an author 
who had no guile in his heart, and never wished 
to vex his f^llow-creatures, but only to amuse 
himself and them, and drive away ennui. Never- 
theless this is what befell the author in his very 
first chapter. 

There is no town in Germany, nor within 
the natural limits of the German language, 
which is spoken, by the bye, over a larger ex- 
tent of country than any other European tongue 
can boast, where "the Abderites" have not met 
with readers ; and, wherever it has been read, the 
descriptions it contains have been received as 
portraits, of which everybody had seen the origi- 
nals in a thousand places where, says the author, 
"I had never been, and where I had not the 
slightest acquaintance; it was a matter of as- 
tonishment how I could know so much of the 
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Abderitish men and women, and customs which 
were to be found in Abdera ; and it was thought 
that I had either a secret correspondence, or a 
familiar spirit who furnished me with anecdotes 
which I could not learn in a proper way. I 
knew," he continued, ''that I had neither the one 
npr the other, consequently it was clear as day 
that the ancient race of Abdera was not so en- 
tirely extinct as I had imagined." 

This discovery induced the author to make 
inquiries, which he deemed unnecessary as long 
as in writing his work he referred more to his 
imagination and humour than to chronicles and 
history. However, he searched through many 
small and large volumes without effect, but at 
last found, in the sixth decade of the renowned 
" Hafen Hawkenbergius, p.m. 864," the follow- 
ing passage, which unexpectedly afforded him an 
explanation of these phenomena. 

'* The good town of Abdera, in Thrace," says 
Hawkenbergius in the above-mentioned passage, 
"formerly a large, populous, and commercial place 
— the Thracian Athens — the birthplace of Pro- 
tagorus and Democritus, the paradise of fools and 
frogs. This good and beautiful town of Abdera 
exists no longer ! In vain we seek for it in the 
maps or descriptions of Thrace, even the site 
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whereon it stood is unknown, or can only be 
pointed out from conjecture. But it is not 
so with the Abderites; they live and move 
still (although their primitive habitation has 
long since disappeared from the face of the 
earth), undestroyed and immortal, they are found 
everywhere, without enjoying a settled site ; and, 
although scattered among the nations, they re- 
main, to the present day, pure, unmixed, and 
faithful to their original Abderitan fashions and 
manners ; so with an Abderite, wherever found, 
it is only necessary to look at him and listen to 
him for a moment to be certain that he is one 
— just as a Jew is recognized in Frankfort, Leip- 
sic, Constantinople, or Aleppo, as soon as he is 
seen. But what is a very extraordinary thing, 
and a circumstance in which they diflfer from the 
Jews, the Bedouins, the Armenians, and all other 
unmixed nations, is, that without the least danger 
to their Abderitism, they mingle with the other 
inhabitants of the earth ; and, notwithstanding 
that they speak everywhere the language of the 
country in which they live, acknowledge in com- 
mon the constitutions, religion, and customs of 
the non-Abderites, eat and drink, walk and act, 
dress and adorn themselves, curl and perfume 
their hair, purge and physic themselves ; and, in 
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short, perform everything that is necessary in 
human life — just like others, they, I say, notwith- 
standing this, remain like to themselves only, in 
all that constitutes them Abderites, just as if 
from remotest time they had been separated 
from the sensible beings of our planet by a dia^ 
mond wall, thrice as high and thick as the walls 
of Babylon. 

" All other samples of mankind change by 
transplantation, and the mixture of two varieties 
produce a third but with Abderites, where- 
soever they have transplanted, and howsoever 
they have mixed with other people, no change 
has ever been noticed. They are still the same 
fools they were two thousand years before in Ab- 
dera ; and although after so long a period it can- 
not be said, look here, or look there, for Abdera, 
there is not a market-town, village, or hamlet* 
throughout Europe, Asia, Africa, or America' 
where some members of this scattered society 
are not to be found!'' So much from the 
above-mentioned " Hafen Hawkenbergius." 

" After having read this passage," continues 
our author, "I discovered at once the key to 
those before-mentioned experiences, which ap- 
peared to me at the first glance so incomprehen- 
sible, and so well did the relation of Hawkenber- 



258 THE REPUBLIC OF FOOLS. 

gius render intelligible to me what had occurred 
with the Abderites, that I was confirmed in the 
belief of their present existence. Thus, the 
Abderites left a progeny which spread itself into 
all countries, and had numerous descendants, 
and as the character and adventures of the 
ancient Abderites have been preserved in anec- 
dotes and pictures, so the identity of the modem 
ones has been proved by their strange quality of 
uniformity and immutability — differing in this 
respect, according to the above authority, from 
all other inhabitants of the Continents and the 
Isles. 

" This intelligence, received from all quarters, 
is a great consolation to me, on two grounds : 
first, I was freed from the self-reproach of 
having imputed too much folly to the Abderites ; 
and secondly, I learned that my work was read 
with pleasure, even by the Abderites themselves, 
and that especially the striking likeness between 
the old and new ones very much surprised 
them, and was regarded by them as a flattering 
proof of the authenticity of their descent. The 
few who complained that they were painted too 
true to nature, could be little considered by the 
multitude who were satisfied; and, perhaps, 
even those few would do better if they took the 
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thing otherwise ; because, since, as it seems, they 
are unwilling to be taken for what they are, 
and for that reason have put themselves into 
the skin of a noble animal — prudence would 
require them n9t to stick out their ears so as 
to be remarked, which cannot be to their 
advantage. 

" On the other side, I was glad that circum- 
stances arose to remind me that I was writ- 
ing the history of the old Abderites, almost 
under the eyes of the new ones — as it 
kept in check my imagination (which at the 
commencement had been left to ramble much at 
its own will), and caused me carefully to avoid 
all caricature, and, finally, to render strict justice 
to the Abderites in all I have said of them. I 
look upon myself as the historian of the anti- 
quities of a flourishing family, which would be 
entitled to take it very ill if I imputed anything 
unjustly to their predecessors." 

The history of the Abderites may be taken as 
one of the truest and surest, and as a faithful 
mirror, wherein the modem ones may look at 
their own faces, and, with a little honesty, dis- 
cover distinctly how far they are like their an- 
cestors. Many words would be useless to prove 
the great utility of this work as long as Ab- 
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derites exist, which will undoubtedly be for ages 
yet to come. 

It will also be of occasional service, in making 
the descendants of old Germans among us more 
careful to avoid everything which could give rise 
to suspicion that they were of Abderite blood, 
or endeavouring to acquire a likeness to this 
people, and may cure such persons of admiring 
Abderitan manners and arts ; or falling into an 
imitation of them, by which they on their part 
have little to gain. 

This, worthy reader, is the promised key to 
this remarkable and original work, to which I 
give you the additional assurance, that you have 
not a single drawer which you could not open 
therewith. Should anybody whisper in your ear 
that something more is concealed, you may safely 
believe either that he does not understand what 
he is talking about, or that he means no good. 

Sapientia prima est 
stultitia caruisse. 



NOTE ON 

PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE, 

BY THB TRANSLATOR. 



PHILOSOPHICAL ROMANCE. 



The History of Prose Romance is a very curious 
one. It is not a very ancient form of com- 
position; we had long and philosophical his- 
tories, essays on all imaginable subjects, formal 
treatises, and regular biographies, before it 
seemed to occur to any writer, that prose was 
even a fitter vehicle than verse for a fictitious 
narrative. It did not impose the same rules, 
nor require the same dignity. It allowed the 
colloquial style for conversation, the poetical for 
description, the historical for narrative ; and it 
permitted all these to be changed at the author's 
pleasure. It is, therefore, somewhat strange 
that we have no prose romances of the time of 
Pericles. It might have been an agreeable 
change for an Athenian critic, at any period 
during the supremacy of that glorious city in 
art, science, and literature, to have passed from 
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the examination of a play by Aristophanes, an 
oration by Demosthenes, a history by Thucy- 
dides, an ode by Pindar, or a new edition of 
any such productions, to the glittering pages 
of an Athenian Walter Scott, or what would 
have been more probable, an Athenian Bulwer 
Lytton. However, none such have descended 
to our times, and the romance, as we apply the 
term, did not dawn upon society till long after 
every other species of composition had reached 
its perfection. It seems probable that the first 
notion of the romance arose from a feeling that 
the interests of morality might be served by it — 
not that the first fictitious narratives are remark- 
able for their high moral tone, far from it, but 
that nothing is more likely to have occurred to 
the earliest moraHsts. " History is Philosophy 
teaching by examples," says an ancient adage ; 
but History cannot choose her examples, she is 
obliged to take them as they come, and record 
their fates as they occur. She cannot make a 
proSJ)erous tyrant an instance of poetical justice ; 
she cannot raise a poor and virtuous peasant to 
a throne ; she makes the most of what she has, 
but her teaching is often widely different from 
that which the moraUst might desire. Now, if 
fiction be permitted, all this difficulty may be. 
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got over at once; all the virtues and all the 
vices may be displayed without hindrance ; the 
one may be rewarded, and the other punished ; 
and the reader may lay down the volume with 
the comfortable sensation that all the personages 
it describes have received their deserts, and the 
only drawback to his enjoyment will be the 
consciousness that no such results are to be 
found in "real life/' 

The next step was to make romance special. 
Romances of love were, of course, the earliest of 
this species ; romances of chivalry followed after 
a long interval; and lastly cam.e the novel, 
which is peculiarly a production of our own 
times, and in which life is represented, or meant 
to be represented, even as in a mirror. 

But before this, and, indeed, long before any 
regular narrative was attempted in fiction, there 
arose a form of composition, which, for want of 
a better title, has been called the Philosophical 
Romance. The object of this was the develop- 
ment of some theory, chiefly of morals or poli- 
tics, and it has happened, fortunately for the 
success of this species of writing, that it has 
fallen into the hands of some of the most illus- 
trious of mankind. Despairing of being able 
to influence the age in which they livedo so as 
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to gain a trial for their plans, such men as Plato, 
More, and Bacon, returned to their studies, 
and there drew up the scheme of an imaginary 
commonwealth, in which virtue might be more 
effectually encouraged and practised, and vice 
and crime more effectually repressed, than was 
found to be the case in the existing govern- 
ments of the world. The example which they 
gave in hterature has been followed, and as the 
number of their imitators increased, so at the 
same time the sphere of their observation en- 
larged, and the experience of modern times 
was pressed into the service of poUtico-philo- 
sophical romance. 

Two changes deserve notice : one is, that the 
more modem the romance, the more it takes the 
form of the romance proper — it is a narrative of 
adventures, the hero enlists our sympathies on 
behalf of himself, and adorns the narrative with 
all the charms of perilous escape, glorious 
achievement, and passionate feeUngs. Who can 
help contrasting the story of Gulliver or Zanoni 
with the dry detail and impersonal character of 
Plato's EepvbliCy or More's Utopia ? 

Another change is still more remarkable, — 
the earUer romances are all eminently construc- 
tive — they exhibit in action what the author 



ROMANCE. 267 

wished to recommend. They show his notion 
of a perfect government, a faultless system of 
morals, or an infallible philosophy. The con- 
sequence of this is, that the reader, unless very 
philosophically inclined, is but little interested ; 
he feels that he is reading a political or a moral 
treatise, and in his own mind treats it as such ; 
for its impersonal heroes he has no sympathy, 
and the very perfection of its arrangements re- 
moves at once all anxiety and nearly all interest. 

Modem philosophical romances are eminently 
destructive; they display, not the perfections 
which ought to exist, but the faults which do : 
they exhibit tyranny, corruption, oppression, 
folly, arrogance, ruin, and they aim at bringing 
the errors of actual governments before the 
world by making manifest their effects in ima- 
ginary cases — such are Gulliver s Travels, and 
that most extraordinary of all modem works of 
this kind, the History of the Abderites, by Von 
Wieland, which ought to be called "The K,e- 
pubUc of Fools.'' 

In examining the works which have most at- 
tracted, in this direction, the attention of the 
world, we shall commence with the most re- 
nowned of all. The Republic of Plato. 

This work is the earliest example of the phi- 

N 2 
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losopbical romance ; it has occasioned, we might 
also say included, the Utopia and the Atlantis^ 
the Oceana and the Gaudentio di Lucca^ and is 
greater than either or all of these. Plato speaks 
the language which Jupiter would speak if Ju- 
piter spoke Greek ; and not only is there this 
supreme power and splendour, not only the 
weight, the depth, the gloom, the glory, but the 
apt allusion, the delicate humour, the graceful 
repartee, the covert irony,— are all here. The 
lowest as well as the highest chords discourse 
their music — with what exquisite grace! — as 
the simple incidents of the opening pages glide 
into the serious business of the dialogue ; gra- 
dually the group in the household of the kindly- 
hearted old Cephalus becomes, as it were, trans- 
figured, and we are conscious of lights, and 
sounds, and visions that are scarcely of this 
world. 

Yet should we draw a distinction between the 
higher parts of the dialogue, the metaphysical 
and the religious element, and its political and 
practical features. With the theory of the ideas, 
with the train of thought associated ^th the 
cave scene and the vision of Er, our present busi- 
ness has no concern. There are many points of 
view from which the Bepublic can be investigated ; 
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and critics are stiU undecided as to its central idea. 
We shall confine ourselves to that department 
which includes Plato's conception of the pos- 
sible constitution of a State — ^no mere dream of 
an enthusiast or theorist, but what he hoped 
and believed was practicable and attainable. 

It is not till the middle of the second book 
that we arrive at anything of this description. 
The first book gives us the portraiture of the 
Sophist, and a discussion on justice. It is hard, 
he finds, to settle the notion of justice from an 
investigation into individual character. But 
what cannot be read in little print, may be read 
in large. Justice may be predicated of a State 
as well as of an Individual. With Plato, an 
individual is a State seen through a diminishing 
lens; a State is an individual seen through a 
magnifying one. Let us see what is the Justice 
of a Republic : we may then discern the justice 
of the conscious " self." 

Step by step he points out the rise and 
progress of a State. Man cannot.be isolated: 
self-sufficiency is a chimera. We will suppose 
our State only consists of four or five people at 
the commencement. They must all labour, and 
there must be a division of labour. Society is 
first made up of some one to till the ground. 
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some one to construct huts, some one to make 
clothes, and some one else to make shoes. By- 
and-by we discover the need of carpenters, 
smiths, shepherds, and graziers ; next a foreign 
trade arises. Trade implies shops and a cur- 
rency, ships and sailors, labourers and merchants. 
At this point our State is furnished with neces- 
saries. But it will insist on also being provided 
with luxuries : the actor, the physician, and the 
poet, are all looked upon in this light ;• as also 
the barber and the tirewoman. Furthermore, it 
demands the dishes of Sicily, and the dancers of 
Corinth, and we shall now want more territory 
than we happen to possess; consequently we 
must go to war ; we must have soldiers who are 
to be as faithful watch-dogs, a guardian class to 
the State. 

And now Socrates — ^for Socrates is always 
the mouthpiece of Plato — gives us his theory of 
education. Nothing is so important as this, 
especially in the outset of life, when the mind 
is gathering shape and colour from external 
influences. We must not teach it the poetry of 
Homer ; for Homer professes a popular morality, 
or rather no morality at all. Our children must 
not hear unworthy fables of the gods, nor 
ought anythuig in the character of great men. 
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which is mean, sensual, or ridiculous, to be 
brought before their notice. They must not 
become acquainted with the imagery of terror 
attached to death. They must be trained to 
truth, courage, and self-control. The style of 
speech and writing, by and to which they are to 
be educated, must be simple and severe, and 
admit very sparingly of the mimetic element. 
In music the Lydian and the Ionian must 
be discarded, as also the mixed Lydian and the 
hyper-Lydian ; for these harmonies are either 
plaintive, convivial, or effeminate. But leave 
me, says Socrates, the Dorian and the Phrygian, 
— ^the one a high and rushing music, such as 
may suit a brave man in the clash of battle; 
and the other low and tranquil, meet for a man 
in a calm, prayerful, or persuasive attitude. 

But our sense of the word music includes pnly 
a small part of the meaning which the Greeks 
attached to the term. All education was divided 
into music and gjrmnastic, and nearly everything 
that was not included in the one ranked under the 
other. This " music " is a sense of the beauty, and 
harmony, and proportion that ought to pervade 
every relation of life. To make a perfect man, 
both mind and body must be equally trained ; 
but notice that the training of the body is not 
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for the sake of the body, but only as a means to 
the perfect development of the mind. 

Thus, in our State we have a class of guar- 
dians, or rather two classes, guardian magis- 
trates and guardian troops; and a third class, 
the class of producers. Now, compare this 
conception of a State with the conception of an 
individual — the guardian auxiliaries and the 
productive class in the State correspond to the 
rational element, the spirited element, and the 
concupiscent element in the individual. Thus 
a man is wise by virtue of the wisdom of his 
rational element, courageous by virtue of the 
courage of his spirited element, and temperate 
when the rational element governs with the full 
consent of the other two; and, finally, just 
when each of the three performs its proper work 
without meddUng with that of the others. This 
scheme has some remarkable resemblances with 
the system propounded by Bishop Butler in the 
Analogy and the Sermons. 

In the fifth book Plato propounds his famous 
theory of the community of women and chil- 
dren. For a very different view of the same 
idea we might compare the Lysistrata of Aristo- 
phanes. Plato, of course, makes out his case 
very triumphantly, and constructs such objec- 
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tions as he can easily confute. There is a great 
deal of profound truth and wisdom in the ex- 
alted views which he takes, so unusual in his 
age, of the character of woman; he attributes 
to her as high a degree of mental influence 
as would Mr. Mill himself. If a woman has a 
turn for philosophy or war, she is to share the 
duties of the guardian or auxihary, become the 
wife of the one or the other. Such marriages 
are to be arranged entirely by the State, though 
sanctified by rcHgious solemnities. The chil- 
dren are to be separated from their parents, and 
brought up in a State establishment. It is only 
by his system of communion that Plato thinks 
all private interests can be merged in pubKc in- 
terests. And when it is demanded by Adei- 
mantus, one of the principal interlocutors in the 
dialogue, how far such a state of things is prac- 
ticable, the answer is, that this is a considera- 
tion which does not affect the soundness of the 
method, or the truth of the results. He is 
sketching a perfect State, and all that can be 
asked of him is, in what way might an imper- 
fect State attain the nearest approximation to 
this. To this grand result one, and only one, 
great fundamental change is necessary. A State 
can never attain its perfect development till 

N 3 
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kings are philosophers, and philosophers are 
kings. The difference between the genuine and 
the counterfeit philosopher is this: — the latter 
contents himself with the study of the beautiful 
objects around him ; the former penetrates into 
the very essence of beauty itself. The one in- 
tellectual State is opinion, the other intellectual 
State is knowledge, which alone takes cognizance 
of real existence. 

At the commencement of the sixth book the 
characteristics of the true philosopher are enu- 
merated thus: — 1. He must have an intense 
desire for this knowledge. 2. He must hate 
falsehood and love the truth. 3. He must de- 
spise the pleasures of the body. 4. He must 
not care for money. 5. He must be Uberal and 
high-minded. 6. He must be just and gentle. 
7. He must possess a quick memory and a 
quick apprehension. 8. His disposition must 
be musical, regular, and harmonious. 

We are now upon the ground of the ideas, 
the forms or archetypes of visible objects. But 
to this subject belongs quite a hterature of 
Itself; it would be surpassingly difficult to dis- 
play the subject adequately at all — an utter im- 
possibility to us within so restricted limits ; and 
a knowledge of this higher wisdpm can only be 
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brought about by the agency of all studies that 
draw the mind from the sensuous to the real, 
from the temporal to the eternal, from the visi- 
ble to the invisible. It may be interesting to 
give the classification of such studies. The fol- 
lowing is the series: — 1. Arithmetic. 2. Plain 
geometry. 3. Geometry of three dimensions. 
4. Astronomy, which means here the abstract 
science of motion. 5. The science of harmo- 
nies. 6. Dialectic, or the science of real ex- 
istence. 

At this point we fall back upon the subject of 
the earUer books, that is, the constitution of the 
mind and the constitution of a poUty. He gives 
an exhaustive division of poUtics; first, is the 
perfect State and the perfect man, an aristocracy 
and an aristocrat ; but even this high state has 
a tendency to shade off into something lower. 

This is timarchy, a State where the principle 
of honour, a principle of emulation, ambition, 
and recklessness largely prevails. It succeeds the 
former State just as we may imagine the son of 
a truly noble being led partly astray by other 
influences from the high exemplar of his father. 
And this timarchy slips into an oligarchy, which 
is defined as a State where political power re- 
sides according to a money qualification. 
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Here we have a parallel in common life. The 
ambitious man has suffered from his ambitious 
schemes, and his son betakes himself to the 
safer employment of money-making. And so 
the series continues; till we are at the last landed 
at the tyrant, the latest and the worst. 

Finally, Plato resolves to expel all poets from 
his RepubUc. We might have gathered as much 
from the earUer books. But though Plato may 
expel poets from his RepubUc, the Bepublic re- 
mains an embodied poem in itself. 

The work closes in a double apologue, with 
what Milton would call a "regal argument" on 
the eternity and blessedness of justice. 

The notion of an ideal repubUc did not origi- 
nate with Plato. Before his age, Hippodamus, 
the architect of the Piraeus, conceived a similar 
plan, a hint of the nature of which we may 
gather from Aristotle. The difference between 
the two is striking, but natural. Hippodamus 
was an architect, and so devoted more attention 
to the material structure of the State: Plato 
was a philosopher, and bestowed more care upon 
the spirit by which its members should be ac- 
tuated. Hippodamus divides the lands belong- 
ing to the commonwealth into three parts : the 
sacred, which is to be set apart for the necessi- 
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ties of public worship ; the common, for the 
benefit of the soldiery ; and the private, for the 
husbandmen. The law also he portions out 
into three divisions, acknowledging only three 
sorts of social crime — insults, damages, and 
death. The inhabitants of the State are sepa- 
rated into soldiers, artificers, and husbandmen ; 
and the magistrates are to be elected by the free 
sufirages of their fellow-citizens. The imaginary 
commonwealth of Hippodamus is not hghtly 
censured by Aristotle, who finds much confusion 
in the ideas of its author. 

Then there is the Republic of Phaleas, of 
Chalcedon, also mentioned by Aristotle, the 
chief feature of which is the equalisation of all 
property ; and lastly the curious description of 
a State in an unknown part of the world, given 
by Theopompos, of Chios, in iElian, in 18. 

Theopompos, says iElian, gives an account of 
a conversation between Midas, the Phrygian, 
and Silenus : — 

This " Silenus was the son of a nymph ; and 
though of a nature inferior to that of the gods, 
yet superior to that of mortals. He informs 
Midas that Europe, Asia, and Libya, are islands 
surrounded by the sea ; but declares that there is 
beyond the limits of the known world a continent 
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of infinite magnitude, inhabited by animals of 
wondrous bulk, and by men of twice the 
common height, and twice the usual term of 
life ; that they have many and great States, and 
many customs contrary to ours. He declares 
that there are among them two very great cities, 
totally different from one another. The name 
of the one is Machimos, that is, *^ warlike;' of 
the other Uusebes, that is, 'pious.' The in- 
habitants of the latter pass their days in peace, 
and in the midst of great plenty, without ploughs 
or oxen, for they have no need of agriculture, or - 
of sowing ; they are, moreover, free from disease, 
and Uve in smiles and pleasures ; so httle is 
strife known among them, and so entirely are 
they ruled by justice, that the gods themselves 
do not disdain to hold intercourse with them. 

" The inhabitants of the former city, on the 
other hand, are most prone to war. They live 
constantly under arms, and are incessantly fight- 
ing and striving to reduce their neighbours into 
subjection ; . so that this one State holds sway 
over very many others. Its inhabitants are not 
less than two millions. Sometimes they die of 
disease, but very rarely ; for, for the most part, 
they perish in battle, crushed by stones or beaten 
by clubs, for by iron they cannot be wounded. 
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Gold and silver they possess in such quantities, 
that gold is of less value among them than iron 
with us. It is said that once upon a time they 
attempted to cross the sea for the purpose of 
making an attack upon this part of the world, and 
that a thousand myriads (a million) of men pene- 
trated as far as the Hyperboreans, but that when 
they learned that these were the most flourishing 
people in our part of the world, they despised 
them as leading a vile and inglorious life, and 
thought it not worth their while to go further." 

Silenus also added this, which is much more 
extraordinary, viz. that — 

" There is in those parts a nation called Me- 
ropes, who inhabit many and great States. In 
the confines of their country there is a place 
called Anoston, that is, the place whence there is 
no return. Here there is neither light nor dark- 
ness, but an obscure atmosphere pervaded by 
a kind of ruddy glow. Through this region 
flow two rivers; the one called the river of 
' pleasure,' the other that of ' grief,' and on the 
banks of each are trees of the size of a great 
plane tree. Those which grow by the river of 
grief produce fruits of a corresponding quality ; 
so that, if any one eat of them, for the whole of 
the rest of his life he weeps and mourns, till 
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death comes to his relief. The other trees on 
the banks of the river of pleasure bear fruits of 
a contrary nature, for he who tastes of them is 
relieved from all his former passions : if he has 
loved any one he forgets him, and gradually be- 
comes younger and younger, and enters again 
upon past years, and casts aside his old age, and 
is restored to the vigour of youth, then to boy- 
hood, then to infancy, and then at last expires/* 

The reader will at once observe that in the 
above passage from iElian there is an indistinct 
allusion to something like a notion of the exist- 
ence of America. Modem investigations have 
established the fact that great kingdoms existed 
and flourished, and died out in Peru and Mexico, 
long ages before the New World was discovered 
by Columbus, and Lord Bacon will appear 
to have alluded to one of this nature in his 
Atlantis. 

Of the Panchaia of Euhemeros but little re- 
mains. He was a traveller, who, instead of 
furnishing to the world on his return any real 
and serviceable geographical information as the 
result of his researches, contented himself with 
a romantic account of an island which he pre- 
tended he had discovered somewhere, we beUeve 
in the Indian Ocean, the capital of which had 
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had the honour of having been the seat of the 
empire of Zens when he was £^ mortal. Dio- 
dorus Siculus has borrowed largely from this 
book, and with the exception of what we find 
in him and Eusebius, the work of Euhemeros 
is now entirely lost. 

From these ancient romances to those of the 
sixteenth century is obviously a wide leap, and 
one which, were it the object of the present 
note to give anything Uke a connected sketch of 
philosophical romance would be as obviously 
unjustifiable. But our limits will not allow this 
to be more than a note ; and, therefore, passing 
over many treatises which would otherwise re- 
quire consideration, and especially the "Meta- 
morphoses " of Apuleius — a book commonly 
known by the name of " The Golden Ass," we 
shall proceed to notice, at some length, the chief 
philosophical romance of our own country, the 
" Utopia " of Sir Thomas More. 

" Henry the Eighth," says the author, " the 
unconquered King of England, a prince adorned 
with all the virtues that become a great monarch, 
having some differences of no small consequence 
with Charles, the most serene Prince*of Castille, 
sent me into Flanders as his ambassador for 
treating and composing matters between them." 
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Negotiations having, for some cause or an- 
other, come, for a time, to a standstill, More 
went to Antwerp, and there was visited, among 
others, by one Peter Giles, a native of Antwerp, 
a man of great honour and of good rank. 
Through this friend he became acquainted with 
a most interesting personage, a native of Por- 
tugal, whose name was Raphael Hythloday, one 
who had borne a share in three out of the four 
voyages of Americus Vespucius, and was sup- 
posed to be able to tell more of unknown 
nations and countries than any other man alive. 
During the last voyage of Americus, Raphael 
had solicited from him the favour of being left, 
with three-and-twenty others, at the farthest 
place at which they touched, and, with five 
Castillians, he travelled over many countries, 
till— 

" At last, by a strange and good fortune, he 
got to Ceylon, and from thence to Calicut, and 
then he very happily found some Portuguese 
ships, and so, beyond all men's expectation, he 
came back to his own country/' 

More, Giles, and Raphael, after the usual 
civilities and courtesies of an introduction, pro- 
ceed together to More's house, and entering into 
the garden, and " sitting down on a green bank. 
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entertain one another in discourse." Raphael 
recounts to his listeners his doings after having 
been left, with his companions, by Vespueius, 
in New Castille. He relates the progress he 
made in the graces of the princes and inhabit- 
ants of the country, and tells how he visited 
many of their towns and cities, which he says 
were all happily governed and well peopled. 
Raphael goes on to state that the people of 
those parts understood both astronomy and na» 
vigation, and that he got into great favour with 
them by adding to their knowledge the use of 
the needle. His aijditors listened attentively, 
and asked him many questions, to which he 
replied very willingly, " only they made no in- 
quiries after monsters,'* but about the States 
which he described as being so well and so 
wisely governed. 

Then follows a long digression, which, how- 
ever, More tells us, was the occasion which led 
Raphael to speak more minutely of the govern- 
ment of the commonwealth of the Utopians. 
Peter Giles being struck with admiration at the 
accounts of all that Raphael had witnessed, and 
at his judicious remarks upon what he had seen, 
asks him how it was he had never entered into 
the service of some prince, when his learning 
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and knowledge of men and things would have 
rendered him so acceptable and so useful? 
Raphael answers that he saw no reason why he 
should enslave himself to any king whatsoever. 
Giles and More both reply, that that was not 
the object of the question, and suggest that he 
would be conferring benefits upon others and 
not enslaving himself by giving any prince the 
advantage of his great experience. 

Raphael, however, does not appear to suppose 
that the benefit would be so great as they 
seemed to imagine, for that princes were too 
self-sufficient and self-willed to tolerate much 
advice; and he accidentally mentions that he 
had once been in England and had stayed some 
months in that country. Then follows a well- 
drawn and excellent character of John Morton, 
Cardinal, Chancellor of England, and Archbishop 
of Canterbury, with whom our traveller had 
been on intimate terms, and a very long discus- 
sion upon the subject of hanging for theft, in 
which Raphael assigns the cause of the great 
prevalence of stealing to the vast number of idle 
followers kept by the great men of the day ; 
and to the enclosing so much land in different 
parts of the country, by those into whose hands 
the . property of which Henry VIII. despoiled 
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the Church had come, after the destruction of 
the reh'gious houses, and suggests the necessity 
of better education for the people, who, he says, 
are ^ first made thieves, and then punished for 
being so. Raphael argues moreover, that it is 
not lawful, i. e. according to Divine law, " to 
take away a man's life for a little money," and 
holds up in imitation the example of the Poly- 
lerites, a considerable and well-governed people 
of Persia, among whom the thief is made to 
work for the public. 

But as a cure for the evils which so commonly 
exist among men, Raphael then proceeds to 
make a proposal — with which we can hardly 
fancy that many will agree, and which we are at 
a loss to imagine how a man like More could 
have brought himself to make and to suggest— 
that*because property is so unequally divided 
among mankind, it should therefore be totally 
annihilated. He cannot think, " that as long as 
there is any property, and while money is the 
standard of all other things, a nation can be 
governed either justly or happily, and he ex- 
presses his agreement with Plato, and does not 
wonder that he resolved not to make any laws 
for such as would not submit to a community of 
all things." Aristotle, ages ago, and others 
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since his time, have written upon this subject ; 
and in this age of the world it is surely unne- 
cessary to argue out a matter which has been 
frequently discussed, or to point out to the 
reader how that property is an institution of 
God himself, and one great means which He 
uses for the improvement and civilization of his 
creatures. Raphael, however, quotes the Uto- 
pians as having a constitution, of which perfect 
equalization of property was one distinguishing 
characteristic, and declares that they are so 
happy a people, that after spending five years 
with them, he was so dehghted that he would 
never have left them, had it not been that ,he 
desired to make known his discovery of that 
new world to the inhabitants of Europe. He 
declares them to have been a nation of so great 
antiquity, that " they had towns among them 
before these parts were so much as inhabited." 
They knew little of Europeans, and " called us 
all by a general name of the nations that lie 
beyond the equinoctial line ;" and their chronicle 
mentions, that about twelve hundred years 
before Raphael visited them, some Romans and 
Egyptians being shipwrecked on their coast, 
having got safe to shore, spent the rest of their 
days among them. From them they learned 
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many arts with which they had been before 
unacquainted. More then desires to be further 
informed with regard to these happy people, and 
Raphael expresses his perfect willingness to gra- 
tify his curiosity, but suggests that his descrip- 
tion of them is likely to occupy a considerable 
period of time. More, Peter, and Raphael, ac- 
cordingly go and dine, and they, after dinner, 
having returned to the same green bank, Ra- 
phael begins the description of Utopia, and the 
manners and actions of its inhabitants, which 
occupies the second book of More's work. 

The island of Utopia (the meaning of the 
word Utopia will be *'the place which has no 
existence/' and its capital Amaurot, or "the 
invisible city," is built upon the bank of the 
Anider, "or river without water,") is in the 
form of a crescent, about two hundred miles 
broad at its greatest breadth. Between its 
horns, as it were, is a sea eleven miles broad, 
which spreads itself into a large bay, coasted 
by about five hundred miles of land. It is 
reported to have formed originally part of the 
neighbouring continent, and was formerly called 
Abraxa, but derives its present name from 
Utopus, who, having conquered the island, 
brought rude and uncivilized inhabitants into 
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a happy and flourishing condition. There are 
fifty-four cities in the island, all large and well 
built, governed by the same laws and customs, 
and arranged as nearly in the same manner as 
the ground on which they stand will allow. 
The capital is Amaui'ot, which hes near the 
centre of the island, on the banks of the 
Anider. Each city has assigned to it twenty 
miles of soil in its immediate neighbourhood, 
on which are built farm-houses, well contrived 
and furnished with everything for country labour. 
" Inhabitants are sent by turns from these cities 
to dwell in these farms, and no country family 
has fewer than forty men and women in^it, 
besides two slaves. There is a master and 
mistress set over every family, and over every 
thirty famihes a magistrate. Every twenty of 
this family come back to the town after they 
have stayed two years in the country, and in 
their room there are other twenty sent from the 
town/' 

The reader will perceive a certain lack of 
sagacity in this arrangement: we can hardly 
imagine a State so constituted that every one, 
no matter what his usual trade or profession 
may be, is to be torn away from it, and every 
few years made to take his turn at the plough. 
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whether he like it or not. So Sir Thomas 
More appears to have thought, for he shortly 
afterwards adds : — 

" But though there is every year such a 
shifting of the husbandmen, that none may be 
forced against his mind to follow that hard 
course of life too long, yet many among them 
taste such pleasure in it, that they desire leave 
to continue many years in it." 

The produce of the soil, of course, belongs 
to the towns, and at harvest-time the country 
magistrates send to those in the towns, and tell 
them exactly how many hands will be required 
to •reap, " and the number they call for being 
sent to them, they commonly despatch it all in 
one day." When they want anything in " the 
country " which it does not produce, they fetch 
it from the town, without carrying anything in 
exchange for it, and the magistrates of the 
town take care to see it given them. 

The capital, Amaurot, is built upon the side 
of a hill, about sixty miles from the mouth of 
the Anider ; its form is nearly square, its build- 
ings are good, and so uniform, that a whole side 
of a street looks like one house. As no one 
possesses any property, every man may freely 
enter into any house whatsoever, and at the end 
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of every ten years the inhabitants shift their 
houses by lot. Every thirty famihes each year 
choose over themselves a magistrate, formerly 
called the syphogrant, but now the philarch, 
(the literal meaning of this word is '^foiid of 
ruling," — it is not improbable that Sir Thomas 
More may have written Phi/larch^ the name of 
an officer among the Athenians, signifying 
" captain of a tribe,'') and over every ten 
syphogrants, with the famiUes subject to them, 
another magistrate, formerly called the tranibore, 
but now the archphilarch. The syphogrants 
are two hundred in number, and by them the 
prince is elected out of a list of four, named 
by the people of the four divisions of the diy. 

The prince is elected for life, subject, however, 
to removal upon suspicion of any design to 
enslave the people; the tranibores are flewly 
chosen every year, but they are for the most 
part still continued in their office ; all the other 
magistrates axe only annual. 

The tranibores meet the prince every third 
day for consultation; and to them are added 
two syphogrants, who are changed every day ; 
and no Act can be passed with reference to any- 
thing that relates to the public till it has been 
three days debated in this council. 
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As a means of .protection for' the people 
against any plots on tlie part of the prince and 
the tranibores, every important measure is first 
sent to the syphogrants, who again communicate 
it to the families of their divisions, and having 
considered it among themselves, repeat the result 
to the Senate. 

On very great occasions, the matter is referred 
to the council of the whole island. They, more- 
over, have a rule to debate nothing on the day 
w^lien it is first proposed, in order that men may 
not rashly, and without due consideration for the 
public welfare, engage themselves too soon to a 
biassed opinion upon the subject in question. 

With regard to dress, the same sort of clothing 
is worn all over the island, without any other dis- 
tinction than such as is necessary for marking the 
difierfince between the two sexes, and between the 
married and unmarried. One great duty of the 
syphogrants is, to take care that no man lives in 
idleness, but follows his trade diligently ; yet 
they do not work as we do, from morning till 
night, as if they WTre beasts of burden ; but 
out of the twenty-four hours they set apart six 
for work, three of them before dinner; after 
that they dine, and interrupt their labour for 
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two hours, then work for the other three hours, 
and after that sup, and at eight o'clock, counting 
from noon, go to bed, and sleep eight hours. 

Some there are among them, who, if they 
appear to give promise of proficiency in learning, 
are privileged from labour by the syphogrants, 
and allowed to apply themselves to study ; and 
out of these are chosen their ambassadors, their 
priests, their tranibores, and the prince himself, 
who was anciently called their Barzenes, but 
now their Athemus. 

Each family is governed by its patriarch, and 
all the males descended from him live in the 
same house in obedience to him. Every city is 
divided into four parts, and in the middle of 
every part is the market-place, where each day 
all manufactures are laid out, and every father 
of a family goes thither and supplies hilnself, 
without any payment or any exchange, with 
whatever he may require for the necessities of 
himself or of those belonging to him. More- 
over, each town has four hospitals, built without 
the walls, which are the first served with pro- 
visions, and whatever else they may require, 
from the market-places ; this done, the common 
dining-halls are served, in which all eat together, 
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the elder with the younger, in order that the 
levity of the latter may be restrained within 
proper bounds. 

If a nian desire to travel over the country, he 
must obtain a passport from the prince which 
certifies the license for travelling, and limits the 
time of the traveller's absence, the voyager 
carrying no provisions of any kind with him, 
but being treated everywhere in every way as if 
he were at home. 

In their great council held at Amaurot every 
year, to which there are three delegates sent 
from every town, they inquire the state of each 
city with regard to provisions, and any one that 
may chance to be in want is supplied by the 
others. When the wants of the whole country 
are suppUed, and they have taken care to lay up 
stores for two years in case of any disaster, they 
then export the overplus to other countries. 
One-seventh of this they give to the poor of 
the countries to which they send, the rest they 
exchange for iron, gold, and silver; and with 
the treasure which they thus gain, they are wont 
in times of war to hire foreign soldiers, whom 
they are more willing to expose to danger than 
their own people. They have much gold and 
silver, upon which, however, they set so little 
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value that they make of the precious metals 
fetters and chains for their slaves, and adapt 
them in other ways to the lowest purposes. 
Pearls they find on their own coasts, diamonds 
and carbuncles in their own country, but they 
use them only for playthings for their own 
children ; and Raphael relates the impression 
made upon the Utopians during his stay among 
them by the appearance of the ambassadors of 
the Anemolians, who, having come arrayed in 
cloth of gold, and adorned with massive chjuns, 
ear-rings, and rings of gold, found themselves, 
to their great astonishment, looked upon as 
slaves, and treated with no reverence at all. 

With respect to their learning, though they 
had never heard the names of our great philo- 
sophers, yet they had made the same discoveries 
that the Greeks had, both in music, logic, arith- 
metic, and geometry. They understood astro- 
nomy, but care nothing for astrology, or, as Sir 
Thomas More terms it, " The cheat of divining 
by the stars, and by their oppositions or con- 
junctions/' As for moral philosophy, they seem 
to have the same disputes among them that we 
have here, and they incline to place the happi- 
ness of men chiefly, if not entirely, in pleasure. 
With regard to religion, they beheve that the 
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soul is immortal, and that God, of his goodness, 
has designed that it should be happy ; that He 
has, therefore, appointed rewards for good and 
virtuous actions, and punishments for vice, to 
be distributed after this life. 

The treatment of their sick will put the reader 
in mind of something that he may have met with 
in Sir John MaundeviQe. As long as there is any 
hope of recovery, everything is done which can 
possibly tend to increase the comfort and to 
promote the health of the patient. In the con- 
trary case, the priests and magistrates come and 
exhort the sick, that since they are now unable 
to go on with the business of life, and are be- 
come a burden to themselves and to all about 
them, so that they have really outUved them- 
selves, they would choose rather to die at once. 
Such as are wrought up by these kind persua- 
sions, either starve themselves to death, or take 
opium ; if, however, they prefer to outlive them- 
selves still longer, they receive just as much care 
and attention as ever. 

The Utopians appear also to be remarkable 
for chastity. Some curious, and we should call 
them most indelicate, customs seem to prevail 
among them, which are found under another 
form in Lord Bacon's " Atlantis ; '* nor will the 



•1 



296 NOTE ON PHILOSOPHICAL 

bridegroom accept his bride until he has first 
satisfied himself, as Barton, in his " Anatomy of 
Melancholy," tells us that Francis Sforza, Duke 
of Milan, did with regard to her whom he is 
about to marry. In the matter of divorce, the 
regulations of these islanders will remind the 
reader of Milton's notions, to which they are 
very similar, for they allow those who do not 
agree well together to separate by mutual con- 
sent, and to find out other persons with whom 
they may hope to live more happily. 

It is not a little curious to find Sir Thomas 
More, himself a lawyer, banishing lawyers from 
his "happy republic," as "a sort of people 
whose profession it is to disguise facts as well 
as to pervert laws." In his beau ideal of 
what a State should be, every man pleads 
his own cause, and leaves the issue to the judge. 
They have but a very small code, and every 
one is skilled in it ; it is but a short study, and 
the plainest meaning of which the words are 
capable is always the proper sense. So just are 
they, that many of those who live in their vici- 
nity have come to them and desired that they 
would send magistrates among them to be their 
governors; and this they have done, changing 
some of them every year, and some of them 
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every five years. Such States as have come 
with such a request, they call neighbours \ those 
whom they have more particularly assisted they 
call friends. War they detest as a very brutal 
thing; but they daily accustom themselves to 
military exercises, and train up even their women, 
too, in order that in cases of necessity they may 
not be quite useless in such seasons ; and their 
only design in ever engaging in war is : — 

"To obtain that by force which, if it had 
been granted to them in time, would have pre- 
vented the war ; or, if that cannot be done, to 
take so severe a revenge upon those who have 
injured them, that they may be terrified from 
doing the like in all time coming." 

Their method of carrying on war, however, is 
about the most atrocious that can well be con- 
ceived. They cause large placards to be affixed 
in all the public places in their enemy's country, 
in which they offer large rewards to such as will 
kill the prince, and they double the sum to him 
that, instead of killing him, shall deliver him 
alive into their hands ; and Raphael adds, that 
"the rewards which the Utopians offer are so 
unmeasurably great, that there is no sort of 
crime to which men cannot be drawn by them." 
If this method does not succeed, they try to sow 
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the seeds of contention among their enemies, 
or animate the king's brother, or some of the 
nobility, to aspire to the crown. If contention 
arise, they assist their party plentifully enough 
with money, but very sparingly with any aux- 
iliary troops, "for they are so tender of their 
own people, that they would not willingly ex- 
change one of them with the prince of their 
enemy's country." We have before said that 
they employ, to a great extent, mercenary 
soldiers, and these are drawn chiefly frotn the 
nation of the Zapolites, which lies five hundred 
miles eastward of Utopia. This is a rude, fierce, 
wild people, who are always willing to fight for 
the highest bidders; and as the Utopians can 
aiford to pay higher than any others, the Zapo- 
lites are ready to serve them against any people 
whatever. And certainly, in this ^jiatter, More's 
republicans hardly show to much advantage, for 
he specially says, that "they are not at all 
troubled how many of them soever happen to 
be killed," for they — 

" Reckon it a service done to mankind if they 
could be the means to deliver the world from 
such a lewd and vicious sort of people, that 
seem to have run together as to the drain of 
human nature." 
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" There are several sorts of religion, not only 
in different parts of the island, but even in 
every town ; some worshipping the sun, others 
the moon or one of the planets. Some worship 
such men as have been eminent in former times 
for virtue or glory, not only as ordinary deities, 
but as the supreme God; yet the greater and 
wiser sort of them worship none of these, but 
adore one eternal, invisible, infinite, and in- 
comprehfensible Deity; as a being that is 
far above all our apprehensions ; that is spread 
over the whole universe, not by bulk, but by 
power and virtue ; Him they call the Father of 
all, and acknowledge that the beginnings, the 
increase, the progress, the vicissitudes, and the 
end of all things come only from Him ; nor do 
they offer divine honours to any but to Him 
alone. And^ indeed, though they differ con- 
cerning other things, yet all agree in this, that 
they think there is one Supreme Being who 
made and governs the world, whom they call, 
in the language of their country, Mithras. They 
differ in this, that one thinks the God whom he 
worships is this Supreme Being, and another 
thinks that his idol is that God; but they 
all agree in one principle — that, whatever this 
Supreme Being is, is also that great Essence to 
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whose glory and majesty all honours are ascribed 
by the consent of all nations." 

Raphael, however, is a Christian, and when 
he made known the doctrines of the religion 
which he professed, " It is not to be imagined/' 
he says, "how inclined they were to receive it/' 
The law amongst the Utopians with reference 
to this matter, which law was made by Utopus 
himself, is that of universal toleration ; the only- 
severe statutes which they possess upon the 
subject being directed wholly and solely against 
atheists. Such men they look upon as unfit 
even for human society. They do not punish 
them, but they never advance them to any 
honours and dignities, or employ them in any 
public trust, and they despise them as men of 
base and ignoble minds. A calm and happy 
death they look upon as an evidence of good- 
ness and acceptance with God; an uneasy and 
unwilling death they, on the contrary, look upon 
with horror; the former they celebrate with 
hymns of joy, and with many glad ceremonies ; 
the latter they remember only "with sorrow, and 
pray to God that He will be merciful to the 
errors of the departed soul : they have, more- 
over, hermits among them, but they do not ap- 
pear to be held in very great esteem. 
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The priests are few in number — ^thirteen in 
every town, one for each temple in it. They 
are chosen by the people, and are consecrated 
by the college of priests. They have the care 
of all sacred things, and the worship of God, 
and an inspection into the manners of the 
people are committed to them ; and the punish- 
ment of all others most dreaded by the Utopians, 
is that of excommunication by the priest. 

The education of the young also forms a part 
of their duty. They have magnificent temples, 
but no images are found in them. The first 
and last day of every month and year are fes- 
tivals. On the last day they assemble in the 
temples and thank God for their good success 
during the year or month just ended, and the 
next day meet again to pray for a blessing upon 
their affairs during the year or month just 
begun. On these occasions all differences are 
made up between those who have been at 
enmity, for they believe they cannot offer their 
sacrifices acceptably so long as they are con- 
scious of any hatred or angry feeling in their 
hearts. The people present themselves in the 
temple in white garments, the priests in parti- 
coloured vestments. The service consists of 
prayers, and hymns, and praises, and thanks- 
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givings, very much after the fashion of our own 
services, and concludes with a petition that^ if 
such a wish may be entertained without dero- 
gating from His supreme authority, God will 
see fit to take them both easily and soon to 
Himself. 

And thus concludes the description of " The 
Happy Republic/' of which More observes in 
his own person, that " though he cannot agree 
in everything, yet there are many things in 
the Commonwealth of Utopia that he rather 
wishes than hopes to see followed in our Govern- 
ment," which words seem to bear out Bishop 
Burnet in his opinion, that the author "in- 
tended to set many notions in his reader's way, 
and that he might not seem too much in earnest, 
he went so far out all roads to do it the less 
suspected." There is much, to use Burnet's 
expression, of " rough and fierce philosophy ; " 
in some parts of the work there is cruelty and 
some immorality. There is a great want, too, 
of the interest which Plato excites in his philo- 
sophical dialogues, as well by his glowing lan- 
guage as by the greater dramatic action which 
he introduces. In fact, in these respects, but in 
no others, the Utopia is probably not equal to 
the New Atlantis of Lord Bacon. 
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Yet this important work derives still further 
importance from the fact that Sir Thomas More 
not only depicts what he considers should be 
the condition of a great and free country by his 
descriptions of Utopia, but he frequently speaks 
directly of his own, and many of his observa- 
tions will be held as applicable in some parts of 
our land even now, as they were in the days of 
Henry VIII. Take, for instance, what he says 
about sheep-farms. It is said that in the single 
reign of Henry VIIL, " seventy thousand thieves, 
great and small, suffered death for their crimes " 
— at all events, the English, at that time, were 
universally regarded as the most thievish nation 
in Europe. 

" ' But,' says Raphael, ' I do not think that this 
necessity of stealing arises only from hence ; there 
is another cause of it that is more peculiar to Eng- 
land.' * What is that ? ' said the cardinal. ' The 
increase of pasture,' said I, ' by which your sheep, 
that are naturally mild, and^easily kept in order, 
may be said now to devour men, and unpeople 
not only villages, but towns i for wherever it is 
found that the sheep of any soil yield a softer 
and richer wool than ordinary, there the nobility 
and gentry, and even those holy men the abbots, 
not contented with the old rents which their 
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farms yielded, nor thinking it enough that they, 
living at their ease, do no good to the public, 
resolve to do it hurt instead of good. They 
stop the course of agriculture, inclose grounds, 
and destroy houses and towns, reserving only 
the churches, that they may lodge their sheep in 
them ; and as if forests and parks had swallovred 
up too little soil, those worthy countrymen turn 
the best inhabited places into solitudes, for when 
any insatiable wretch, who is a plague to his 
country, resolves to inclose many thousand acres 
of ground, the owners, as well as tenants, turned 
out of their possessions by tricks, or by main 
force, or being wearied out with ill-usage, they 
are forced to sell them. So those miserable 
people, both men and women, married and un- 
married, old and young, with their poor but 
numerous families (since country business re- 
quires many hands), are all forced to change 
their seats, not knowing whither to go; and 
they must sell for almost nothing their house- 
hold stuff, which could not bring them much 
money, even though they might stay for a buyer. 
When that little money is at an end, for it wdll 
soon be spent, what is left for them to do, but 
either to steal, and so be hanged (God knows 
how justly!), or to go and beg? And if 
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they do this they are put in prison as idle vaga- 
bonds, whereas they would willingly work, but 
can find none that will hire them ; for there is 
no more occasion for country 'labour to which 
they have been bred, when there is no arable 
ground left. One shepherd can look after a 
flock which will stock an extent of ground that 
would require many hands if it were to be 
ploughed and reaped. This likewise raises the 
price of corn in many places. The price of 
wool is also risen, that the poor people, who were 
wont to make cloth, are no more able to buy it, 
and this likewise makes many of them idle ; for 
since the increase of pasture, God has punished 
the avarice of the owners by a rot among the 
sheep, which has destroyed vast numbers of 
them, but had been more justly laid upon the 
owners themselves. But suppose the sheep should 
increase ever so much, their price is not likely to 
fall, since, though they cannot be called a mono- 
poly, because they are not engrossed by one 
person, yet they are in so few hands, and these 
are so rich, that as they are not pressed to sell 
them sooner than they have a mind to it, so they 
never do till they have raised the price as high 
as is possible. And on the same account it is 
that the other kinds of cattle are so dear; and so 
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much the more, because that many villages being 
pulled down, and all country labour being much 
neglected, there are none to look after the breed- 
ing of them. The rich do not heed cattle as 
they do sheep, but buy them lean, and at low 
prices, and, after they have fattened them on 
their grounds, they sell them again at high 
rates. And I do not think that all the in- 
conveniences that this will produce are yet 
observed, for as they sell the cattle dear, so 
if they are consumed faster than the breeding 
countries from which they are brought can afford 
them, then the stock must decrease, and this must 
needs end in a great scarcity; and by these means, 
this, your island, that seemed, as to this particu- 
lar, the happiest in the world, will suffer much by 
the cursed avarice of a few persons ; besides that, 
the raising the price of corn makes all people lessen 
their families as much as they can ; and what 
can those who are dismissed by them do but 
either beg .or rob ? ' '' 

We quote the following as a very curious 
specimen of the table-talk of Sir Thomas More's 
guests, and as showing the liberties which were 
not unfrequently taken with the clergy : — 

"I do not know whether it be worth the 
while to tell what followed, for it was very ridi- 
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culous ; but I shall venture at it, for as it is not 
foreign to this matter, so some good use may be 
made of it. There was a jester standing by that 
counterfeited the fool so naturally that he seemed 
to be really one. The jests which he offered were 
so cold and dull, that we laughed more at him 
than at them, yet sometimes he said as it were 
by chance some that were not unpleasant, so as to 
justify the old proverb, ' that he who throws the 
dice often will sometimes have a lucky hit.' When 
one of the company had said that I had taken 
care of the thieves, and the cardinal had taken 
care of the vagabonds, so that there remained 
nothing but that some public provision might 
be made for the poor, whom sickness or old age 
had disabled from labour, * Leave that to me,' 
said the fool, * and I shall take care of them, for 
there is no sort of people whose sight I abhor 
more, having been so often vexed with them and 
their sad complaints ; but, as dolefully soever as 
they have told their tale to me, they could 
never prevail so far as to draw one penny 
of money from me; for either I had no mind 
to give them anything, or, when I had a mind 
to it, I had nothing to give them; and they 
now know me so well, that they will not 
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lose their labour on me, but let me pass without 
giving me any trouble, because they hope for 
nothing from me, no more, in faith, than if I 
were a priest. But I would have a law made for 
sending all these beggars to monasteries — ^the 
men to the Benedictines to be lay brothers, and 
the women to be nuns/ 

"The cardinal smiled, and approved of the 
jest ; but the rest liked it in earnest. There was 
a divine present who, though he was a grave, 
morose man, yet he was so pleased with the 
reflection that was made on the priests and 
monks that he began to play with the fool, and 
said to him, ' This will not deliver you from 
all beggars, except you take care of us friars/ 
' That is already done,' answered the fool ; ' for 
the cardinal has provided for you by what he 
proposed for the restraining vagabonds, and set- 
ting them to work ; for I know no vagabonds 
like you.' This was well entertained by the 
whole company, who, looking at the cardinal, 
perceived that he was not ill-pleased at it, only 
the friar himself was so bit, as may be easily 
imagined, and fell out in such a passion that he 
could not forbear railing at the fool, and calling 
him knave, slanderer, backbiter, and son of per- 
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dition, and cited some dreadful threatenings out 
of the Scriptures against him. Now the jester 
thought he was in his element, and laid about 
him freely. He said, * Good friar, be not 
angry, for it is written. In patience possess your 
soul/ The friar answered (for I shall give 
you his own words), 'I am not angry, you 
hangman; at least I do not sin in it. For 
the Psalmist says. Be ye angry and sin not.' 
Upon this the cardinal admonished him gently, 
and wished him to govern his passions. ' No, 
my lord,' said he, * I speak not but from a good 
zeal, which I ought to have, for holy men have a 
good zeal, as it is said. The zeal of thy house hath 
eaten me up. And we sing in our church, that 
those who mocked Elisha as he went up to the 
house of God felt the effects 6f his zeal, which 
that mocker, that rogue, that scoundrel, will per- 
haps feel' ' You do this, perhaps, with a good 
intention,' said the cardinal, * but in my opinion 
it were wiser in you, not to say better of you, not 
to engage in so ridiculous a contest with a fool.' 
' No, my lord,' answered he, ' that was not wisely 
done; for Solomon, the wisest of men, said, 
Answer a fool according to his folly, which I now 
do, and show him the ditch into which he will 
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fell, if he is not aware of it ; for if the many 
mockers of Elisha, who was but one bald man, 
felt the effects of his zeal, what will become of 
one mocker of so many friars, among whom there 
are so many bald men ? We have likewise a 
bull by which all that jeer us are excommuni- 
cated/ When the cardinal saw that there was 
no end of this matter, he made a sign to the fool 
to withdraw, and turned the discourse another 
way. And soon after he rose from the table, 
and, dismissing us, he went to hear causes/' 

From the specimens which have been given, 
the reader will probably regard the Utopia rather 
as a literary cmiosity than as a work of much 
practical value. It is inartistic in construction, 
ungraceful in style, and reflects more credit on 
its author for havftig dared to speak so plainly 
to a prince like Henry VTIL, than for any genius 
displayed in the work itself. 

The limits of this ^ note will not permit any 
examination of the Nova Atlantis of Lord 
Bacon, which may be considered as a copy, and 
not a very successful one, of the Utopia. It 
closes the chapter of what may be called con- 
structive romances. Of the prose satire — ^for 
so, notwithstanding its narrative form, the more 
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modern political romance may be denominated 
— ^the two most illustrious examples are Dean 
Swift's " Travels of Captain Lemuel Gulliver," 
and that which in these volumes is presented to 
the reader. 



END OF VOL. II. 
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THE AUTOBIOGRAPHY AND JOURNALS 

OP 

MISS KNIGHT, 

LADY COMPANION TO THE PRINCESS CHARLOTTE OF WALES, 

OONTAINIKG 

Memoirs of the Court of George the Third and of the Eegent, with Original 
Anecdotes of many of the most celebrated personages of the time. 

[/to March. 

In Two Vols. 8vo, 
THE 

HISTORY OF INDUSTRIAL EXHIBITIONS- 

By BLANCHARD JEBBOLD. 

%* This History of Indnstrial Exhibitions, compiled from special and 
authentic sources, will give a complete and comprehensiye narrative of the 
National and International Exhibitions of Industry, which have been held in 
this and other countries, from the first French National Exhibition in 1789 
to the present time. 

In One Vol. 8vo. 

THE FOOTSTEPS OF MARTIN LUTHER. 

By HEMBT MAYHEW, Esq. 
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In Two Yolumes post 8yo, price £1 Is. 

A HISTORY OF THE OPERA 

' IN 

ITALY, FRANCS, EUGLAND, GEBMAUT, mt BmSLM^ 

FROM ITS ORIGIN IN ITALY DOWN TO OUR OWN TIMES. 

By STTTEXBLAin) SBWASD8, JStq. 

%* Abounds wkk Anocdotas o£ distingniahad Political Pecgonages, as weU 
as of tbe great Mosical Composers and Singers. [In March. 



In One closely-printed Svo Yolome, price 128. 

A COURSE OF lATHEMATIGS, 

PUAE AND MIXED, 

More upeciaUif designed fir ifU use of Oamdxdastes for ike 

XILTTABY KlRTi GITIL SEXVTCir EXAVIVATICrVS; 

WITH A YABIKTT OF PROBLEMS IK, AITD PRAOTICAIi APPLIOATIOITS OF, 
TBB VOLLQWISa SOBJAOlia :. 

1. ALGEBKA, TIUGONQMBTBT, and MBNStJBAliIOIf. 

2. ANALYTICAL GEOMETRY (CONIC SECTIONS), STATICS, DYNA- 

MICS, and HYDROSTATICS. 

3. THE DIFFERENTIAL and INTEGRAL CALCULUS, with their appli- 

cations te the Higher Qeometry, Mechanici^, &c. &c. 

By J. R. YOUNG, 

LATE PBOFESSOR OF I^IATHEMATICS, BELFAST COLLEGE. 

The object of this work is to ftumish 
Cnudidates for the Military and Civil Service 
Examinations with such a^pxacticalknowledge 
of Pure and Mixed Mathematics, as may 
pvore most serviceahle to them in the course 
of liie ordealto which they are ahout to be 
snfajected. 'On such occasions a mere tlieo- 
xtrtical acquaintance with principles is by no 
means sufficient. It is also necessary that 
the youns: aspirant should have been trained 
by actual experiments, as it were, to the 
application of the abstract rules, the ennn« 
Clarion of which he has, otherwise, mastered 
only by an effort of memory. T«) assist hiru 
in thus gathering the fruits of liis intellec- 
tual industry, Mr. J. R. YouNo has devised 
a multitude of problems, of greater or less 
difficulty, in Algebra, Trigonometry, Men- 
suration, An^tical Geometry (Conic 



Sections), Statics, Dynamics, Hydrost^ei^ 
the Differential and Inten^l Calculus, with 
their applications to the Higher Geometry, 
Mechanics, &c. The chief pecuUarity of this 
work, however,i8 one that wiUreconunend it 
to a very lar^ class of students. The most 
difficult questions ararenderedcomparativeiy 
easy, by the piactioal simplificfitiona that uo 
introduced in their nuxle of solntiaiu. 
Instead of a pompons Bad puzzling diq^y oT 
technicHl phraseology, the utmost care lias 
* be«i tfiken to explain the most knot^r 
points in a plain, unaffected manner, intel- 
ligible to every ordinary capacity. In this 
respect, Mr. Young's "Course of Mathe- 
mMttcs]^ will be found to posses a deeided 
Bupericmly ov«r all preceding works <» the 
same subject. 

S_neady. 
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By SUTHEBLAND EDWABDS, Esq. 



lOndf. 



la Two Yolnmea piart iylo^ paso, ISlk. 

THE REPUBLIC OF FOOLS. 

TBANSLATED FEOM THE GERSLAS OF VON WEILAND. 

By the Bey. HENR7 CHRISTMAS. 

[In February, 



IiL Ona YoL 12iiio.. 
A POPULAR HISTO&T QF INDIA. 

Brongjbt down, ta tha present IHme. By J. W. Kate, Esq., Author of the 
** History of th&Af^rhon -Wax." 

A SMALLER ROMANIZED HINDUSTANI DICTIONARY. 

By DuNCAir Fobbbs, LL.D. 



THE ICHWAN-OOS-SAFFA, in HINDUSTANI. 

V^th the essential Towel Points and Punctuation. By Duhqan Fobbbs, LL.Ih. 

Boyal 8vo. [/» March. 

A GRAMMAR OF THE BENGALI LANGUAGE. 

By DuHOfcH Fobbbs> LL.D, '{Nearly reauSfy^ 

A GRAMMAR OF THE ARABIC LANGUAGE. 

By DnnoAJi Fobbbs^LLD. 

A GRAMMAR OF THE PERSIAN LANGUAGE. 

With Beading Lessons and a Yocabulazy. By Btjhcah Fobbes, LL.D;r 
Third Edition, greatly enlaiged^ Eoyid Svo. I2s. 6d. 

A GRAMMAR of the CHINESE LANGUAGE, in ENGLISH. 
* By Lioir wr Bosnt. In royal 8va. [J^maiy rmiy^ 
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STANDARD WORKS. 

♦ 

In One Vol. 8vo, bound in cloth, price 18s. 6d. 
THE 

ILLUSTRATED HORSE-DOCTOR; 

BSmO AK AOOTJBATS AND DETAILS]) ACCOUNT, 

Aeoompanied by more than 400 Pictorial Bepreaentatioiui, 

CHARACTERISTIC OP 

THE VARIOUB DIETEASEB TO WHICH THE EQITINE RACE ABE 
SUBJECTED; 

TOGETHER WITH THE LATEST MODE OF TREATMENT, 

AND 

Al-l-THE REQUISITE PRESCRIPTIONS, 

WRITTEN IN PLAIN ENGUSH. 

By EDWARD MAYHEW, M.R.C.V.S., 

AUTHOR OF THE "hoRSE's MOUTH;** "dOQS: THEIR MANAGEMENT;" EDITOR 
OF "bLAINE'S VETERINARY ART," ETC., ETC. 



**A Book which thovM he in the possesiion of all who Jeeep Horses.** 



" In order to make a good hook two things 
are essential— an author competent to treat 
the subjecc he takes in hand, and apublisher 
spirited enough to give the writer a loose rein 
in the production of his work— that is, 
liberality in allowing him all means and 
appliances for rendering it a masterpiece. 
The publishers of "The Illustrated Horse- 
Doctor" deserve the highest credit and the 
greatest success for giving the world this 
admirable volume in its present costly shape. 
Its intrinsic merit deserves every peunv 
which has been spent upon it, and, inasmuch 
as we have never seen a book brought out 
with better taste or finish, the cost of its 
production must have been very serious. 
No one with the least equine knowledge can 
require to be told that Mr. Mayhew is the 
man for the task which he has undertaken, 
and most satisfactorily accomplished. His 
high reputation in the veterinary art, and 
his qualification as a practised writer on 
domestic animals, render him the very person 
for supplying an intelligent and interestinc^ 
work on the diseases of the horse, which 
would be devoid of mere professional tech- 
nicalities, whilst, at the same time, his skill 
as a draughtsman, and humour as a witty 



observer of life, enabled him to illustrate 
with his pencil what he had written with his 
pen. We advisedly say that " The Illustrated 
Horse-Doctor" is the very best book of the 
kind which we know; and what gives it an 
especial chnrm is, that the author so tho- 
roughly sympathizes with the noble animal 
which lie describes. Without pretending to 
go into any analysis of this valuable work, 
we at once pronounce it as scientific, yet 
intelligible, informing, yet highly amusing ; 
acceptable to the profound horse-doctor, 
jet the work of all others for the bookshelves 
m every gentleman's sanctum ; admirable in 
every way as a practicable treatise on a very 
important subject, which it elevates altoge- 
ther out of the region of quackery; and the 
tone is so learned, yet easy; so close to 
business, yet gentleman • like, that the 
dedication to Sir Benjamin seems as much 
in its place as if it faced a surgical work on 
the diseases or wounds of man. We give it 
our unqualified approbation and recommend- 
ation."— ^ra, July 15, 1860. 

" This admirable and comprehensive trea- 
tise will be of priceless value to a large 
section of the community. It is; by far, the 
best manual of Veterinary Art we have ever 
IContinuedoH next page. 
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THE ILLUSTRATED HORSE-DOCTOR-(^<»^«'«<i). 



8een» and is vritten in bo popular a fashion, 
and is so free from anything approaching 
technical phraseology, that its precepts 
cannot fail to he comprehended oy even 
those who are comparatively uninstructed 
in the mysteries of Veterinary science. The 
Tolume only requires to he known to ensure 

Jnrchasers." — Glasgow Morning Journal, 
uly 4, 1860. 

"This most valaahle hook should he in the 
hands of ever;^ one who uses and cares for 
lis horse. It is written in the most careful 
and scientillc manner, yet in the simplest 
language and specially designed for non- 
professional readers. Illustrated hy draw- 
ings, descriptions of the various stages and 
aspects of disease, and giving the latest and 
liest modes of treatment, it cannot fail to 
meet that reception from the puhlic, which 
the publishers, for its production, so richly 
deserve.**— y^WewAoW Gazette. August 11, 
1860. 

" Many years ago the writer of these lines 
was incidentally 'read up' in horse-Utera- 
ture, and a good deal in the way of sporting 



people. His reading and observation in 
that way have been very pleasantly recalled 
hy this model book. We need not waste 
words about this admirable volume— manual, 
we were going to say, but it is more of an 
armful than a handtul. It is quite beyond 
praise of oars in its completeness and 
general excellence, concemea as it is our 
h)t to be with the study instead of the steed. 
But we showed it to a frit- nd of ours (living 
at Horsleydown) who spends his mornings at 
Tattersalls, and his afternoons at the 
Alhambra, and his evenings at Astley's, and 
his criticism was conveyed in these emphatic 
words. *' Sir," said he, (his name is Ryder,) 
"it is the Buchan's Domestic Medicine of 
the stable; the mantle of Bucephalus has 
fallen upon Mr. Mayhew." Every way the 
work is interesting, and it is beautifully got 
up ; tlie paper and print being the best we 
have seen for some tatit.**— Illustrated Times, 
September 8, 1860. 

" Mr. Mayhew is not only master of his 
subject, but knows how to teach others to 
master it also.*'- flow* Nevssfor India. 



In One Vol. 8vo, price 16s. bound in cloth. 

THE HISTORY OF CHESS, 

7B01I THE TIME 07 THX 

EABLY INVENTION OF THE GAME IN INDIA, 

TILL THE PERIOD 07 

ITS ESTABLISHMENT IN WESTERN AND CENTRAL EUROPE. 
By DUNCAN FORBES, LL.D. 

*#* Containing, from Oriental Sources, a correct description of the Cha- 
•ruRANOA, or Primeval Gkime of the Ancient Hindus. Also, a full Explanation 
of the Theory and Practice of the Shathanj, or Mediaeval Game, as played by 
the Persians, the Arabs, and the Europeans, down to the beginning of the 
Sixteenth Century of our era. The whole illustrated with numerous Notes 
and Diagrams. To which is added an Appendix, containing Essays and Dis- 
cussions on the Game from various sources. 



This is, perhaps, the best book on Chess 
that has yet been written — the best because 
the most comprehensive. Professor Forbes 
has had the advantaee of following numerous 

Sioneers in the mfflcult paths of Chess 
iscorenTf and, by putting this and that 
scrap of information together, he has com- 
pilea a book which, by giving all sides of the 
question, enables the reader to draw his own 
conclusions, and form his own judgment, with 
respect to the infinite variety of theories 
which have been broached as to the origin 
and progress of Chess. 
No one need be frightened from a perusal 



of this work bv the idea that it denls with 
dry details. The stories of the invention of 
Chess nmong the Hindoos have an interest 
in themselves apart from the Question of 
their truth and reliability, and the steps by 
which the Chaturanga, of Hindostan, are 
traced to the Shatnanj of the Persians and to 
the modem Chess, must be highly enter- 
taining even to those who take httle or no 
interest in the game. To the Chess-player, 
Professor Forbes's work wiU be found indis- 
pensable, as containing all that is known of 
the rise and progress of the game, from the 
earliest ages to the present time. 



« Wac. H. AMjman k Co. 

In Cbe V'di ftpo, diO^, ime 1 4b. 

ESSAYS, POLinCAL AND MILITAEI, 

WRITTEN IN INDIA. 
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%* OonoBiiTf.— lOIztery Defence o£ our induoi Smpsise— Wixltea m 
tB44. Tke Kiogdom of Onde— Written m 184$. MafaraMa Hiitory «id 
2im»re— Written in 1845. Lord Hacdinge'B IncBaa Adrnxmrtcstion — ^Wrxt- 
«Bn ia 1847. Tbe ladian Azmj— Written ia 16^-6. Axsqr SfiiaEBft*- 
Wdtftea in 1866. 
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HISTORY 
THE BRITISH EMPIRE IN INDIA. 

By EDWABD THORNTOlf, Esq, 

■Containing a oopiaasOlonarj of Indian Terms, and a eomplete CSutntolofifial 
Isidez fil Erendifl, to aid tke aqurant lor FnUic TgygLmMMrfi^it^ 



In Six Yolfi. 8^70« prioe £2 Ss. 

THE LIBRARY EDITION 

OF TEl& above, 

Ulutrated Isy Kapi, fAkewiBg the FomeninHi ti tke gast India ODiymj , 
at WBsdffnM pedods, way atOi te liai. 

*'Mt. Thanitfln is naBter ef a style of I before jihe jeye ^of tke je aflw itoe e wnin wMi T i 

cteatpenpicnityand vifomr.aUrajrs interim- he x^ten, is ranarkdbte; and if tiie teMr- 

tQg,«Bdfie<^EMB%n8aigtiktoeloQneiiee. His I led^e «f India caa be smaie iinwilii. ve 

fowBTof jMtt&tiii(cbBiaGtiraAd«f2»iDging | rT-^li nnjhinintlin pimtn rUmitif^ Thaoi 
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GAZETTEER OE INDIA. 
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WITiS OirOTlS^ MJLE«Iir^Ii ft^Ffifi.Elir<:i££i, AiTD MAP. 

Bj EDWASD TSOENTQ^, Esq. 

%« HbD «ye{ «l^8Gteinira0ir3n.o(n93laBg1iu 

lift. To fix the Teitt&we pofdtion of 1;he Tarioas cities, towns, and Tillages^ 
with as much precision as possible, amd to exhibit with the greatest prac- 
ticable brevity all that is known respecting them ; and, 
Jadlf'. To note ibe ^vtMrious countries, prormoes, or territorial idi^Tamona, ftUd to 
describe the physical characteristics of each, together with their statisti- 
cal, social, and political circumstances. 
. 'lb ithiBBe are added sninnte ^soiptions of the p ch i clpsil jivem and duSns 
of mountains ; thus jiresenting to the reader, within a brief compass, a mass 
of information whidh camtot ol^erwise be oN»ined, except from a multipli- 
city of -?olumeB siid manoscript records. The work, in Aart, may be re- 
garded as an epitome of all that has been written and published respecting 
the territories under the government or political superintendence of the British 
power in India. 

Complete in One doBely-printed 8vo Tohime, pnoe £1 Is. 

A GAZETTEER OP INDIA, 

AtniAffsd from tiio ahow. 



Third Edition, with Map, post 8vo, ^sioSkj 'Sb. 

THE HAOT)-BOOK OF BfilTlSH INDIA; 



A Chxide to the Straaufer, &e S^vellor, the Bei 

hffvo bnnoiess witli, or appertainiiig, to 

By S, H. 63K)OQ|UMiEB, Esq. 



«&d all who may 



*«* Comprehends erery class 'of informa- 
tion valuable to the traveller, the stadent, 
and those whose husiness or indination mav 
carry them to India. It embraces a bri^ 
history of British India, its prodnctioM, 
manufactures, and commerce; its animHl 
and vegetable kingdom; ooina, weights, and 
measures: the -asf^es of JlxigU)-Indian 
society; the sports, institutions, colleges, 
vndrolieiounocieties; the mode of txavelfing 
1^ land; seH, and river; tLescription of the 
armies, civil aernoe8,navy, and eodbnastical 
«8tabliihment8 ; the reouisite outfits of 
(•writers, cadets, Mies, fcc.; 1^ Tarioas 
coutes to India : an Itinerary of the princi* 



pal pOaces, such as Calcutta, Madras, Bombay 
AjgrsL, TkSbiy Hyderabad, Dacca, Cawapore, 
the Punjab, the Eastern Islands, Ceylon, 
Boishmir, and all the Hill Stations; the 
progresB of improvement in railvrays, canals, 
anathe electric telegraph ; togetht-r with a 
vast vaitety of misitdlanoom iaformation, 
fhe result Of much researdi and personal 
experience; nor are the inipartant coudder- 
atHms ef pay tmd aDowancea.faiioughvnd 
retiin^ rates, omitted ; ai^ grentpains have 
been taken to couvey an aeoutafae siotion of 
the rdative qualities of the dimates of dif- 
ferent localitie8,'bycitii^:dxe thennaBBfilrical 
and bazometriciai '''"~ 
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In 8to, with Map, price 58. 
EMiaRATION TO BBTTISH INDIA; 

FrofiUble Investments for Joint-Stock Companies and for Emigrants who pos- 
sess capital ; Employment for Intelligent and Enterprising Yonng Men ; 
ample SnppUes of Cotton, Silk, Sugar, Kice, Indigo, Tobacco/ and other 
Tropical Prodnctions : increased Demand for Mannfactnred GK>ods ; Super- 
seding of Slavery; Openings for liissionary and Educational Societies; Em- 
ployment for Twenty Millions of Hindoo Labourers upon upwards of One 
Hundred Million Acres of Fertile Land in British India which is naw 
Waste and Unproductive. By Edwabd West, of Wanington. 



In One handsome Volume, royal 8vo, with Coloured Illustrations and laige 
Map, price £1 16s. 

LADAEH, PHYSICAL, STATISTICAL, and HISTORICAL. 

With Notes of the Surroimding Countries. 
By Alrxahdxb CvNimraHAif, Brevet-Major, Bengal Engineers. 



In royal 4lo, price £2 2s. 
TRAVELS IK WESTERN INDIA; 

Embracing a Visit to the Sacred Mountains of the Jains, and the most cele- 
brated Shrines of Hindu Faith, between Bajpootana and the Indus, with 
an Account of the Ancient City of Nehrwalla. By the late Lieut. -Col. 
James Todd. 
*«* This work is beautifully illustrated, and is a companion to the Author's 

*^ History of Eajasthan." 



Post 8vo, cloth,['price 7s. 
INDIA AND EUROPE COMPARED. 

Being a Popular View of the Present State and Future Prospects of our Eastern 

Continental Empire. 

By Lieut. -Gen. John Briggs, F.R.S., of the Madras Army. With Map. 



In 4to, price £2 2s. 
GLOSSARY OF JUDICIAL AND REVENUE TERMS, 

And of useful Words occurring in Official Documents relating to the Adminis- 
tration of the Government of British India, from the Arabic, Persian, 
Hindustani, Sanscrit, Hindi, Uriya, Maratha, Guzarathi, Telugoo, Kar- 
nata, Tamil, Malayalim, and other Languages. By H. H. WiLsos, 
M.A., F.R.S., &c. 
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In royal 8yo, with Folio Atlas of Maps and Plates, half -bound, price £2 2s. 
GEOLOGICAL PAPERS ON WESTERN INDIA, 

Inclnding Gntch, Sinde, and the South -East Coast of Arabia; to which is 
added, A Summary of the Oeology of India generally, edited for the 
Government. By Henry J. Cartbr, Assistant-Surgeon, Bombay Army, 
Bombay, 1857. 

In royal Svo, price £2 2s. 

A GAZETTEER OF SOUTHERN INDIA, 

With the Tenasserim Provinces and Singapore. "Compiled from Original and 
Authentic sources, accompanied by an Atlas, including plans of all the 
principal Towns and Cantonments. Madras, 1855. 

In royal 8vo, price 12s. . 

DIRECTIONS FOR REVENUE OFFICERS IN THE NORTH- 
WEST PROVINCES OF THE BENGAL PRESIDENCY. 

Regarding the Settlement and Collection of the Land Kevenue, and the other 
duties connected therewith. Promulgated under the authority of the 
Hon'ble the Lieut. -Governor. Calcutta, 1858. 



In 2 vols. Svo, price 12s. 

A CATALOGUE OF THE BIRDS IN THE MUSEUM AT 
THE INDIA OFFICE. 

By Thomas Horsfield, M.D., and Frederic Moore. 



In 2 vols. 8vo, price, plain, £1 ; coloured, £2. 

A CATALOGUE OF LEPIDOPTEROUS INSECTS IN THE 
MUSEUM AT THE INDIA OFFICE. 

By Thomas Horsfield, M.D., and Frederio Moore. 



The 53rd Edition, in roy. Svo, price lOs. 
LUNAR AND HORARY TABLES, 

For New and Concise Methods of performing the calculations necessary for 
ascertaining the Longitude by Lunar Observations or Chronometers; 
with directions for acquiring a knowledge of the principal Fixed Stars^ 
and finding the Latitude by them. By David Thomson. 
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nSW 8XAR TABLES, 

Adapted for Pnoik»l PnrpoBes for twenty-two yeuB, commaieing Janoaiy, 

1841. ftr the g» trf Itmamn, Amnteig Alwiin lie, jaaroroneter 

Mtkam, Ice. Willi an Appendix, ^riiiefa, tcgdAm^ ^entaki nfi «he prin- 
s^fBoUene lor dehrowning the Latitude and lon^knie nt Sen, with 
aereral Tables and RxempllficationB to render them ol ^bnlyjMd fonepeo- 

tiTe utility. 

Innj. 8to, price 88. 6d. 

A COICPLETE SET OF TRA¥£fiSE TABLES; 

^Showiitg the difEerenoes ol Iiatitnde, and the departures to eve^r minute of 
liie X^uadrant, and to five planes of Deeamais ; togeflmr wiSi a Ta^le^f 
the lengths m eacoi -degree of Iddatude and ooircspendanK asfffOB tif Lon- 
gitude, from the Squaior to the Utiles; witii oiflnr IMbJes useful to the 
Surveyor and Civil Engineer. 3y Major-G^eneral J. T. Boileav, Bengal 

Engineers. 

In 12mo, clofli, price 7b. 6d. ' 

THE C0H6UMMATI0K. 

Bj boiLis HvTTcnr, F.t}.S., tJapt., ItengalJlxmy. 
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Second Edition of 

THE CHB0N0L0G7 OF CREATION; 

Or^GEOLOaYANDSCEIPTUEEJREOONCILED, fivo, doth, lOs. fid. And 

I8BAEL: 

IN THE PAST, THE PRESENT, AND THE FUTUEE; 

Or, Lectures on the Bestoration of the Jews. 12mo, cloth, 8s. 6d. 



In 8vn, price lOs. 
Tins EAST IMDIA €ALCnLATItt^ 

Or, Tables for mwisfcrng Oompntation of Batta, Interert, Oommission, Bent, 
Wages, &c., in Indian Money. By Thomas Thornton, M.R.A.S. 
%* This WoA contains copious Tables of the Exchanges between London, 
Calcutta, Madras, and Bombay, and of the Relative Value of Coins current 
in Hindostan, Tables of the Weights of India and China, with their resi)ec- 
tive proportions, &c. ; also an Account of the Moneys, Weights, and Mea* 
sures of India, China, Persia, Arabia, Idc., cftOected fnun the best sources. 

In post 8svo, priee 5s. 

0FIKI0K8 OF THE INDIAN AEM7. 

By Colonel JoHV SruraaLmMoDOBGii, Bengal Ajsdj, iteigadiar, late 
commanding the Punjab Irregular Force. 
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Jn port 8to, pdoe 5b. 
Jl FOFULMt ACCOUHT OF THE THUGS ANB DMIOITS 

The Hereditary Qarotten and Gang-Bobbers ol India. 

By Jajeib HuzTOir. 

"To those who hare never read the extra- *' The information is ample, and it is con« 

ordinary huioiiy of Thnnfaiam -Ihis mSO. T»e ' ' ' ' " 

an acceptable and deemy-interestiug ?o- 



▼eyed in so pleasant -and pamuUur a manner, 
that the majority of our readers will find no 
other fiiult with the volume than ihat it is 



In 2 vols. Sto^ price l^s. 

A JOTONAL OF TWO TEAE8' TRAVEL IK PEfiSIA, 

CETLON, &c. 

By &XBBBT JL W. JBDartHCi, Esq.^ Madias CSvil Serrice. 



In post Syo, price 5s. 
TSIBET, TASTABT, AHD MONGOLIA; 

Their Social and PoSitieal Oondition, and ihe BeSigion el Boodh, as there 
fgJiHtnng CSompUed from the Beports of Ancnent and Modem TrayeUeBB, 
espedaUy froHi M. Hnc's Beminiscences of the leoeot Jonmey of himself 
vnd M. Gabet, Lazarist Missionaries of Mongolia. BjExsby T. Pbik- 
SIP, Esq. 

5 vols. 8vo, with Portrait, Map, ice, £6 10s. 

The DESPATCHES, MINUTES, and CORRESPONDENCE 
«f Jte MARQUIS WELLESLEY, K.O. 

jOnring ids Admiiiistarstion in India. 



8vo, cloth 10s. 6d. 
THE INDUS AMD ITS PROVINCES; 
Their Foliitioid aad Oommezdal iaaportaaioe. % W. P. AxEwsfr, 



8yo, cloth, 10s. 6d. 

MEMOIR OF THE EUPHRATES VALLEY ROUTE TO 
INDIA. 

With Official Gorrespondenee asifL Maps. By W. P. Andrew, Esq., F.B.G.S. 



PmbUthed J-ammry 1, imdJvZy 1. Price ^. eadi. 

THE INDIAN ARMY AND CIVIL SERVICE LIST, 

Issued by erder df the Becietaiy of State for laidia in OevmdL 
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WORKS BY DUNCAN FORBES, LL.D. 



IN THE ORIENTAL CHARACTERS. 

(USIP nr THS OOVIRNXKNT COLUGSS AlTD SCHOOLS IH Iin>IA.) 

Dictionary^ Hindustani-English^ and English- 
Hindustani. 

Second Edition, greatly enlarged, and revised throngbont. By D. Forbks, 
LL.D. In one volume royal 8vo, price, in cloth, £2 2s. ; or half-botind 
£2 58. 6d. 

*«* This editkra of Dr. Forbet's Dictionanr contains a greater number of words, with their 
eziHaoations, than are to be found in any other dictionary in the language ; and here for the 
llrst time the whole of the Hindee words have been printed in the Derauagari as well as the 
Persian characters. 

Orammar of the Hindustani Language^ in the 
Oriental and Roman Characters. 

"With nnmerons Copper-plate Illustrations of the Persian and Devanagari 
Systems of Alphabetic Writing. To which is added, a Selection of Easy 
Extracts for reading, and a Vocabulary. By Duncan Forbes, LL.D. 
8vo, cloth, 10s. 6d. 

Hindustani Manual. 

I n the Roman or English Characters. A Pocket Companion for those who 
visit India in any capacity, consisting of a compendious Grammar, 
Exercises, Dialogues on FamiUar Subjects, and a Vocabulary. By Duncan 
FoBBES, LL.D. A New Edition, revised throughout. 18mo, price 
8s. 6d. 

Bagh-o-Bahar; in Hindustani. 

With the essential vowel-points and punctuation marked throughout ; to which 
is added, a Vocabulary of all the words occurring in the Text. By Duncan 
Forbes, LL.D. Eoyal 8vo, cloth, 12«. 6d. 

\* Cadet3 and Assistant-Surgeom have to pass an examination in the Bagh-o-Bahar 
(Persian character) in India. 

The Baital Pachisi; 

Or the Twenty-five Tales of a Demon. A new and corrected Edition, with a 
Vocabulary of all the words occurring in the Text. By Duncan Forbes^ 
LL.D. Eoyal 8vo, 9s. 

*«* Cadets and Assistant-Surgeons have to pass an examination in the Baital Paehisi (De- 
tanagari Character) in Itidia. 
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Bagh-o-Bahar; in English. 

With Notes illostratiYe of tHe Manners, Cnstoms, and ideas of the Natives of 
India. A New Edition, revised and corrected throughout. By Punoak 
FoBBSS, LL.D. Svo, cloth, 8s. 

Tota-Eahani; 

Or Tales of a Parrot. In Hindustani. ANewEdition, with the vowel-points, 
&c., carefully marked, and accompanied by a Vocabulary of all the words 
occuring in the text. By Duncan Fobbes, LL.D. Royal 8vo, cloth, 8s. 

Oriental Penmanship; 

An Essay for facilitating the Reading and Writing of the Ta'lik Character, as 
generally used in the East in Persian and Hindustani Manuscripts and 
Printed Works. By Duncan Fobbes, LL.D. . 4to, cloth, 8s. 

Orammar of the Persian Language ; 

With Reading Lessons and a Vocabulary. By Duncan Fobbes, LL.D. Royal 
8vo, 12s. 6d. 



IN THE ROMAN OR ENQUSH CHARACTERS. 



A Dictionary: Hindustskni-English^ and 
English-Hindustani. 

In the Roman or English Characters. By Duncan Fobbes, LL.D. Royal 
8vo, price £1 16s. 

The Bagh-o-Bahar^ 

With a Vocabulary of all the Words occurring in the Work. In the Roman or 
English Characters. By Duncan Fobbes, LL.D. 12mo, price 5s. 

Hindustani Manual. 

In the Roman or English Characters. A Pocket Companion for those who 
visit India in any capacity, consisting of a compendious Grammar, 
Exercises, Dialogues on FamiHar Subjects, and a Vocabulary. By Duncan 
Fobbes, LL.D. A New Edition, Revised throughout. 18mo, price 
3s. 6d. 
Db. Fobbes*s Wobes abe now used in the Colleges and Goyebnhent 
Schools in India. 
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MILITARY WORKS. 

flint's gocket ^Man ^^^^^ Hu ^n%nni;« 



yoA, Is. 2d^ 

Field Exercises and Evolatlons of Infeoitry. 

As revised hf Her Majesty'&Comiiuuid. 1859. With Flstos. 



Past I. Beerniiraiidr Sqmul DiilL I IT. Lif^t bifantey Brifl. 

U. Companj DrilL I Y. FoimatioiM and Moremoiti of Uie 

m. Yonoatian. and Erolntunis of a I Brigade or Line. 

BattattM. I TL] 



^e Pocket Sditioii, by Authority, price Is. bound and dasped ; or By 
post, Is. 2d. 

Manual of Artillery Exercises. 

Dated Horse Guards, Ist January, 1860. With Plates. 

CONTADrS — 

Light and Medium Gtm DrilL I ArtOIeiy. 

The Service of Heavy Ordnance. Instmotions in the Caie and Use of Arm- 

Carbine Exercise for the Aoyal Regiment of | strong FLeLd Gons. 



The Pocket Edition, by Authority, price Is. bound and clasped ; 
or by post. Is. 2d. 

The Queen's Regulations and Orders for the Amqr^ 

Dated Adjutant-Gfeneral's Office, Horse Guards, 1st December, 1859. 
Bi post 8to, price 2s. 6d. ; or, by XMJst, 2s. 8d. 

A Companion to the New Rifle Musket. 

Comprising Practical Information on the cleaning and management of 
Arms, and on the making of Cartridges. With Illustrations. By S. 
Bertram Browne, late First Class Instructor of Musketry, School •£ 
Musketry, Hythe. Second Edition, witiii Additions. 
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The Pocket Edition, by AutiMrilEj^ pnas %. 6d. bound and clasped ; 
arl9PQii»3B.ad. 

Manual of IfiJitarj Laaiv 

VoB aQ Bndu ee tite Amjs Ji^fiiS aoA YatoBto^ 

Camgaamng, an. aoooimt of tiie Constitution, Composition, and Bneednze 
<^ Cearta-flMBfaial ;. and tk Detail of the Cnmea that may 1m iEmd and tiA 
Sl Mtaaaw that maybe awarded} by each deaoriptioa of Gowpt. J~ 
of -ttr Ptaotine and ProcBchirs of Coarte of Ibqnizy, and a lAoit ] 
cirtift Laar o£ E^ddaoDce. To whiA ia added^ an: Abatraeft of ttorActa '{_ 
jmif t&e yeimtteer Fosse. An. aoeonnt of the Iaw lelatins te Baerniting;. 
Aad & Bevnw of tile jDutuss^ Obligations, and' Idabiliiiraa of Sofifira»t» CisFift* 
ians and the CSyiI Fewer ;. ^ the Duties of CS.TiQan8 tdwaxde Hbe IBSSbKrj;; 
and of the Legal Bights, Privileges, and Exemptions of Soldiers. By Colonel 
J. E. PiPON, Assistant Adjutant-General at Head Quarters. And J. F. CoL- 
USR^ Baq., of tiie Inner Temple, Bairistar'et-LaTr. 

HoBSB QoAXDW.VUh October, 1860. 

His Boyal HighnsM, ilia General Comm«Bdin9>4a-Ghief, hat been pleased to aanction the 

publication of'* A ICunial iif MSlitary Law," hj Colonel Plpoir, AaaiatBBt Adjutant-General 

to.the Soicea, wfaidi he eonmdezB wiU. be a nuwt us^l addition to the books reqniied by 

"^ ""' to be in poMeanon of tiie Officera of the Arnj;— it containa mndi inatnictiTe 

(Signed) J. ToBxa seAXX.XTT, A ^ n tmni Q m u»% L 



Pocket Edition, uniform with the above, price 3s. 6d.^ bound and clasped ; 
or, by post, 3s. 8d. 

A Hsotd-Book Diettcmaix 

For the Militia and Yolunteer Servicee; including am Epitome of the 
Dutiea of all Banks, and of the Interior Economy of a Begim^it of Artfllery 
Militia ; Regulations for Oiganizing the Officers' Mess ; Definitiona of Mili- 
tary and Technical Terms Applied' in Fortification and Artillery ; or used in 
Quarters, Camps, and Campaigning, Bout Marching, proceeding by Bail and 
Bead, and embarking- the Borses, Billeting, Conveyance, and Embarking of 
Baggage. Qualifications, Tactical and Legal, required of Officers on Appoint- 
ment to, and Promotion in^ Begiments of Artillery and InfEiaitry Ifilitia. 
With a variety of other useful ii^ormation on Military Subjects ; compiled 
from works published under official and other competent autiiority. By 
LiJBut-Ccdonel Pbroy Scott, Commandant, Isle of Wight Artilleiy Killtia. 

In post 8vo, price 8s. ; or by poet, 8&. 4d. 

Adfice to Officers iaoL Isdla. 

By John M'Cosh, M.D., late of the Bengal Medical Sta£ 



*' To yoone officers going out to India, Dr. 
McCosh tenders theni08tiMduttb7 advice."— 
Leader. 

*' He is well qiialified to be a Mentor to 
the nninitiHted."— ^mlAi Sertioe Maaaane. 
. *'He is alwajs a firm, friendly, and prac- 
tieal adviser."~.fi!^tidMfvA CoMrtmt. 

*' On alLmottere handled, in it, the young- 



officer may gain some valnahle hints."— 
jA'tMemtviHt 

"The work is a little encydopKdia of in- 
formation on misceUaneoas sutgects." — 
BdMnroh Medieal Jownml. 

"McCosh's book is one which no cadet 
dionld be withonf-dUMbiium Mmmf, 
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In 8to, price 128. 

The Military Encyclopsedia; 

A Technical, Biographical, and Historical Dictionary, referring exclusively to 
the Military Sciences, the Memoirs of distinguished Soldiers, and the 
Narratives of Remarkable Battles. By J. H. Stocqubler, Esq. 



*' Mr. Stocqaeler*! former wnrka, and his 
wen-known proficienqr in the Military 
Sdencea, will inaore a favourable reception 
for thia rery naeftd book, which poaaeaaea the 
adrantage of oompreaaing into one portable 
Tolome a raat maaa of information on mili- 
tary aublecta, arranged eapecially for refer- 
ence. No one could be better qualified than 
Mr. Stocqueler for auch a taak.and certainly' 
he haa acoompUahed it in a very able manner. 



In a volume.which occnpiea but little room, 
the offlcecand the aoldier may heie conunuid, 
at a»glafe, the cream of many valuable 
worJu„i^ obtain information on almoat any 
p^t of. intereat. Thia work, indeed, formi 
for the camp and barracka, what Maunder*! 
'Treasury of Knowledge ' representa in tiie 
counting-houae ; and we cannot doubt that 
it will obtain correaponding 
United Service Magazine, 



The Seventh Edition, in one large roy. 8vo volume. Illustrated by Four 
Hundred .Plans, Cuts, &c. Price £2 2s. 

Treatise. on' Fortification and Artillery. 

By Major Hkctob Straith. Bevised and re-arranged by Thomas Cook, 
K.N., and John T. Htde, M.A., Professors of Fortification and Artilleiy 
at Addiscombe College. 



In One thick 8vo Vol., price 25s. 

Precedents in Military Law; 

Including the Practice of Courts-Martial ; the Mode of Conducting Trials ; 
the Duties of Officers at Military Courts of Inquests, Courts of Inquiry, 
Courts of Requests, &c., &c. 

The following are a portion of the Contents : 

1. Military Law. 

2. Martial Law. 
8. Courta- Martial. 
4. Courta of Inquiry. 
6. Courts of Inquest. 

6. Courts of Request. 

7. Forms of Courts-Martial. 

By Lieut. -Col. W. Hough, late Deputy Judge- Advocate General, Bengal Army, 
and Author of several Works on Courts-MartiaL 



8. Precedents of Military Law. 

9. Trials of Arson to ^pc. (Alpha- 

betically ananged.) 

10. Rebellions. 

11. Riots. 

12. Miscellaneous. 



" It would be impossible to over-estimate 
the utility of this work to members of the 
military profession as a comprehensive ex- 
position of the law especially applicable to 
them, and to the practice or military tri- 



bunals ; and it would be difficult to speak in 
terms of comraendHtion too high of the 
manner in which it has been executed." — 
Morning Chronicle. 



6d.; 



In royal 8vo, with numerous Plans and Illustrations, price 10s. 
or by post, lis. 

Elementary Principles of Fortification. 

A Text-Book for Military Examinations. By J. T. Hyde, M. A., Professor of 
Fortification and Artillery, Royal Indian Military College, Addiscombe. 



7, Leadenhall Street. 17 

The Kftk Biitiffli, m 8to, Illustanted by Pkna, &e. Price 14s. 

Treatise on Military Surveying; 

IncladiBg Sketching in the Field, Flan-Drawing, Levelling, Military Becon- 
naissanee, &c. By Lieut. -CoL Basil Jagksok, late id the Aoyal Staff 
Corps, 

la poit Syo^ price 10s. 6d. ; or by post, lis. 

The Armies of the Great Powers. 

By Lasoilles Weaxall. , 

\* The object of this work is to farnish a correct and detailed account of the amonnt and 
luttore of the forces belonging to the Great Powers. At a glance may be perceiyed the 
strength of the respectire armies, and cliaracteristics of their troops, their dnll, discipline, 
and vntfbrra. Although Mr. Wraxall treats more especially of the Armies of France, 
Anstiia, England, Bussia, and Frossia, he has not omitted those of Sardinia, Turkey, and 
Anglo-Iadia. The ndue of ■oeh a Manual ean hardly be over-estimated at the present 
moment. 

To all whose interest in the noble art of 



"No younz officer's kit can be con- 
jridcred complete without tbis key to the 
relative homicidal properties of the European 
Powers.**— Aa^tonoZ Standard. 



national self-defence is as real as it shovdd 
be, a compilation like Mr. Wraxall's has con- 
siderable value.**— >Sa/Nr<^ Rniev. 



Military Surgery; 

Being the Experience of Rekl Practice in India. By the late J. J. Coue, 
M.B.O.S.E. 8yo, cloth, 5s. 



Jackson and Scott's Military Life of the Duke of 
Wellington. 

2 vols. 8vo, with Maps, Flans, &c. Price 12s. 
A useful work for a Cadet, 



In 8vo, half-bound, price £1 Is. 

Memoir of the Services of the Bengal Artillery, 

FROM THE FORMATION OF THE CORPS. 

With an Account of its Internal Organization. By the late Oapt. £. BuoKLiy 
Assist. Adjut.-Gen. Bengal Artillery. Edited by J. W. Kayb, Esq. 



The Indian Army and Civil Service List; 

Issued January 1 and July 1, by order of the Secretary of State for India in 
Council. Price 6s. ; or by post, 68. 4d. 
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BOOKS USEFUL TO OFEIGEBS 

PROCEEDING TO INDIA. 

£ 8, d. 

^6 Hand-Book of India, a guide for every one proceeding to India, 

by J. H. Stocqubleb 9 

The Military Encyclopeedia, an explanation of Military terms, de- 
acriptiona oi remarkable Battles, and lives of Distinguisbed 
Generals , • . 12 

Thornton's Gazetteer of India. A description of all places in India, 

alphabetically arranged for the use of Cadets . . .110 

Thornton's Histoiy of India . i . " . « . . 16 

Jackson and Scott's Life of Wellington. 2 vols. . . , 12 

Memoirs of a Griffin, or a Cadet's first year in India. By Capt. 

Bellew, with humorous illustrations. 2 vols. . .110 

Advice to Officers in India, by JoHirMoCoflH, M.D. . . .080 

Postan's Hints to Cadets 3 5 

Stocqueler's Overland Guide Book 2 

Barber's Overland Guide Book .050 

Military History of the Duke of Wellington in India . . .019 
Sir John Malcolm's Instructions to Officers acting under his orders. 2 6 

Hough's Precedents in Military Law . - 16 

Straith's Treatise on Fortification and Artillery . . . .220 

Hyde's Elements of Fortification 10 6 

Griffiths' Artillerist's Manual 7 6 

Jackson's Military Surveying 14 

Field Exercise and Evolutions of the Infantry . . . .010 

Infantry Sword Exercise . . * 6 

Queen's Regulations and Orders for the Army . . . i 1 

Map of India . . .. ^ 110 

Hand-Book to Maps of India 5 

Manual of Artillery Exercise 10 

Pipon's Manual of Military Law . . . • . .036 
General Chart from England to India, &c., on cloth . . . 10 6 
Rafter's Our Indian Empire 5b 
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BOOKS FOR CADETS-Ooroinu^d. 



FOR THE STUDY OP HINDUSTANI, 

(the books used IK THE COLLEGES IN INDIA.) 

£ 8. d. 

Forbes's Dictionary 220 

*,* This edition of Dr. Torbcs's Dictionary cotttains a greater number 
of words, with their explanations, than are to be found in any other 
dictionary in the language; and here for the first time the whole of the 
Hindee words have been printed iu the Devanagari as well as the Per- 
sian characters. 

Grammar 10 6 

Manual, Dialogues, Conversation, Exercises, &c. . .036 

Bagh-o-Bahar, Persian Character . . . , . 12 6 

English Translation of the Bagh-o-Bahar , . . .080 

Ichwan oos Suffa 

Baital Pachisi, Hindee Character 9 

Military and Medical officers are required to pass an 
examination in the Bagh-o-Bakar and Baital Pachisiy 
the former in the Pei^sian, and the latter in the Devanagari 
Character. 

Tota Kahani . • , .080 

Oriental Penmanship , . » . . , ,080 

Persian Grammar* 12 61 

* The Hindustani Language cannot he thoroughly mas- 
tered mthout a slight knowledge of Persian, 



Handbook of the Maps of India ; 

Giving the Latitude and Longitude of all Places of Note. By Major 
H. Y. Stephen, late of the Bengal Army, Revenue Survey Department. 
18mo, bound, 5s. 

•^>» This will he found a valuahle Companion to Messrs, Allen and Co,\ 
Maps of India. 



dO Wx. H. Aixm k Go. 



BOOKS OH INDIA, ftc. 

ASIATIC RBSEARGHES; or, Transactions of the Society Instituted in 

Bengal for Enquiry into the Histoiy and Antiquities, the Arts, Sciences, 

and Literatiffe of Asia. 20 toIs. and Index, royal 4to. Calcutta, 

1788 to 1886. £25. 
JOURNAL of tke ASIATIC SOCIETY of BENGAL from its Commence- 
ment to the End of 1860. 29 vols., half -bound. £25. 
GLBAiaNGS in SCIENCE. 2 vols. 8to. Calcutta, 1829-30. £2 2s. 
THE CALCUTTA REVIEW, from its Commencement in May, 1844, to lad 

of 1860. 83 Tols. 8to, half-calf. £18. 

*«* Moft (tf the Back Numbers may be had separately, at 7ft. each. 
THE ASIATIC JOURNAL, from its Commencement in Januaiy, 1816, to 

April, 1845. 72 vols., half-calf. £15. 
ANDERSON'S NARRATIVE of the British Embassy to China in 1792 to 

1794. 4to. London, 1795. 7s. 
ABBOTT'S PRACTICAL ANALYSIS of the several Letters R^nt of the 

Crown, relating to the Bishoprics in the East Indies. 8vo. Calcutta, 

1845. 10s. 
ASUTIC MISCELLANY. Vol L 4to. Calcutta, 1789. 7s. 
BROUGHTOFS LETTERS, written in a Mahratta Camp, descriptive of the 

Manners, Character, &c., of the Mahrattas. 4to. London, 1818. 6s. 
BOILEAU'S PERSONAL NARRATIVE of a Tour through the Western 

States of Rajwara in 1885. 4to. Calcutta, 1837. 10s. 
STAUNTON'^ PENAL CODE of CHINA. Royal 4to. London, 1810. 18s. 
COLEBROOKE'S DIGEST of BENGAL REGULATIONS. 3 vols, small 

foUo. Calcutta, 1807. £4 4s. 
COLEBROOKE'^ DIGEST of HINDU LAW on Contracts and Successions. 

4 vols, folio, Calcutta, 1798. £3 3s. - . ' • 
COLEBROOKE'S TREATISES on the HINDU LAW of Inheritance. 4to. 

Calcutta, 1810. ^Os. • - 

BLACKER'S HISTORY of the MAHRATTA WAR, with Maps, Plans, &c. 

4to. London. 1821. £1 Is. 

EAST INDIA MILITARY CALENDAR of the Services of General and 
Field Officers. 3 vols. 4to. London, 1823-26. 18s. 

ERASER'S TOUR through the HIMALAYAS, 4to. London, 1820. 10s. 

FERISHTA'S HISTORY of the DEKKAN. Translated by J. Scott. 2 vols, 
4to. London, 1794. 10s. 

ACCOUNT of STEAM VESSELS and of Steam Navigation in India. By 
G. A. Prinsep. 4to. Calcutta, 1830. 6s. 

ORIENTAL REPERTORY. By Dalrymple. 2 vols. 4to. London, 1808. 
£lls. 

HAMILTON'S HISTORY of HINDOSTAN. 2 vols. 4to. 1820. £1 la. 

POTTINGER'S TRAVELS in Beloochistan. 4to. London, 1816. £1 15s. 
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KnUKPATBICE'S ACCOUNT of the Kingdom of N^mL 4to. LoBdon, 
1811. 7s. 

LETTBBB of TIPFOO 61TLTAN. Translated by W. Kizkpatridc 4to. 
London, 1811. 88. 

lYES^ YOTAGB from Bn^Mid to India in 1754. 4to. London, 1778. 5s. 
HI8T0IBE d« NADEE CHAH (Jones). 4to. L(Hidoa, 1770. lOs. 
JENKINS'S EEPORT on NAGPOEE. 4to. Calcutta, 18J7. lOs. 
MiPHINSTONE'S EEPOET on the Territories Conqnered from the Paidiwa. 

4to. Calcutta, 1^21. 48. 
OBMB^ MILITAEY HISTOET of India. 8 vols. 4to. London, 1775. £3 Ss. 
EEPORT on the CENSUS of the North-West Proyinoes of Bengal By 

G. J. Christian. Eoyal 8to. Calcutta, 1854. 10s. 
PHIPPS on the CHINESE and EASTERN TEADB. Svo. Calcutta, 1885. 8s. 
BAFFLES'S HISTOET of JAVA. 2 vols. 4to. With Mi^ wd Plates, 

half -call £5 5s. 

■ — Ditto. Another copy, slightly damaged. £1 lis. 6d. 

EBNNELL'S MEMOIE of a Map of Hindostan. London, 1793. 8s. 
PEICE'S ESSAY on the History of Arabia. 4to. London, 1824. 7s. 6d. 
MOOSE'S HINDU INFANTICIDE. 4to. London, 1811. 8s. 
TEANSACTIONS of the Literary Society of Bombay. 8 tcOs. 4to. Lon- 
don, 1819-23. £3 3s. 
BEUCE'S ANNALS of the East India Company. 3 vols. 4to. London, 

1810. 18s. 
SELECTION from the' RECORDS at the East India House on Reyenue, 

Pdice, Civil and Criminal Justice, under tiie Company's Goyemment8 in 

India. 4 yols. folio. London, 1820-26. £2 128. 6d. 
PRACTICAL TABLES for the Reduction of liie Mahometan Dates to the 

Christian Kalendar. By J. Yon Gumpach. 4to. London, 1856. 7s. 6d« 
SYMES'S EMBASSY to AVA. 4to. London, 1800. 12s. 
ALEXANDER'S TRAVELS from India to Ibgland in 1825-26. 4to. 

Londoq, 1827. 5s. 
ON ANCIENT CHINESE VASES of the Shang Dynasty, inm 1743 to 

1496 B.o. Illustrated by 42 Chinese Wood Engrarings, by P. P. 

Thorns. Svo. London, 1851. 5e. 
TURNER'S EMBASSY to THIBET. 4to. London, 1800. 128. 
MY NOTE BOOK of Rides and Ec^^tioiis Collectory and Foujdary. By 

H. C. Tucker. 4to. Calcutta, 1850. £2 28. 
TREATIES and ENGAGEMENTS with Native Prinees and Skates of Asia. 

4to. London, 1812. lOs. 
DIXON'S (Lt.-Col. C. J.) SKETCH of MAIRWAE, with Maps and Plans. 

4to. London, 1850. £8 188. 6d. 
LAW EELATING to INDIA. Fifth Edition. 4to. London, 1855. £3 8i, 
WATHEN'B JOURNAL of a Voyage to Madras and China in 1811-12. 4to. 

London, 1814. 6s. 
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WKLLESLETS (liaiquess) NOTES on the Mahratta War. 4to. London, 

1805. fw. 
TRANSACTIONS of the KOYAL ASIATIC SOCIETY of Great • Britain 

and Ireland. 2 vols. 4to. London, 1827-30. £4 ia. 
WILKS'S SOUTH of INDIA. 3 vols. 4to. London, 1810 to 1817. £5 Ss. 
WILSON'S DOCUMENTS of the Burmese War. Eoyal 4to. Calcutta, 

1827. 158. 

HAMILTON'S ^DATA, or GUIDE ; a Commentary on the Mussulman 

Laws. 4 vols. 4to. London, 1791. £3 38. 
*«* This is the most celebrated commentary on the Mussulman Laws, and 
was translated by order of the Governor- General of India. 
STRANGE'S HINDU LAW ; principally with Reference to such portions 

of it as concern the Administration of Justice in the King's Courts in 

India. 2 vols. roy. 8yo. London, 1830. 15s. 
ILLUSTRATIONS of the MODE of PREPARING INDIAN OPIUM for 

the Chinese Market. 4to. London, 1851. 88. 
BURNES'S BOKHARA. 3 vols. 8vo. London, 1834. £1 Is. 
KATE'S (J. W.) LIFE of SIR JOHN MALCOLM. 2 vols. 8vo, half- 
bound. London, 1856. 12s. 
KATE'S HISTORT of the WAR in AFFGHANISTAN. 2 vols. 8vo. 

London, 1851. 15s. 
KATE'S ADMINISTRATION of the East India Company. 8vo. London, 

1853. 8s. 
HAMILTON'S EAST INDIAN GAZETTEER. 2 vols. 8vo. London, 

1828. 12s. 

THE MUTINY of the BENGAL ARMY. An Historical Narrative, by 

One who has served under Sir C. Napier. 8vo. London, 1858. 6s. 
AUBER'S CHINA. 8vo. London, 1834. 6s. 
AUBER'S HISTORY of the BRITISH POWER in INDIA. 2 vols. 8vo. 

London, 1837. 12s. 
AUBER'S ANALYSIS of the Constitution of the East India Company. 

Royal 8vo. London, 1826. £1 Is. 
INDIA, ANCIENT and MODERN. By David 0. Allen, D.D. Royal 8vo. 

Boston, 1856. lOs. 
ARCHER'S TOUR in UPPER INDIA. 2 vols. 8vo. London, 1833. 6s. 
ANGLO-HINDUSTANI HAND-BOOK. 12mo. Calcutta, 1850. 8s. 
SHORE'S NOTES on INDIAN AFFAIRS. 2 vols. 8vo. 1837. £1 Is. 
BURNES'S CABOOL. 8vo. London, 1842. 5s. 
BURNES'S COURT of SCINDE. 8vo. London, 1831. 5s. 
BERTOLACCrS CEYLON. 8vo. London, 1817. 8s. 
BRIGGS'S MAHOMED AN POWER in INDIA. 4 vols. 8vo. London. £4 4s. 
BRIGGS on the LAND-TAX of India. 8vo. London, 1830. 8s. 
BOYCE on NATIVE EDUCATION in India. 8vo. London, 1839. 3s. . 
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BROOKE'S HISTORY of St. Helena. 8vo. London, 1824. 6s. 
CUNNINaHAM'S BUDDHIST MONUMENTS of Central India. Plates. 

8vo'. London, 1854. £1 Is. 
CRAWFURD'S HISTORY of the Indian Archipelago. 3 vols. 8vo. 

Edinburgh, 1820. £1 lis. 6d. 
CRAWFURD'S EMBASSY to SIAM. 2 vols. 8vo. London, 1830. 12s. 
CRAWFURD»S EMBASSY to AVA. 2 vols. 8vo. London, 1834. 12s. 
SALEM, an Indian CoUectorate. By J. B. Dykes. 8vo. London, 1853. 6s. 
EARL'S VOYAGES and ADVENTURES in the Indian Archipelago, in 1832- 

33-34. 8vo. London, 1837. 6s. 
DE CRUSO on the Political Relation between the British Government and 

Native States. 8vo. Calcutta, 1844. 8s. 
POBSTER»S VOYAGES to CHINA and the EAST INDIES. 2 vols. 8vo. 

1771. 7s. 
EDWARDES*S YEAR on the PUNJAB FRONTIER. 2 vols. 8vo. London, 

1851. 18s. 
LJIYDEN and ERSKINES'S MEMOIR of the EMPEROR. 4to. London. 

25s. 
:i^SKINE'S (W.) HISTORY of INDIA, under Baber and Humayun. 2 vols. 

8vo. London, 1854. 18s. 
BLPHINSTONE'S CABOOL. 2 vols. 8vo. London, 1842. 12s. 
FORBES'S ORIENTAL MEMOIRS. 2 vols. 8vo and 4to (Plates). London, 

1834. £2 2s. 
ELLIOTTS (H. M.) BIBLIOGRAPHICAL INDEX to the Historians of 

Mahomedan India. Vol. 1, 8vo. Calcutta, 1849. 8s. 
FRASER'S MILITARY MEMOIR of Lieut. -Col. James Skinner, C.B. 2 vols. 

post 8vo. London, 1851. 9s. 
STATISTICAL REPORT of GOORGAON. By A. Fraser. 8vo. April, 1849. 

6s. 
OERRARD and LLOYD'S ACCOUNT of KOONAWAR. 8vo. London, 1841. 

4s. 
OLEIG'S LIFE of GENERAL SIR T. MUNRO, Bart. 2 vols. 8vo. Lon- 

. don, 1831. £1 12s. 
HARLAN'S AFFGHANISTAN. 12mo. Philadelphia, 1842. 4s. 
JAMES'S (H.) SCRAMBLE THROUGH SCINDE, &c. 2 vols, post Syo. 

London, 1854. 8s. 
KENNEDY'S CAMPAIGN on the INDUS. 2 vols. 8vo. London, 1840. 8s. 
IRVINE on the Theory and Practice of Caste, st 8vo. 3s. 
CORRESPONDENCE de JAQUEMENT. 8vo. Bruxelles, 1843. 6s. 
M;0^EHEAD'S (Chas.) CLINICAL RESEARCHES on Disease in India, 

2 vols. 8vo. London, 1856. (Damaged.) 10s. 6d. 
MEADOWS'S NOTES—China. Coloured Plates. 8vo. London, 1847. 6s. 
M'CLELLAND'S GEOLOGY, &c. of KEMAON. 8vo. Calcutta, 1885. Ss. 
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LAURIE'S SBCONB BUKICESB WAB^Bangoon. FostSvo. Load., ISfiSL &» 
LAUBIFS SECOND BUBMESE WAR— Pegu. Post 8to. 8b. 
MALOOLirS POLinOAL HISTOBT OF INDIA. 8m LoncUsa, 1811. 8& 
HALCOLirS Goyemment of India. Svo. 1833. 7b. 6d. 
MALCOLM'S SKETCH of the SIKHS. 8m London, 1812. 4b. 
MASSIE^S CONTINENTAL INDIA. 2 vols. 8yo. Lmidoa, 1840. 12b. 
MABTDTS (Montgomeiy) CHINA, Political, Commercial, and SodaL 2 Tsh. 

8to. London, 1847. 7s. 
MARTIN'S (Montgomeiy) EASTEBN INDIA. 3 toIs. 8yo. Limdoo, 

1838. £2 2s. 
MACKATS WESTEBN INDIA. 8vo. Lomdra, 1858. 6a. 
MOOBCBOFTS TBAYELS in Ladakh, Caskmen, &e. Edited by H. H. 

Wilson, 2 voIb. 8yo. London, 1841. lOs. 
REPORTS on the Cnlture and Mannfacture of Cotton-Wool, Baw Silk, and 

Indigo, in India. 8to. London, 1836. 8b. 
MOHUN LALL'S TRAVELS in the Pnnjaub, &c. 8vo. London, 184€. 5s. 
MOHUN LALL'S LIFE of Dost Mahomed Khan. 2 yola. 8yo. LoBdon, 

1846. 8s. 
MACKINTOSH'S LIFE of ^ Jas. Mackintosh. 2 yols. 8yo. London, 1896. 

14s. 
PBINSEFS INDIAN ANTIQUITIES. By K Thomas. 2 vols. 8m Leu- 

don, 1858. £2 12s. 6d. 
TOPICS for Indian Statesmen. By J. B. Norton. 8vo. Londcm, 1858. 8s. 
RECORDS of the Indian Oomroanding GenenJ, SirC. Naplar. % ^okt 

Manson. 8vo. Calcntta, 1861. 10s. 
MEMOIRS and Coirespondence of General Sir Wm. Nott. 2 yok. 8to. 

London, 1854. lOs. 
NEWBOLD'S MALACCA. 2 vols. 8yo. London, 1839. 12s. 
NEIL'S FOUR YEARS' SERVICE in INDIA. 8vo. London, 1846. 5s. 
OUTRAM'S CONQUEST of SCINDE. 2 yols. 8yo. London, 1846. 8s. 
OCHTERLONY'S CHINESE WAR. 8vo. London, 1846. £1 Is. 
O'SHAUGHNESSY'S BENGAL DISPENSATORY. 8yo. London, 1842. 15s. 
PRINSEP'S LIFE of Ameer Khan. 8yo. Calcutta, 1832. 4s. 
POSTAN'S OBSERVATIONS on SCINDE. 8yo. London, 1843. 8a. 
PRINSEFS HISTORY of the POLITICAL and MILITARY TRANS- 
ACTIONS in INDIA, in 1813 to 1823. 2 yols. 8vo. Lomdoii^ 

1825. 12s. 
PRINSEP (H. T.) on COINS of AFGHANISTAN. 8yo. London, 

1844. 7s. 6d. 
PEMBERTOFS REPORT on BHOOTAN. Royal 8yo. Calcutta, 1839. U. 
TORRENS* TRANSLATION of the ARABIAN NIGHTS. Vol. I., con- 

taining 50 Nights, with the Poetry of the Original. 8yo. Oakiittay 

1838. 10s. 6d. 
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BATTJDTS BEFORT «i SXTICAON aad GHUBWAL. 8w). l|pa^ 

1861. 14s. 
BOBEBTS'S INDIAN EXCfiAIi^tE TABLES. 8to. LondoB, 1855. 7i. 6d. 
LXIEBABT 'LEAVES, by D. L. BiduirdBOD. 2 voU. 8m Lendon, 

1840. 8s. 
BAIKES'S NOTES on the NOBTH VESTEBN PBOVINCES. 8to. 

London, 1852. 6s. 
STAGETS NABBATITE of SEBYICSS in BSI4X)CHISTAN and 

AFFGHANISTAN. 8to. London, 1848. 48. 
SLEEMAFS BEPOBT on the DEPBEDATIONS of the THUGS. 8vo. 

Calcutta, 1840. 20b. 
SNODGBASS'S BUBMESE WAB. 8vo. London, 1827. 58. 
SYKES'S NOTES on INDIA. 8to. London, 1841. 8b. 
THOBNTOFB INDU— its STATE ajid FBOSFEGTS. 8to. Landon, 

1835. 7s. 
TYTLEB»S CONSIDEBATIONS on INDIA. 2 vols. 8va. London, 

1816. 8s. 
TENNANTS INDIAN BECBEATIONS. 3 toIs. Bwo, London, 1804. 8s. 
DIAGBAMS, Illnstratiye ol the Area, Population, Debt, Bevoiue, ExponiSy 

and Imports, and the Army and Mercantile Nayy of India. By Thomas 

Thorbum. 8vo. Edinburgh, 1857. 12s. 
HISTOBY of CHINA. By Thomas Thornton. VoL L, with ICap. dvo. 

London, 1844. 6s. 

LANE'S SELECTIONS from the KUBAN. 8vo. London, 1853. 68. 
MASSON'S BELOOCHISTAN and EALAT. 4 vols. Bto. Londoi^ 

1842 to 1843. £1 Is. 
SLEEMAN'S BAMBLES and BECOLLECTIONS of an INDIAN OFFICIAL. 

2 vols. Boyal 8vo. London, 1844. £2 2s. 
TWINIKGS DISEASES of BENGAL. (IstEdit.) 8vo. Calcutta, 1882. 12s. 
INIQUITIES of the OPIUM TBADE. By the Bev. A. S. Thelwafl. Posi 

8yQ. London, 1889. Ss. 
VIGNE'S (G. T.) TBAVELS in KASHMIB. 2 vols. 8vo. London, 1844. 15s. 
VIGNE'S (G. P.) GHUZNEB, CABOOL, and AFFGHANISTAN.. 8to. 

London, 1840. 98. 
WOOD'S NABBATIYE of a Journey to the Souroe of the Oxub. 8?o. 

London, 1840. 68. 
WILSON'S THEATBE of the HINDUS. 2 vols. 8vo. London, 1835. 158. 
. THE BIBTH of the WAB GOD. A Poem. By KaUdasa. Tiandated 

from the SanBCiit (Eumara Sambhavm), by Balph T. H. Griffith. 

8vo. London, 1858. 5s. 
INDIA in 1858; a Summary of the Existing Administration, Pditieal^ 

Fiscal, and Judicial, of British India. By Arthur Mills, M.P. 8vo. 

London, 1858. 8s. 
JOUBNAL of the BOTAL ASIATIC SOCIETY of Great Britain and Ireland 

from its Commencement in 1884. 8vo. 

BACON'S FIBST IMPBESSIONS aad STUDIES from NATTUBE ia 

Hindostan. Illustrations. 2 vols. 8vo. London, 1887. 78. 
CHEEYEB'S MANUAL of Medical Jurisprudenoe of Bengsl, and N.W. 

Provinces of India. Published by <a:der of Goversmesi. 8vo 



Calcutta, 1856. 18s. 
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QISTORT of HTDUR SHAH And his Son Tippoo Snltaan. Royal Sto. 

London, 1855. 98. 
D0W8 HINDOSTAN. StoIb. 8vo. London, 1812. £1 Is. 
VON HEUGEL'S TRAVELS in KASHMIR. Royal 8vo. London, 1845. 9s. 
BAILUFS LAND TAX. Syo, cloth. 4s. 



GOVERNMENT PITBLIGATIONS. 

GENERAL REVENUE SURVEY MADRAS PRESIDENCY. 8vo. Madras, 

1858. 158. 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION for 1854-5. 8vo. Madras. 8s. 
PUBLIC INSTRUCTION for 1856-7. 1857-8. Madras. 2 vols. 8vo. Ss. 
COMMUTATION RATES, MADRAS PRESIDENCY. 8vo. Madras, 1856. 6s. 
DRAINAGE and SEWERAGE of Black Town. 8vo. Madras, 1855. 58. 
FIBRES of SOUTHERN INDIA. 8vo. Madras, 1856. 7s. 6d. 
POOREE and BALASORE. By H. Ricketts. 3s. 
LIGHTHOUSE on the Algnada Reef. 8yo. Calcutta, 1858. 3s. 
LYONS'S CIVIL AUDITOR'S MANUAL for the Madras Presidency. 8vo. 

Madras, 1857. 6s. 
BAYNES* HINTS on Medical Jnrispnidence. 8vo. Madras, 1854. 6s. 
REPORT on the LAND REVENUE ADMINISTRATION- Lower Provinces, 

1857-58. Folio. 3s. 
MILL'S REPORT on ASSAM. 1854. £1 Is. 
COURT'S STATISTICAL REPORT of BUDAON, 1852. Royal 4to. Agra, 

1855. 15s. 
REPORT on DRAINAGE of CALCUTTA, 1857. Royal 8vo. 4s. 
REVENUE SURVEY of INDIA. London, 1857. 68. 6d. 
RICKETTS' REPORT on Midnapore and Cuttack. 8vo. Calcutta. 3s. 
REPORT on the 3UDHUK0R, BAGREE DECOITS. FoUo. Calcutta 

1849. £1 Is. 
SMITH'S REPORT of the Sigrowlee and Zurhurbaree Coal Fields. RoyaL 

8vo. Is. 
REPORT on the PROVINCE of NIMAR—Land Revenue and Revenue 

Administration, to the close of 1855. 4to. Roorkee, 1856. 12s. 
REPORT' on IRON ORES— Manufactures of Iron and Steel, and Coals in 

the Madras Presidency. Royal 8vo. Madras, 1855. 6s. 
GANTZ MANUAL of INSTRUCTION in Architectural Drawing. Royal 8vo. 

Madras, 1856. 5s. 
ABBOTT on PERMANENT BRIDGES for INDIAN RIVERS. 8vo. 

Agra, 1847. 3s. 
ABBOTT and CAUTLEY on the USE of WALLS for FOUNDATIONS 

8vo. Agra, 1850. 6s. 
REPORT on AJMEER and MAIRWARA, hy DIXON. 4to. Agra, 1853. 63. 
SHERWILL'S GEOGRAPH and STATISTICAL REPORT of BEERBHOOM 

Calcutta, 1855. 4s. 
LLOYD'S CIVIL AUDITOR'S MANUAL for the NORTH-WEST 

PROVINCES. 4to. Calcutta, 1851. 
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(grammars, ^xdxtmwcm, anir ^jeairmg "^t^Bom, 

IN EASTERN LANGUAGES. 
HINDUSTANI. 

FORBES'S DICTIONARY. Royal 8vo. £2 2s. 

FORBES'S GRAMMAR, Reading Lessons, and Vocabulary. 8vo. 10s. 6d. 

FORBES'S MANUAL, Dialogues, Conversation, Exercises, &c. (Roman 

Character.) 18mo. 3s. 6d. 
FORBES'S BAGH-0-BAHAR (Persian Character), with Vocabulary. Royal 

8vo. 12s. 6d. 
FORBES'S ENGLISH TRANSLATION of the Bagh-o-Bahar. 8vo. 8s. 
FORBES'S ICHWAN OOS SUFFA. 

FORBES'S BAITAL PACHISI Hindee Character. Royal 8vo. 9s. 
FORBES'S TOTA KAHANI, with Vocabulary. Royal 8vo. 8s. 
FORBES'S ORIENTAL PENMANSHIP. 4to. 8s. 
DOBBIE'S ENGLISH and HINDUSTANI DICTIONARY. 12mo. 5s. 
FORBES'S DICTIONARY, Roman Character. Royal 8vo. £1 16a. 
FORBES'S BAGH-O-BAHAR, Roman Character, with Vocabulary. 12mo. 5s. 

BENGALI. 

HAUGHTOFS DICTIONARY, Bengali, Sanscrit, and English. 4to. 30s. 

FORBES'S GRAMMAR. (In the Press,) 

INTRODUCTION to the BENGALI, for the Use of EngUsh Students, by a 

Native of Bengal. 8vo. 16s. 
BATRIS SINGHASAN. 8vo. 6s. 
TOTA ITIHAS. 8vo. 6s. 

SANSCRIT. 

HAUGHTON'S SANSCRIT, BENGALI, and ENGLISH DICTIONARY. 

4to. 30s. *«* This is the best Sanscrit Dictionary now procurable. 
WILSON'S GRAMMAk. 8vo. 18s. 
PRINSEFS SANSCRIT VOCABULARY. Royal 8vo. 10s. 
HAUGHTON'S MANU, with EngUsh Translation. 4to. £1 4s. 
JOHNSON'S HITOPADESA, with Vocabuhiry. 4to. £1 lis. 6d. 
HITOPADESA, Sanscrit, with Bengali and English Translations. 8 vo. 10s. 6d. 
JOHNSON'S HITOPADESA. EngUsh Translation of the. 4to. 10s. 6d. 
WILSON'S MEGHA DUTA, with Vocabulary. Royal 8vo. 6s. 
JOHNSON'S SELECTIONS from the MAHABHARATA, with Vocabulary. 

Royal 8vo. 9s. 

ARABIC. 

RICHARDSON'S DICTIONARY. Arabic, Persian, and EngUsh Edition of. 

1862. By F. Johnson. 4to. £4. 
FREYTAG. Lexicon Arabico-Latinum. 4to. £1 Is. 
RICHARDSON'S GRAMMAR. 4to. 25s. 

FORBES'S GRAMMAR, Reading Lessons, and Vocabulary (In the press,) 
SCHALCH'S SELECTIONS. 4to. 12s. 
BERESFORD'S ARABIC SYNTAX. Royal 8vo. 6s. 
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PERSIAN. 

BICHABDSOirS PBfiSUK, ARABIC, »d EHaUSH DICTIONABT. 

Edit, of 1852. By F. Johnaon. 4to. cloth. £4. 
TUCKER'S POCKET DICTIONARY, Bn^rii and Persian. 12mo. 
FORBES'S PERSIAN GRAMMAR, Reading Lessons, and Yocabnlary. 

Royal Svo. 128. 6d. 
IBRAHEEM*S PERSIAN GRAMMAR, Dialogms, kc. Soyid 6to. ISs. 6d. 
BASTWICK'S GULI8TAN, with Vocabulary. Bro, 1&. 
OUSELET'S ANYARI SOHEILI, with Yocabnlaij. 4to. £l IQb. 
BASTWIOK'S TRANSLATION of the Anrari Sohd^. Royal 8to. £1 Is. 

TAMUL and TELOOGOO. 

BROWFS DICTIONARY, Teloogoo and Engliah. Sto. £2 58. 
BROWN'S DICTIONARY, English and Teloogoo. Sto. £2 Iml 
BROWFS DICTIONARY, Mixed Teloogoo. Svo. 68. 
BROWFS DIALOGUES, Teloogoo and Enfl^ish. 38. 6d. 
ANDERSON'S TAMIL GRAMMAR. 4to. ISs. 
BABINGTON'S TAMIL GRAMMAR. 4to. 18b. 

BABINGTON'S GOOROO PARAMARTAN; a Tale in Tamil, with Tians^ 
lation and Vocabulary. 4ta 8s. 

OUZSATTEE. 

DICO^ONARY, GOOZRITTEE and ENGLISH. By Mjim Mctemaad 

Cauzim. Folio. 35s. 
CLARKSON'S GRAMMAR. 4to. 14s. 
LECKEY'S GRAMMAR. 8vo. 14s. 

MAHBATTA. 

MOLESWORTH'S DICTIONARY, Mahratte and English. 4to. £3. 
MOLESWORTH'S DICTIONARY, EngUsh and Mahratta. 4to. £3. 
SINGHAS BATTEESE. Svo. 10s. 6d. 

TXTBEI8H. 

DAVID'S GRAMMAR. 4to. 12s. 

MALAY. 

MARSDEN'S DICTIONARY. 4to. £2 2s. 
MAESDEN'S GRAMMAR. 4to. £1 Is. 

CHINESE. 

MORRISON'S DICTIONARY. 6 vols, royal 4to. £10. 

MORRISON'S GRAMMAR. 4to. £2 2b. 

MORRISON'S VIEW of CHINA, for Philological purposes; contaiMiig a 
Sketch of Chinese Chronology, Geography, Government, Relij^n, aad 
Customs, designed for those who study the Chinese langui^. 4to. lOs. 

A GRAMMAR of the Chinese Language, in English. By M. Leon de Boflny. 
(In the press.) 
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MAPS OF INDIA, &c. 

ALL FBOM TH£ LATEST SUBVSYS, AND DBAWK BY 

JOHK WALKER, 

Oeograph«r to the HonomUe Secretarj cf State for India. 

Map of India ; 

Showing the British Territoiiae sabdiyided into Cdtoctoiatefl, and tiie 
position and boundary of eadi Nadve State ; chiefly compiled from Tzi- 
gonometrical Sorveys, ezecated by order of the Honourable Court of 
Directors of tiie East-India Company. On Six sheets — size 5 fk 6 in. 
M^ ; 5 ft. 8 in. wide, J£2 ; 9r, on doth, in a case, £2 12s. QcL ; or, 
with rollen and Tarnished, £3 3s. 

A General Map of India; 

Compiled chie^ from snnreys executed by Order of the Honourable 
East-India Company. Ob six sheets— size, 5 ft. 3 in. wide ; 5 ft. 4 in. 
high , £2 ; or, on cloth, in case, £2 123. 6d. ; or, rollers, yarn., £S 3s. 

Map of India ; 

From the most recent Authorities. On two sheets — size, 2 ft. 10 in. 
wide ; 3 ft. 3 in. high, 168. ; or, on cloth in a case, £1 Is. 

Map of the Routes in India ; 

With Tables of Distances between the principal Towns and Military 
Stations. On one sheet— size, 2 ft. 3 in. wide ; 2 ft. 9 in. high, 9s. ; 
or, on cloth, in a ease, 12a 

Map of the Western Provinces of Hindoostan, 

The Punjab, Cabool, Sinde, Bhawulpore, &e., including all the States 
between Candahar and Allahabad. On four sheets — size, 4 ft. 4 in. 
wide ; 4 ft. 2 in. high, 30s. ; or in case, £2 ; rollers, varnished, £2 10s. 

Map of India and China, Burmah, Siam, the Malay Penin- 
sula, and the Empire of Anam. On two sheets — size, 4 ft. 8 in. wide ; 

3 ft. 4 in. high, 16s. ; or, on cloth, in a case, £1 5s. 

. Map of the Steam Oommunication and Overland Routes 
between England, India, China, and Australia. In a case, 14s. ; on 
rollers, and varnished, 18s. 

Map of the Punjab and Sikh Territory. 
On one sheet, 5s. ; or, on cloth, in a case, 6a 
Map of Affghanistan and the adjacent Countries. 

On one sheet— size, 2 ft. 3 in. wide ; 2 ft. 9 in. high, 9s. ; in case, 12s. 

Map of China^ 

From the most Authentic Sources of Information. One large sheet — • 
size, 2 ft. 7 in. wide ; 2 ft. 2 in. high, 6s. ; or, on cloth, in case, Ss. 

Map of the World; 

On Mercator^s Projection, showing the Tracts of the Early Navigators, 
the Currents of tite Ocean, the Principal Lines of great Circle Sailing, 
and the most recent discoveries. On four sheets — size, 6 ft. 2 in. wide ; 

4 ft. 3 in. high, £2 ; on doth, in a case, £2 lOs. ; or, with rollers, and 
varnished, £3. 
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CHARTS 

FOR THE NAVIGATION OP THE INDIAN AND CHINA SEAS. 



Greneral Track Chart, for marking the Voyage from Eng- 
land to the Mauritius, the Bed Sea, India, the Straits, China, and 
Australia, I sheet. 7s. 6d. 

Ditto, ditto, on cloth, and bound, lOs. 6d. 

The English Channel and the Coast of France, together 

with Sailing Directions for the same; an accurate Description of the 
Coasts of England, South of Ireland, and Channel Islands ; compiled 
from Trigonometrical Surreys and other original Documents, executed 
by order of the English and French Governments, to which are added, 
detailed accounts of all the Lights, Shoals, Banks, Eocks, &c., up to th6 
present time, by J. and A. Walker. I 2s. 

Indian Ocean, from the Cape of Good Hope to Calcutta, 

including the Mauritius, Red Sea, Persian Gulf, and Bombay, with 
separate plans on extended scales of Table and False Bays, the Mauritius 
Bombay Harbour, and Gulf of Aden. Compiled from surveys of Officers 
of the East India Company and Royal Navy, by John Walker. Two 
sheets. 10s. 

Indian and Pacific Ocean, from Calcutta to China, Aus- 
tralia, and New Zealand, compiled chiefly from Surveys of the Officers of 
the Indian and Royal Navies, by John Walker. Two sheets. 12s. 

Biver Hooghly, Balasore Roads, and approaches to them, 

extending from False Point to Calcutta, compiled from the latest surveys 
of Capt. Lloyd and others, by John Walker. 7s. 

Southern part of China Seas, comprehending the Straits of 

Singapore, Dnrian, Banca, Sunda, Gaspar, Carimata, &c., from the 
latest surveys, by John Walker. 7s. 6d. 

South East Coast of China, from 2V to 32® North latitude, - 

and from 113® to 123® East longitude, with separate plans, on much 
extended scales, of Hong-Kong and its Anchorage, Channels leading to the 
Ting-Hae, including Kweshan Islands, Harbour of Ting-Hae, Amoy Har.- 
hour. Mouth of the River Woo-Sung, Woo-Sung to Shang-Hae, Mouth of 
the Jung-Kiang leading to Ningpo, River Min to Fow Chow Foo, from 
the latest Government surveys, by John Walker. Two sheets. 10s. 6d. 

Eastern Passage to China. Sheets 4 and 5. By John 

Walker. 10s. 6d. 
New Chart of the Bay of Bengal. With Plans of Coringah 

Bay, Point de Galle, Trincomalee Harbour, Colombo Harbour, Paumber 
Pass, Chittagong River, Kyouk Phyou, Port of Akyab, Entrance to Ran- 
goon River, Ba^in River, Entrance to Moulmein River, Mergui, Hast- 
ings Harbour, Penang Harbour, Acheen Head, compiled chiefly from 
surveys of the Officers of the Honourable East India Company, by John 
Walker, Geographer to the Company. Two sheets. 10s. 6d, 
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HOBSBUBGH'S CHABTS, &c. 

For the Navigation from England to India and China, and throughout the 
Eastern Seas, viz. : — 



1. North Atlantic Ocean. Ss. 

2. South Atlxntic Ocean, ha. 

3. Anchorage at Goush's Island. Is. 

4. Bird's Islands and i)oddin|;tou Rode. Is. 

5. & 6. Cape of Good Hope. 2 sheets. Ss. 

7. Indian Ocean. 6s. 

8. Arabian Sea and East Africa. 78- 6d. 

9. Hindoristan Coasts and Islands. 68. 

10. Bombay Harbour. 5 s. 

11. Goa Boad and River. 68. 

12. Maldiva Islands and Channels. 28. 
IS. Bay of Bengal. 5s. 

14. Peninsula of India East of Bengal Bay. 

78. 

15. West of Sumatra. Ss. 

16. Straits of Malacca and Singapore. 1 

sheet. 68. 



17, 18, & 19. Straits of Malacca and Singa- 
pore. S sheets. 1 5s. 

20. Rtrait of Snnda. Bf*. 

21. Stiaits of Bauca and Gaspar. 78. 6d. 

22. Carimata Passage and Borneo W. Coast. 

6s. 

23. Straits of Bhio, Durian, Lingin, and 

Singapore. 68. 
24 & 25. China Sea and Coasts adjacent. 2 
sheets. 128. 

26. Canton Rirei and Channels. 6s. 

27. East Coast and China. 7b. 6d. 

28. Bashee Islands. 28. 

29, 30, & 81. Eastern Passages to China. 3 

sheets. £1 Is. 
32. Passages through the Barrier Reefs. 



The Indian Directory ; 

Or, Directions for Sailing to and from the East Indies, China, Australia, 
and the interjacent ports of Africa and South America. Compiled chiefly 
from Original Journals of the Honourable Company's Ships, and from 
the Observations and Kemarks resulting from the Experience of Twenty- 
one Years in the Navigation of those seas. By James Hoesburgh, Esq., 
F.R.S., &c. Seventh Edition, 2 vols. 4to, cloth lettered, £4 6s. 

The East India Pilot, containing the following Charts, by 
Capt. Ho&SBURQH and John Walker, folio, half -bound, £13. 



England to China 
English Channel 
North Atlantic 
Soxith Atlantic 
Qough's Island 
Bird Islands 
Indian Ooeait 

HiNDOOSTAN 

Bombay Harbour 
Goa Road, &c. 
Maldeeve Islands 
Bay OF Bengal 
Hooohly River 
Indian and Pacific Oceans 



Peninsula beyond the Ganges 

West Coast of Sumatra 

Straits of Malacca 

Straits of Malacca and Singap<»ib 

South part of China Seas 

Straits of Sunda 

Straits of Banca and Gaspar. 

Carimata Passage 

Straits of Rhio, Durian, &c« 

China Sea 

Canton River 

South East Coast of China 

East Coast of China 

Eastern Passage to China 



Subscription, 24f. a-year, Payable in advance. 
SINGLE COPY, 6cL 




ALLEN'S 

INDIAN MAIL, 

ISSUED ON THE ARRIVAL OF 

EACH MABSEILLES MAIL FBOM INDM, CHINA. ETC. 



CONTENTS: 

Latest and most Authentic Intelligence from all Parts 

/ of the East.— Selections from the Indian Press. 

Original Articles on India and the Services. 

Appointments, Promotions^ Shipping^ and Domes- 
tic News. Reviews of Works on the East, and 

Notices of all affairs connected therewith. 



ALLEN'S INDIAN MAIL contains the fullest and most Authentic Reports 
of all important Occurrences in tlie Oountries to which it is devoted, compiled 
chiefly from fny&te and Ezo^xuBive sources. It has been pronounced bj the 
Press in general to be Indispensable to all who have Friends or Relatives in 
the East, as affording the only Correct Information regarding the Services, 
Movement of Troops, Shipping, and all events of Domestic and Individual 
Interest^ 

LONDON: 
Wk. H.ALLEN & CO., 7, LEADENHALL STREET, E.C. 



